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 October, the month where the ósecond seasonó really 

begins. It is an exciting time fo year to be sure as the nights 

get longer, the air gets cooler, and hoodies replace t-shirts as 

the fans favorite apparel. It is a time when we have already 

crowned girls golf state champions and soon will start tourna-

ments for soccer, cross-country, football, and volleyball in 

high school. In fact, we have articles this month on girls golf 

and soccer as the season continues. 

 Of course October is also big for pro sports too. The 

NFL is in high gear, the MLB playoffs start, the NBA season is 

just around the corner, as would be the NHL season if not for 

the lock put. We take a look at pro sports this month in a pro-

file on Spurs head coach Gregg Popovich and his region roots, 

as well as a photo gallery from the òBack to Footballó event 

hosted by the Bears earlier this month.  

 Of course, as we focus on high school sports, this issue 

would not be complete without Andy Wielgusõ take on a chang-

ing of the guard in region high school football. We also bring 

you all of the features that you have come to know and expect.  

 Next month we will bring you our second annual region 

high school basketball preview! Enjoy this one and be sure to 

interact with us online!   
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 Ryan Washington  
Michigan City  

 
 
 

 Michigan City's QB Ryan   
Washington was 9 -17 and threw 
for  211 yards and 3 tds in a 20 -16  
Upset over previously unbeaten   
Lake Central. He led the Wolves to   
41 points vs Merrillville the week   
before also.   

VISION POINTVISION POINTVISION POINT    
AAATHLETESTHLETESTHLETES    OFOFOF    THETHETHE    MMM ONTHONTHONTH    

Written and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff Writer    
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CLEARLY DIFFERENT CLEARLY DIFFERENT   

KV Backfield  
Kankakee Valley  

 
 
  

 KV's Backfield Foursome of 
Birky,  Berdine, Williams, and Morri-
son combined for over 350 yds on 
the ground in a 27 -21 win over 
Hobart  to run the Kougars record 
to 4-0 at Fred Jones Field in Wheat-
field.   

Tristan Peterson  
Crown Point  

 
 

 

 

 Tristan Peterson scored Three 
Touchdowns and rushed for well 
over 200 yards in a 42 -7 win over 
Portage .  

Dylon Collins  
Merrillville  

 

 
Merrillville's RB Dylon Collins had   
two TD runs over 90 yards in a   
66-41 win over Valpo  and rushed   
for 303 yards and 4 TDs overall.   
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A New Day A New Day A New Day    
in the Regionin the Regionin the Region   

   

By Andy Wielgus, MAB Monthly Staff WriterBy Andy Wielgus, MAB Monthly Staff WriterBy Andy Wielgus, MAB Monthly Staff Writer    

Here is a list on why 

 

KV off to a 4-0 starts in HS Football. What a 

great backfield with Morrison, Birky, Ber-

dine and Williams to boot. 

 

Brad Stewart is leading the Kougars to a 2-0 

NCC Start. Kennedyôs former D Coordinator 

tuning up his team on The Farm at Fred 

Jones Field. 

 

RB Tyler Birky and friends making a name 

for themselves at KV. There shooting that 

Cannon off an awful lot this year, as the 
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A major home improvement project can enhance your quality of life; 

give your family years of enjoyment; reduce your energy costs; and add 

significant value to your home. 
 

The success of your project depends on a detailed plan,  

good communication, expert craftsmen, and a  

dedicated team that will exceed your expectations. 
 

GoCo delivers all that and more. 
 

Call us today at 219-926-2488 to schedule your Initial Consultation. 

South continues to rise in the 

NCC. 

 

Lowellôs George Fields has three 

big games vs CP, Lowell, and 

Morton. No need for multiple 

backs by George, he is the NO. 6 

now at The Inferno. 

 

Boone Grove off to a 4-0 start, 

wins over Wheeler and North 

Judson. No longer a fledgling 

program, they need a Home 

Field though. 

 

Cody Poynter makes a name for himself in 

the backfield for Boone Grove.  A 27-7 

comeback win 36-35 over North Judson oh 

my, at Brown Field during the Popcorn Fest. 

 

Whiting off to a 4-0 start. Big wins over Un-

ion Mills ï South Central and Union Town-

ship ï Wheeler. 

 

Whiting gives Wheeler 1st GSSC Loss. This 

speaks for itself. 

 

Soph RB Ethan Young stepping up big for 

the Oilers. Could he be in the tradition of 

Strabavy and Arrendondo and help them win 

Sectional 33. 

 

Valpo almost beats Carmel and Penn? 21-20 

DAC loss to Carmel almost taking it too the 

MIC. 

 

Mark Hoffman and Russ Radtke no longer Re-

gion Coaches.  Radtke is 4-0 at New Prairie 

though. 

 

KV wins The Battle of the Milk Can for the 1st 

time ever.  And a 1st win over Lowell in 28 

years, only one Sectional Championship ever 

in Wheatfield. 

 

 CMA ends LCCôs 49 game winning streak. 

1A Wide open? 

 

Hobart pounds Griffith in NCC Play. Surprised 

From left: KV Wins the Milk Can and Boone RB Cody Poynter 
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by the point differential. 

 

Anybody can win the GSSC, no longer just 

Wheeler. 

 

LC Football is for real! Yancey 277 yds vs 

CP. 

 

Sam Bolla is back and donôt count out the 

Bearcats in a 13-0 win vs North Newton. 

 

Underclassmen can start on Varsity in the 

DAC. Freshman and Soph players are start-

ing at Merrillville and CP for example. 

 

Teams who lost longtime kickers are affected 

by it. CP misses Brett Bayer for example. 

 

Jeff Karras is the New Turnaround Coach 

Again. This time at Roosevelt. 

 

But then again Highland is still Highland and 

Munster is always searching for Offense. 

 

MAB has 2 crews again this year and a new 

Messageboard. 

 

LaPorte is headed for a third straight losing 

season. Slicers will have it tough to turn it 

around and havenôt lost three years in a row in 

a while. 

 

New Coaches having mixed results so far. CP 

2-2, Portage 1-3, Griffith 1-3, Roosevelt 0-4, 

SC 3-1, Highland 1-3, and Valpo 2-2. 

 

All in All it is a New Day in the Region,  but 

MAB is still ñThe Heart of Amateur Sportsò. 

Join the Conversation on  

our New Message Board!  

 

Talk about Football, Soccer, Baseball, Softball, Track, Cross Country, Volleyball, 

Wrestling, Basketball, Boxing, MMA, Auto Racing, & Recruiting. Post scores and 

get news!  

 

Just go to 

www.midamericabroadcasting.com , 

click on message board and create a 

user name and log in to join in the  

conversation and the fun!  

 

 

Powered by:  
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The Courts of NWI is a Not -for -profit organization.  
Donations made to The Courts of NWI fund scholarships  

for underprivileged youth to participate in active  
after -school programs. Our goal is to inspire our youth  

to be leaders both ON and OFF The Courts.  

 

 

 



 

Gregg Popovichðs Region Roots 
By Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer  
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 When the average basket-

ball fan thinks of Gregg Pop-

ovich, they think of the great 

coach. They think of the 

NBA champion who coached 

San Antonio to NBA champi-

onships in 1999, 2003, 2005, 

& 2007. They think of the 

mastermind who has coached 

the likes of David Robinson, 

Tim Duncan, Tony Parker 

and Manu Ginobli. What so 

remember though is his 

growing up in East Chicago, 

moving to Merrillville and 

playing for the Pirates in the 

60ôs before moving on to col-

lege hoops and, eventually, 

the coaching ranks. 

The Merrillville Grad is 
an Indiana Basketball 
Hall of Famer, and a 4 
Time NBA Champions 
Coach with the Spurs  



 

59 Indiana Avenue, Valparaiso  
Just off the Courthouse Square  

 

Phone 219 -464-7102 or 219-462-0404 
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 Popovich was born in East Chicago in 

1949. During his formative years he played 

basketball of course, but in a trip back to the 

region a couple of years back he talked about 

his parentôs instance on academics.   He re-

lated that his parents drilled into him the in-

stance on school before basketball made an 

impression on him, and was always key. 

While focusing on his school work, Pop-

ovich was able to become a pretty good 

player around the area. He played on Garyôs 

1960 Biddy All-Star team that finished third 

at the World Tournament with Chuck 

Hughes, who went on to play at East Chi-

cago Roosevelt in high school. 

 Popovich moved to Merrillville with 

his mother and step-father and joined a Pi-

rates team coached by Bill Metcalf. Metcalf, 

who had coached baseball for 33 years at 

Merrillville, coached the boys basketball 

team while Popovich played. Unfortunately 

for Popovich, Metclaf thought that his name 

was Craig, something that left an impression 

on the future coach who once said the inci-

dent made him realize how important it was 

to get to know your players. While at Mer-

rillville, Popovich played with teammates 

such as WYIN sportscaster Wayne Sventan-

off, Jerry Fox, John Morton, Rick Joliff, Perry 

VanRosendale, Alrie Pierce, Mike Lester and 

Bill Schmidt. Despite the great players around 

him, #21 emerged as the team team leader and 

earned himself an appointment to the United 

Popovich with the NBA Championship Trophy and 

Manu Ginobli, Tim Duncan, and Tony Parker 

 



Follow Portage Follow Portage Follow Portage 

SportsSportsSports    

all year longall year longall year long    

   
SportsJuice.com is the SportsJuice.com is the SportsJuice.com is the    
Internetüs leading broad-Internetüs leading broad-Internetüs leading broad-

caster of  Minor League, Col-caster of  Minor League, Col-caster of  Minor League, Col-
legiate and Amateur sports legiate and Amateur sports legiate and Amateur sports    

   
Listen to SportsJuice.com Listen to SportsJuice.com Listen to SportsJuice.com 

broadcasts online, on your broadcasts online, on your broadcasts online, on your 
iPhone or AndroidiPhone or AndroidiPhone or Android    

Page 14 MAB MONTHLY 

States Airforce Academy. 

 While Popovich was at Air Force, he 

played for Bob Spear. He developed into a 

great player for the Falcons while majoring in 

Soviet Studies. By his Senior year, he was the 

team captain and leading scorer. After graduat-

ing from the Academy, he toured Europe as the 

captain of the US Armed Forces basketball 

team. He also got his first taste of champion-

ship basketball as the yteam won the 1972 

AAU championship.  His play on the armed 

forces team led to an invite to the 1972 US 

Olympic Basketball tryout. Popovich didnôt 

make the team after being cut early in the 

process by future hall of fame coach and Pop-

ovich friend Larry Brown. That was not the 

last time Brown would cut him though. Pop-

ovich tried out for the Denver Nuggets and 

was cut by Brown in that tryout as well. 

 With his basketball playing career over, 

he got his first coaching job as an assistant at 

his alma mater. As an assistant at Air Force un-

der head coach Hank Egan, he was able to 

bridge the academic part of the game with his 

playing career. After spending 6 years at Air 

Force, he was given the opportunity to become 

the head coach of the Sagehenas at Division 

III Pomona-Pitzer in Claremont, California. 

He carried on his duties form 1979-1985. In 

85, however, he took a 1 year sabbatical to 

coach with Larry Brown as a volunteer assis-

tant at Kansas. He returned to Pomona-Pizer 

for the 86-87 season before leaving the col-

lege to coach under Brown once again as an 

assistant for the San Antonio Spurs. 

 Popovich worked under Brown from 

1988-1992 as an assistant for the Spurs 

learning from his mentor and coaching 

alongside current Spurs GM RC Buford, for-

mer NBA player Ed Manning (who is also 

the father of Danny Manning), and  current 

Phoenix Suns head coach Alvin Gentry. Pop-

ovich took in all he could under Brownôs tu-

telage before the staff was fired. He spent 

one season as an assistant at Golden State 

under another Hall of Famer, Don Nelson. 

 Popovich returned to the Spurs in 

1994, but not as a coach. He was hired as the 
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General Manager and VP of Basketball Opera-

tions. During his time as an executive, he was 

able to put together the pieces of a team he 

would eventually coach. Some of his notable 

transactions included signing Avery Johnson, 

Doc Rivers, and Dominique Wilkins (at the 

end of his career) as well as trading Dennis 

Rodman to the Bulls. Of course, his biggest 

moves as an executive were in the draft 

having the opportunity to select Tim Dun-

can, Tony Parker and Manu Ginobli.  Of 

course, his tenure was not without contro-

versy as he fired then Head Coach Bob Hill 

who was 121-43 as the teams coach, report-

edly due to a 3-16 start. After firing Hill, 

Popovich took over as the interm head 

coach and started off 17-47. 

 That partial season, however, would 

be the only sub-.500 record of his NBA 

head coaching career. Since then, the Spurs 

have a 830-352 record in the regular sea-

son. In 97-98 the team would improve to 56

-26 behind the play of David Robinson and 

Tim Duncan, winning a first round playoff 

series against the Suns and falling in the 

semi-finals to the Jazz. That season would 

prove to be a building block to the next sea-

son with the team finishing 37-13 in a 

shortened season and winning the NBA ti-

tle over the Knicks 4 games to 1. 

 Popovich and the Spurs would win 

their second title in 2002-03 winning each 

series that they played in 4-2 against the 

Suns, Lakers, and Mavericks through the 

Western Conference. The Mavericks that 

season were coached by Popovichôs former 

Popovichôs Picture from  

The Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame 
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Golden State boss Don Nelson. They would 

win the title against the Jason Kidd lead New 

Jersey Nets. It is also interesting to note that 

Popovich relinquished his GM duties in the 

offseason to spend more time as the head 

coach. The third Spurs title would come in 

2004-2005 with a hard fought NBA Finals 

battle against the defending NBA Champion 

Detroit Pistons, coached by Popovichôs men-

tor Larry Brown. The Spurs would win 4 

games to 3 and the Spurs won their first 

championship without David Robinson.  An-

other Robinson would be a role player on 

that team. Fellow Northwest Indiana product 

Glenn Robinson came off of the bench for 

that team in the last season of his career. The 

fourth and final championship to date came 

in the 2006-2007 season against LeBron 

James and the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

 Popovich has come back to the Region 

a couple of times over the past couple of 

years. The first was in 2005 when Merrill-

ville High School invited him back to have 

his #21 jersey retired by the school. Pop-

ovich is one of only four athletes to be hon-

ored in that way by Merrillville. The other 

three are football players Jamel Williams and 

Eugene Wilson and Olympic Gold Medalist 

David Neville. The second was the afore-

mentioned visit to the area for an event to 

raise money for his former Biddy Basketball 

teammate Chuck Hughes and the Lakeshore 

Classic Scholarship program. In his return 

trips, people have been impressed by his 

down to earth attitude, humble demeanor and 

willingness to give. It is apparent that he has 

not forgotten his Hoosier roots and that it 

have contributed to his success. That success 

has included not only those NBA Champion-

ships and his retired high school jersey, but 

also his induction into the Indiana Basketball 

Hall of Fame. The induction is sure to be the 

first of many halls of fame that he will be a 

part of. 
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211 South East St., Crown Point, IN  
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DINE-IN * CARRY OUT * DELIVERY 

www.carriagecourtpizza.com  

 



ñPractice doesnôt make perfect, perfect 

practice makes perfectò is the motto for the 

Munster High School Girls soccer team.  The 

current conference champion team is on the 

run with a 13-2 standing, being 5-0 within 
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their conference.  Practicing four nights and 

playing two nights per week, holding a tight 

bond within the teammates, and maintaining 

a positive attitude throughout their season 

only added to their successful season so far.  

Munster Girls Soccer 

Wins Conference  

By Trisha Madura, MAB Monthly Staff Writer  

Munster girls junior varsity 

& varsity soccer 2012  
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Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com 

Setting goals of being both conference and 

sectional champions has not yet been 

achieved in Munster Girls soccer history, but 

with this confident and persistent team, any-

thing is possible. 

 ñTo be on this team is a lot of dedica-

tion and effort,ò says Munster senior Jackie 

Ashley. ñOur practices consist of us con-

stantly running to be in shape, and by our re-

cord so far, our constant hard work has paid 

off!ò  The team normally plays six days a 

week: four nights being practices and two 

nights actually playing games.  ñWhen Iôm at 

practice, I put in one hundred percent and try 

to push myself and my teammates to play our 

hardest,ò states Mustang captain Parin Patel.  

With the outstanding outcome this team has 

provided so far into the season, additional 

success with the teamôs remaining season 

games and sectionals should be a positive as-

pect to look forward to.   

 Positive encouragement benefits the 

group of girls from the coach (Varsity coach 

Valerie Pflum) and chosen captains.  ñBeing 

captain means being a positive role model 

and leader on and off the field,ò expresses 

Patel.  Captains seem to set the mood for the 

team and lead them to success.  The tight-

knit group of athletes would not be as moti-

vated, ambitious, and driven toward the 

achievement of their sport without the con-

sent of each other, the senior captains, and, 

of course, Coach Pflum.  This soccer team 

proclaimed to always stay upbeat, along with 

their multiple other goals set to be achieved 

throughout this fall season.  

 ñWe can never let ourselves lose a 

home game,ò says Ashley.  ñWe also hope to 

win sectionals and regionals.ò  Being a goal 

keeper, personal goals are set each game, de-

pending on the opposing team, from Patelôs 

perspective.  ñThis means knowing my oppo-

nent, adjusting my play, and talking to my 

defense, depending on who we are playing 
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Contact Rich Sapper at 219 -973 -7990  

or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com  

that night.ò  Whether per-

sonal or team goals, the team 

comes together every game 

to maintain a high standard 

that has been set for them-

selves and rival teams across 

the area.  Kankakee Valley, 

Lake Central, and Griffith 

(which was the conference 

championship) were key 

games that the Mustangs 

needed to win this season in 

order to prosper in their con-

ference.  After losing to 

those teams last year, the 

team was given more enthu-

siasm to win these games this year. 

The NWI Times newspaper has re-

cently ranked Munster girlsô soccer third in 

the area for the week.  According to such, 

this group of athletes has the initiative 

needed for sectional and regional success.  

Soccer sectionals will be held on Tuesday, 

October 2 and Thursday, October 4 in East 
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Chicago.  Sectional finals will be played on 

Saturday, October 6 this year. 

The encouragement, determination, 

Mustang goalie Parin Patel  
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and goals set by the team themselves have 

driven the Munster girls soccer team to ob-

tain the title of being conference champions 

this year.  Being sectional and regional 

champions are still in perspective for the ath-

letes as they strive for additional success dur-

ing their victory season.  Without putting in 

the hard work that this team has so far this 

season, the team would not be as successful 

as they are today.  With the flawless confer-

ence record and the almost perfect overall 

season record, Munster girlôs soccer has set 

the standards high for all surrounding teams 

entering these post-conference games.  Mun-

ster soccer has been based on the values that 

ñperfect practice makes perfectò and that all 

success comes from the amount of effort you 

put in, which is an enormous quantity for this 

well-trained team. 

 

 

 
 

 



They often labor in relative obscurity. They do 

not always get the flashy headlines. Or the broad-

cast coverage. Or the recognition all of the time 

that the other fall athletes get. But guess what? 

They are good. Really good. They head to the state 

finals as teams and as individuals. Of course, it is 

girls golf that we refer to and the region has some 

good teams and golfers. 
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High School 

Girls Golf:  

The Regionõs 

òlost sportó? 

MAB Monthly  

Staff Report  



Page 23 MAB MONTHLY 

As you might expect, teams 

from the Duneland Conference: 

Chesterton, Valpo, Lake Central 

among others are some of the top 

teams in the area. Obviously with 

more potential athletes to choose 

from, there is a better chance of get-

ting a decent team together. Of 

course, they are more than decent. 

Two area teams represented the area 

in the girls state finals after placing 

in the top 3 in  the Lafayette Jeffer-

son girls golf regional. Valpo lead by 

Junior Harley Dubsky as well as 

Chesterton lead by defending indi-

vidual state champion Kelley Grassel 

advanced to the final. In addition, 

Kiana Jongsma, and Kylie Shoe-

maker as well as Crown Point Fresh-

man Tiffany Curtis all made it to the 

state championship as well.  

Each of the teams that made it 

to the finals were eligible to compete 

for a team title, but all players are in 

the individual tournament. This is 

not necessarily unique to golf, but it 

is an interesting aspect of the tourna-

ment where an individual is compet-

ing both for their team and them-

selves. It gives players a chance to 

bring glory to themselves and their 

schools at the same time. 

Of course, this doesnôt usually 

happen. Not at least in recent history.  

The last time a girls golfer won as 
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the individual medalist and  their team also 

won the state championship was  in 1999 

when Leigh Anne Hardin or Martinsville won 

her third straight individual medal in the midst 

of her team winning 6 in a row.  

Last year, Chestertonôs Kelly Grassel  

was an individual state champion, but the team  

did not win the championship. This is the year 

that Grassel and the Trojans are hoping that 

trend reverses as she strives for both. Grassel 

was the individual medalist, but Chesterton 

fell short as a team. Of course, Harley Dubsky 

has been a major thorn in the side of her com-

petitors this year and the rest of the Valparaiso 

team were contenders for an individual and 

team state championship as well. 

In the area, Chesterton has been solid 

for the past several years with 5 team finals 
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appearances since  2008. Valpo has been 

even better with 12 appearances since the 

start of the tournament. Lake Central did not 

qualify as a team this year, but has 5 appear-

ance, mostly in the mid to late 90ôs. LaPorte 

has had 6 appearances, Marquette 7 times, a 

Michigan City public school (either Rogers 

or Elston before the merger) 1, Munster 6 

Chesterton's Kelly Grassel  

was the individual  

state champion in 2011 & 2012 

Valpoôs Harley Dubsky is one of the top golfers in the area winning  

several tournaments and leading the Vikings to the state finals as a team. 
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times, Highland 1,  and 

Crown Point 1. Of course 

in recent years it has been 

all Valpo and Chesterton at 

the team level with out-

standing individual con-

tributors along the way. 

So why the lack of 

attention? Certainly not 

talent. Golf is popular so it 

is not that. Likely it is that 

the sport is overshadowed 

by football, which has 

quickly become Americaôs top spectator 

sport.. It also could be because due to the 

size of golf courses it is not the easiest sport 

to follow as a spectator if it is not on TV. It 

does not translate well to radio. That said, 

even though it does not always get the front 

page of the sports section headlines that 

other sports do, the local newspapers have 

done a better job of covering it, but still not 

at the level that other sports often get. 

It is important to remember that these 

girls are representing the region well and will 

probably have a better chance statistically of 

becoming pros in their sport than the athletes 

competing in basketball, football, or most 

other sports with the exception possibly of 

baseball. It would be nice to say, ñI remem-

ber whenò if these ladies do end up on the 

LPGA  Tour.  

In the meantime, they will continue to 

compete for their high schools, in local and 

larger tournaments and they will continue to 

do it for themselves, their communities and 

the sport they love. Hopefully, their efforts 

will be recognized and they will get the 

credit they deserve as outstanding student 

athletes. 

So is girls golf the ñlost sportò in the 

fall in the Region? Maybe not, but it is one 

that we should pay attention to. 

Crown Point Girls Golf Team 
Lake Centralôs 

Amanda Blais 
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Chicago Bears 

Back to Football Kickoff Night 

Event Photo Gallery  

By Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer  



 

Region Sportsdesk 
 

Do you need a sports  

recruiting video?  

Then find Region Sports-

desk on Facebook and ask 

JT HOYO for more info. 

Page 27 MAB MONTHLY 

Bears Broadcaster Jeff Joniak 

talking with Fans 

Bears Legend Tom Thayer (left)  

and Rich Sapper 
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Top: Walter Paytonôs helmet and Shoulder pads 

Left: Paytonôs uniform 



 

 

Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com 
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Top: Mural of Walter Payton at the Bear Practice facility 
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From Top Left: Bears Head Coach Lovie Smith, GM Phil Emery and Predident Ted Phillips, 

and the ñBack to Footballò Sign at the event 


