MAB MONTHLY

June 2012

FREE

Celebrating Dad: A Salute to
Fathers and Sons in Sports
A Conversation with
Patsy Elmer of Big
Time Jerseys
NWI Oilmen
Season Preview
Andy Answers
Your Sports
Questions
Plus….
Indy 500 Pole Day in Pictures
RailCats Opening Day

www.midamericabroadcasting.com

MAB MONTHLY

Page 3

MAB ONLINE MAGAZINE
Well, another year has come, and is pretty much gone
in high school sports. With only a couple of post-season tournaments wrapping up, the high school calendar has all but
come to a close.
It would seem that in such a month, a magazine that
focuses primarily on high school and local sports would be
scaled back, taking a bit of a summer break of it’s own. Well,
we thought that may happen too. Instead the result has been
our biggest issue yet!
We are excited to have had a conversation with Patsy
Elmer of Big Time Jerseys, a look ahead at the NWI Ironmen,
and a recap of the RailCats home opener. Andy does some of
what he does best in answering your burning sports questions,
Bob visited the garage and pits on Pole Day this month and
brought back some great photos that we are happy to share
with you. We also bring you our salute to famous fathers and
sons in sports and announce our football schedule for the fall
and the return of Wally McCormack as a head coach.
As always we want to thank you, the reader, as well as
our sponsors. We especially would like to thank our newest
sponsor Patsy Elmer of Big Time Jerseys. Please support
them, because with out them we would not exist.
Contact Information
Phone: 219-973-7990
Website: www.midamericabroadcasting.com
Also find us on Facebook and Twitter
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A Conversation with
Patsy Elmer of Big Time Jerseys
By Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer
One of the
pleasures of
what we do
here at Mid
America, is the
people that we
come in contact
with. Sometimes, those
people are athletes, coaches,
or administrators, but sometimes, those
people are the
behind-thescenes folks,
without whom
the game would
never be the
same. Imagine
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going to a game and seeing your favorite team in a simple colored
t-shirt with no decoration. Or to look in the rafters and see nothing
hanging there. Well, I have had the chance to run into a one of
those outstanding individuals who helps make the game just that
much more enjoyable. Patsy Elmer the founder and owner of Big
Time Jerseys was gracious enough to spend some time in talking
about what she does and gave some insight into the business of
making athletes look good doing what they do best.

Rich Sapper: Patsy, thanks for taking time
out of your busy schedule to chat with us.
Tell us a little about Big Time Jerseys and
what you do.
Patsy Elmer: Big Time Jerseys is the official
jersey decorator of many pro, semi-pro and
amateur teams based in Phoenix, Arizona. We also cater to collectors of vintage
and throwback jerseys, offering our talents in
artwork and sewing to aid them with their
jersey restorations. We take extreme care
when we are removing twill lettering to have
their jerseys re-lettered with a different name
and number. We also specialize in making
the giant oversized jerseys that can hang in
arenas, school gymnasiums, sports bars or
your typical ‘man cave’.
Previous Page: Patsy’s 12 x 7.5 foot Dirk
Nowitzki jersey special ordered by the Dallas
Mavericks, right the front of the same jersey.
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RS: How did you get started in the business?
PE: This is the best way to describe it. My
life didn’t turn out the way I thought it
would….it turned out a thousand times better
than I ever thought it could. After my 18year marriage ended in a divorce, I left my
hometown Miami, AZ to start a new life in
Phoenix. I had been chosen over several
other applicants for a position as production
manager with a lettering company, based
solely on my extensive background in sewing experience. I put away the glitz and
glamour of the wedding gowns and prom
dresses I had previously designed and created, and entered a new and challenging area
of sewing in lettering sport jerseys of which I
knew nothing about. So for the next few
years I was eager to learn everything I could
possibly get my hands on about the lettering
business. It was such an exciting time for me

Right: The 20 x 10 Gretzky Oilers jersey,
and below a smaller model.
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especially, because as Arizona grew with another professional team, (NHL, MLB,
ECHL, AHL etc) our company lettered their
jerseys. We also grew from 7 employees to
25+. During my 14th year an unfortunate rift
came between my employer and me resulting
in my decision to leave the company. It was
a sad time for me, but I decided to pick myself up and dust myself off as I had done
once before after my divorce. I went on to
work at Phoenix Alterations but one month
later I received a phone call from Wayne
Gretzky’s brother-in-law Mike Brown, asking me if I would consider still doing their
jerseys on my own. He had an order for
1,000 jerseys to get lettered with Gretzky
#99. A couple of weeks later I received a
phone call from Jay Gaspar the equipment
manager of the Phoenix Suns asking me if I
would still do the team’s game jerseys. A
few weeks after that another phone call
came….and then another….and yet another….and then it was the domino ef-
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fect. That was how, when and why Big Time
Jerseys began.
RS: You have an impressive list of clients
from a good portion of the professional
teams in Phoenix such as the Suns and Coyotes, to the Gary SouthShore RailCats to corporate clients. How did you initially break in
with this high caliber clientele?
PE: Initially it happened because the company I worked for was already lettering the
jerseys for the Suns since their inception in
1968. As Arizona acquired the Coyotes, Diamondbacks, Rattlers, Mercury, Roadrunners,
Sandsharks and Sting, they came to the same
source as did all the other teams. After I left
the company, they started calling me to continue to letter their jerseys. I was both elated
and humbled by the fact that they had
enough confidence and trust in me that I
could still provide them with the same service in my own business as I had before.
RS: It seems that you have had the opportunity to make some extra, extra, extra large
jerseys, and I am not talking about simply
the jerseys that you have done for players
like Shaquille O'Neal. What I am referring to
is the oversized jerseys such as the Wayne
Gretzky jersey on the main page of your
website, or the giant statue that you had
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draped in a Suns uniform. How do you come
up with that idea, and how often are you able
to do those special projects?
PE: I first got the idea for the giant jersey
because the Suns brought me a similar jersey
that hung in their arena that had Stoudemire
#32 on it. He had just changed his number to
#1. As I proceeded to change out his number, I had the opportunity to look at the construction of this oversized jersey. I knew I
could make one bigger and with better construction. The only thing I needed was
someone to want one. A few weeks later I
got my wish! The Dallas Mavericks called
and asked me if I could make SIX giant jerseys for their starting players to hang in their
American Airlines Arena. They were 12’ tall
and 7.5’ wide, 400% bigger than a normal
size jersey. It was quite the project and I enjoyed every minute of it.
RS: and how often are you able to do those
special projects?
PE: Not often enough for me. As far as the
uniforms for the statue, I wish I could make a
special jersey for a statue in every city of
every state. I’m sure each city has a statue
that they would love to see wearing their

Interact with us on
Facebook at
Mid America
Broadcasting LLC
and on
Twitter @mabsports
for scores, updates, and sports
news!
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hometown jersey, especially when they are in
the playoffs. I also did an Alabama Crimson
Tide jersey at 6’ tall for a Phoenix Police officer for his ‘man cave’. These also make
great backdrops in sport bars or a themed jersey for a family pizza restaurant. They can
be a great fund raiser to have everyone make
a donation to a charity and then they can sign
the giant jersey.
RS: Obviously, a majority of your work is
within sports with teams at all levels. What
other types of organizations do you do?
PE: KVZ Sports prints the logo of a ski resort on special fabric that we sew to make ski
accessories and snowboard jerseys. I also
work with Fiber Works. They are an outstanding company that design and create
mascots. I sew the uniforms that some of
those mascots wear.
RS: Without giving away any secrets, what
is the process like from the time
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you receive the order to the time that you deliver it?
PE: Let’s just say, I sometimes wish there
was a camera in here. We could do our own
version of a reality show! All kidding aside,
many guys send me their personal MLB jerseys and want them personalized with either
their name and favorite number or the name
and number of their favorite player. The first
thing I do is refer to my MLB Game Worn
Jerseys Guide, by Bill Henderson
(www.mlbstyleguides.com). This guide has
been invaluable to me in my business and
without it, it would be more difficult to give
my customer accurate, authentic lettering on
their jerseys. Once I have the tackle twill lettering cut (not sewn yet) I send a photo of it
to my customer to be certain we are on the
same page as to what he is expecting. If it’s
not to his approval, then we tweak it until it
is. After the approval, then it gets sewn to
the jersey and shipped back soon afterwards. This process can take anywhere from
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2 weeks to 2 months depending on my work flow
and the time of year.
When I’m getting the Suns ready to start
their season, I have about 2 weeks to letter up to
100 jerseys for all the players. That’s enough time
without rushing through it, but there were two occasions that were a bit out of the ordinary, and yet
we were still able to pull it off.
In December of 2010 the Suns made a
blockbuster trade that brought three new players to
the valley. Jay Gaspar, the head equipment manager for the Suns called to inform me they had just
signed Marcin Gortat, Vince Carter and Mickael
Pietrus, and he needed 6 jerseys for each of them
ASAP. Getting an emergency call like this from
Jay is not unusual. Although the only thing that

Big Time Jerseys creations
grace a statue in
Phoenix in
(from top right
to bottom left)
Suns, Diamondbacks, and
Coyotes in gear.
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made this one different is that I was with my
family attending my beloved aunt’s funeral 2
hours away in Miami, Arizona. I looked at
my vibrating phone to see it’s Jay calling. I
knew it was important because he had previously put me on alert. I quietly and respectfully excused myself and stepped away from
the open casket. I took the phone call in the
lobby and I knew I needed to get back to
Phoenix within a reasonable time to get them
ready for a press conference and games.
Another memorable order came in the
summer of 2009. The Suns were attending
their summer camp in Las Vegas. I was
happy their camp coincided with my daughter’s homecoming from Afghanistan, where
she had been deployed as a trauma nurse. I
had taken extra camp jerseys and lettering
just in case the team needed anything; I
could do it while I was in town.
We had just picked her up from the
airport and hadn’t even made it to her home
when I get a call from Jay. He needs a jersey. No, not a camp jersey that I have plenty
of, but a game jersey that’s in Phoenix. I
wasn’t going back to Phoenix for 2
weeks! They had just signed Channing Frye
and they were having a press conference
early the next day. I called my dedicated
team of ladies that work with me, and they
were able to sew Frye #8 on the jersey. The
first hurdle was crossed. The next was to get
it up to Vegas in time. Thankfully my sister,
Lillian, was driving up to be with us for
Christine’s homecoming and she had not left
yet. She was able to bring it with her, give it
to me and I delivered it to the hotel where
they were staying all in a matter of
hours. Jay has said I can work miracles. I
would not have been able to pull that one off
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had it not been for my ladies and my sister
Lillian.
RS: What advice would you give coaches,
athletic directors, team officials or anyone
who would like to design a new logo for
their team?
PE: To be as creative as you want.
RS: What else can you tell us about your
business?
PE: My goal for Big Time Jerseys is to give
my customers a quality product at a fair
price, and as a result of my in-depth communications with them, what started out as a
customer is now a friend.
RS: What is the most memorable job that
you have ever done for a client?
PE: That would have to be the giant Oiler
jersey for Gretzky. It is 20’ wide by 10’ tall,
330% bigger than a normal size jersey. It
now hangs in the Frank Lacroix minor
hockey arena. You can read about it on
Gretzky.com
RS: How can people find out more about
Big Time Jerseys or place an order?
PE: Email me
at bigtimejerseys@gmail.com or call me at
602-279-1262 or visit my website at bigtimejerseys.com. I look forward to hearing from you!
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VISION POINT
ATHLETES OF THE MONTH
Written and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff Writer

Matt Pappas
Wheeler
Wheeler's Pitcher Matt Pappas
picked up the win over Highland 9-3.
Pappas was a perfect 3-0 on the
season and the Bearcats were 12-3
through the first week in May.

Edison Eagles
Softball Team
Edison
The Lake Station Edison Lady Eagles Softball Team upset Wheeler 2-0 in
the Sectional Semifinal and then went on
to win the 2A Sectional Championship 15
-0 over RF to improve to 18-9.

Rhiannon Cox
Griffith

Griffith Softball Pitcher Rhiannon
Cox held 20 win Crown Point to one
run, scattered seven hits, had 4 strikeouts, pitched a complete game, and
notched her tenth victory of the season in a 3-1 win victory at Crown
Point.

Cornelius
Strickland
Bowman
Strickland won both the 100 and
200 at the Valparasio Regional. He
ran the 100 in 10.43 seconds, beating
the previous record of 10/5 seconds
for the track and the 10.51 second regional record.

CLEARLY DIFFERENT
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Oilmen Season Preview
By Brandon Vickery
Pow Wow Radio
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Beautiful Oil City Stadium in Whiting will have
a new occupant this summer as the Northwest Indiana Oilmen of the Midwest Collegiate League play
their first ever season. The Oilmen will feature a
variety of talented collegiate players who will use
the MCL as a chance to continue playing baseball in
the summer. Wooden bats are used for all MCL
games.

The league, which is entering its third
year in existence, is undergoing a major expansion as the number of teams in the MCL
has doubled from four to eight. The returning squads are the Chicago Zephyrs, Rockford Foresters, Southland Vikings and Will
County CrackerJacks. The
DuPage County Hounds, Illinois
Lincolns and DeKalb County
Liners join the Oilmen as the
four expansion teams for 2012.
Oil City Stadium is also
the home of the Whiting High
School baseball team and Calumet College of St. Joseph baseball. It opened in April 2011 and hosted the
2011 MCL All-Star Game on July 13.
Midwest Collegiate League Commissioner Don Popravak is the co-owner of the
Oilmen, along with former White Sox player
and region native Ron Kittle. The season

opens up on June 1 at Benedictine University
against DuPage County. The Oilmen host
Southland for their first ever home game on
Sunday, June 3 at 4:10. The league spans
June and July as the Oilmen play 46 games,
29 of which are at home.
The Oilmen will be managed by Trinity Christian College
head baseball coach Justin Huisman. Huisman pitched in the
professional ranks for eight years,
from 2000 to 2007. His career
included a 14 game big league
stint with the Kansas City Royals
in 2004. He pitched in the Rockies, Royals, Mariners and Astros organizations before rounding out his playing career
with the Newark Bears of the Atlantic
League in 2007.
The team’s roster includes a combination of local players and non-area collegiate
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ballplayers. Shortstop Elliot
Bajda of Judson University will
be right at home after playing
his high school ball at Whiting
High School. Oil City Stadium
opened during his senior season.
Other Oilmen who played their
high school ball in Northwest
Indiana are Crown Point’s Josh
Negele (LHP, Indiana State University), Kankakee Valley’s
Kale Popp (RHP, Trine), River
Forest’s Tyler Hanson (C, St.
Joseph’s), Andrean’s Kevin
Fanchetti (C, Ball State),
Above: a view of Oil City Stadium scoreboard. Below: A view of the bleachers
Lowell’s Craig Austgen (SS,
South Suburban College), Lake
Central’s Cody Dykema (SS,
UIC), Calumet’s James Tucker
(RHP, Chicago State University), Munster’s Ryan Wilkinson
(LHP, Toledo), Highland’s Nik
Mason (RHP, Quincy University), and Hammond Baptist’s
Josh Stowe (RHP, Robert Morris University).
Valparaiso University
first baseman John Loeffler is
another Oilman who is familiar
with playing in the Region.
Purdue infielder Bennett Oliver,
who played at Washburn Rural High School
can’s armed forces. That will start a five
in Topeka, Kanas, is one of four Boilermakgame holiday home stand that includes a July
ers on the roster along with Brandon Krieg,
4 night game against DuPage County. The
Joey Eichmann and Kyle Wood. Most playleague will pause from July 9-12 for the Allers are from the Midwest, but outfielder Nick
Star Break. This year’s game will be hosted
Mar of Macalester College in St. Paul, Minby the Hounds at Benedictine University on
nesota resides in Sacramento, California.
July 11.
The Oilmen will hold a special exhibiThe MCL regular season, which contion game on July 1 at 6:10 as they play the
cludes for the Oilmen on July 29, will be folUS Military All-Stars in support of Ameri-
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lowed by the league’s playoffs. A year ago, a
portion of the postseason was hosted at Oil
City Stadium. Four of the eight teams in the
league will compete in the 2012 MCL Playoffs.
On February 28 a press conference
was held in Whiting to announce the addition
of the Oilmen. Mayor Joe Stahura spoke at
the press conference along with Popravak
and Kittle. Stahura is excited that the city of
Whiting will have a pre-minor league team
to root for. He expects the team to bring
business with it and help local restaurants,
stores and other businesses. Fans will have a
chance to enjoy baseball by the lake while
seeing some of the Midwest’s up-andcoming stars this summer at Oil City Stadium. All Oilmen games, home and away,
will air on WJOB 1230 AM and the team’s
website, www.nwioilmen.com.
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Catch Brandon Vickrey during the school year on Pow
Wow Radio, where he serves as
the lead host of Portage Indians
Sports Corner and as a play-byplay broadcaster for select sporting events. Pow Wow Radio airs
on PHSNewsOnline.com or blogtalkradio.com/powwwowradio.
Also, make sure to listen as Brandon calls games this
spring season for MAB and this summer for the Oilmen!

5 Reasons to Advertise
with MAB
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Support exposure for student athletes.
Low advertising rates.
Special packages available.
Your ad will run live and on our archive.
Option of game, web and online mag.
Contact Rich Sapper at 219-973-7990
or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com

MAB MONTHLY

Page 20

Chicagoland
and Indiana

HS Sports
Questions
going into
next year!!!
by Andy Wielgus , MAB Monthly Staff Writer

Well, as we come to the end of another Indiana HS Sports year and the end of the Pro/
College Winter Sports Season, it makes one
ponder what the future will be.
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1. Will Derrick Rose be the same player
after he comes back from his surgery?
Ron Harper of the Cleveland Cavs never
had the same explosiveness after his traumatic injury.
2. Will Luol Deng wait until after the
Olympics for his surgery? Deng really
wants to play for Great Britain, how
slow will the Bulls start be without D
Rose for 8-12 months and Deng until
the New Year?
3. What will the Bulls do with three members of the Bench Mob? Will Brewer,
Korver, and Watson be back, only some,
or none at all?
4. Will the Blackhawks get a new
Goaltender and upgrade the defense for next year? 2 early exits
and could this problem lead to an
exit for Stan Bowman?
5. How long will it take for Coach Radtke
to rebuild New Prairie? Mishawaka’s Bart
Curtis did a fine job at New Prairie and it
won’t be long for Russ to get them back
to his winning ways.

6. Will Wally bring the Tribe back
to the upper tier of the DAC like
the Craig Buzea days? Low numbers in a Senior Class will make
this a 2 year project, if the talented
Underclassmen can step up in
2013.

7. Can Michigan City win a State Title
in Girls Basketball next year? Coach
Megeyse has the experience at SBSJ
and a talented team. It’s too bad that
silly double round robin doesn’t go
away next year.

8. Will Griffith football change radically next
year? No, look for Coach Pickett to continue the
Wishbone tradition and they play Coach Radtke
and New Prairie Week 2.

Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com
http://www.sportsworxnwin.com/
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9. Will more Region Athletes be
headed for Michigan? After Hunter,
Novak, Robinson, McGary, and
Albrecht. Don’t be surprised to
hear that another Robinson from
LC, might not end up there, for
Football or Wrestling.
10. Are CP and LC separating themselves from the pack in Sports, in the DAC? CP is the 13 th
largest HS in the state and LC is doing a major remodel. The answer in many sports in JH – HS
is yes, Soccer State Championships , Football, Boys Basketball, Baseball, and Softball look
good at these schools and so do there feeder schools - Clark Middle School and Taft JH in
Basketball had outstanding 8th grade teams. Taft was excellent in Football too. And in the AAU
Basketball circuit, these schools do very well against all star teams. CP JR Bulldogs and the Tri
Town Raiders are excellent football feeders. Also CP Cal Ripken and Schererville Baseball
too, are outstanding leagues.
11. Will more turf fields be coming to
HS Football. Yes, look for LC and
Whiting to be next possibly.

12. Will the Saturday HS Football be back
in the future. Yes, but don’t tie it to a TV
Station, webcasting is a better future option anyways long term. By the way over
a decade ago in Indiana, everyone
laughed at Internet broadcasting and me,
Bob Potosky, Mike Bozich, Rich Sapper,
and Hank Kilander. There not laughing
anymore and have joined the bandwagon.

13. Will MAB have two crews for Football. Yes, that’s the plan for the Fall.
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14. Can the Indiana College Schools ever
decide upon a QB? Hopefully this will
come to a head this year at ND, Indi- 16. Will the Railcats Challenge be reana, and Purdue.
tooled for next year, so more teams can
play? Hopefully so more teams can play,
maybe a sponsor to alleviate the schools
cost?
15. Who will the next early round
NFL pick be from the Region?
DT Kewaan Short- EC Central –
Purdue. Will MAB’s Hank Ki17. Can the Region win a State Title again in
lander be in the Green Room?
Soccer? Yes especially with the breakdown
into 2 classes and the talented feeders like the
Millenium, Eclipse, Three Lions, Tigers, Midwest
Wings, and Indiana Magic teams that play in tournaments across the Midwest with Region kids.
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18. Will class basketball finally go away as a debate? Yes, it needs to be replaced with the
current 21st century dilemmas of no border charter schools, parochials, vouchers, and 6A
Football amongst others.
20. Will CP contend vs Yancey and Robinson and LC in the DAC? Yes with super
Juniors like Tristen Peterson, Brendan
Mckinnion, and Connor Andrie, along
with Seniors Braxton Rice and Zach Plesac, back, the Dogs will do well. Jake
Jatis at QB and two super Soph. in the
fold too with Rb’s Luke Polus and Troy
19. Can the Indiana Hoosiers make the
Grady for Coach Enright
Final Four? Yes, this may be the year
with Zeller and Ferrell in the fold for
Coach Crean.

Thanks, Andy Wielgus MABC, LLC. – You can reach us on Facebook as Mid America Broadcasting LLC or on Twitter as@ mabsports.

ROGER BROCK

Sapper’s Market and Greenhouses
1155 South Lake Park Ave, Hobart
219-942-4995

219-670-0011

HAMMONDSPORTS.COM
COVERING HAMMOND INDIANA
SPORTS including
Morton
Hammond High
Gavit
Clark
Bishop Noll
Hammond Academy
BROCKROGER@YAHOO.COM
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“You’ve got that Hungry Feelin!”
Now Serving Chefs Choice

Chef’s Choice
Lunch Buffet
Mon-Fri

11-2

211 South East St., Crown Point, IN

663-6551
DINE-IN * CARRY OUT * DELIVERY

Every day, the Lunch Buffet
includes: Pizza, Salads, Anti-pasta
Salads, Soups and all the Fixens!
Daily Specials are as follows:
Monday……………….Baked Chicken
Tuesday…………………………Tacos
Wednesday………….Variety of Pastas
Thursday…………………….Sausage
Friday……………………………Fish

www.carriagecourtpizza.com
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Pole Day in Pictures
By Bob Potosky MAB Monthly Staff Writer
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James Hinchcliffe roaring past...

Charlie Kimball's #83 Dallara-Honda

Bryan Clausons ride...before his smashed it on his qualifying run

The Gordon Pipers
The Sonnys Car, #18 Justin Wilso n
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The ride of 2-time winner Dario Franchitt

4-time winner Rick Mears signing for the fans
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#28 of Ryan Hunter-Reay, who would go on to
qualify on the front row.

Oriol Servia signing autographs for a fan
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Bob Potosky in front
of the Pylon, 5 mins
before the start of
qualifying.

The ride of 3-time winner Helio
Castroneves, with the aforementioned
Helio in the background

Simon Pagenaud, currently leading the Rookie of the Year standings.

Law Office Of
Paul Barenie
(219) 864-0188
27 W. Joliet Street
Schererville, IN
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Tony Kanaan’s Ride

Friendly banter between Saavedra and Helio

Last year's Rookie of the Year and runner-up JR Hildebrand. After last year's finish, so want to see him win one of these

Now Smoke
Free!

149 E Commercial Ave
Lowell, IN 46356
219-696-2270

The #12 Verizion Chevy of points
leader Will Power
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Rich Construction
Company, Inc.
Fire and Insurance
Restoration Specialists

1-800-249-0557
219-322-9200

Licensed, Bonded and Insured
Founded 1968
Member Better Business Bureau

www.richconstruction.com
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Celebrating
Dad
Famous Fathers
and Sons in Sports

By Rich Sapper
MAB Monthly
Staff Writer
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With the month of June rolling
around, we look to the end of the
high school sports season, are well
into the MLB season and the RailCats are a few weeks in. We are embroiled in the NBA playoffs, and the
draft is just around the corner.
June also brings the annual
celebration of fathers. As we think
back to our childhoods we think back
to the time with our dad, our in some
cases a father figure who meant a lot
to us growing up. Often, those
memories turn to sports. A trip to the
ball game, a catch in the back yard or
just sitting on the couch cheering on
your favorite team with your dad invoke a nostalgic feeling unlike many
others.
Some father-son combinations
have taken that love of sports beyond
the backyard. There are countless examples of fathers and sons that have
both been high level competitors . In
some cases sports has been the family business. We will take a look at
some of the best father-son combinations in sports. Obviously, this list is
not all-inclusive, there is just not the
space to print and talk about them
all. This is simply a list of some of
the best in my opinion. Please feel
free to share yours on our Facebook
page to continue the conversation.
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The Mannings
Perhaps no other set of father and sons
has been more celebrated than Archie and his
sons Peyton and Eli. If not for an injury,
Cooper may be in this conversation as well.
Obviously, Archie Manning had a nice career
as a quarterback for the Saints. Growing up
in the shadow of that success were two future
MVPs. Peyton to date is an 11 time
probowler, 4 time NFL MVP Super Bowl
MVP and has a ring with the Colts. Youngest
son Eli is a two-time Pro-Bowler, 2 time

Simply Better Storage
1.877.SCALE.59
scalecomputing.com
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Supper Bowl MVP, and has two Super Bowl
wins with the Giants.

The Ripkens
Cal Ripken Sr. was best known as a
coach and a manger spending more than a
decade in the Orioles minor league system
before joining the major league club. In all
he spent 36 years as a player, coach, manager, scout with the O’s. He also became the
first manager to manage two sons at the same
time in the majors in 1987 when Cal Jr and
Billy were member’s of Baltimore’s MLB
club.
Billy was a career .247 who spent two
stints with Baltimore, two with the Rangers,
a season with Detroit and one with Cleveland

The Griffeys
Ken Griffey Sr. won two World Series
as at outfielder with the Reds in the mid 70’s
as a member of the Big Red Machine and
played for the Reds, Yankees, Braves and
Mariners. As good as Senior was, and he was
an outstanding player, his son may have been
even better. The Griffeys were able to play
together in Seattle becoming one of the first
father-son combos to play in the same MLB
game as they shared the field against Kansas
City in 1990.
Junior never won a championship in
Gifts for Dad (and something for you)!
his career but made the All-Star team 13
times, won 10 Gold Gloves and 7 Silver
Slugger awards over his career with the
Mariners, Reds, and White Sox.

HAMMONDSPORTS.COM
COVERING HAMMOND INDIANA SPORTS

youravon.com/hsapper
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in an 11 year major league career.
Of course, Cal Junior was the most accomplished on the field of the trio. The 19
time all star won a World Series in 1983, was
a two time AL MVP, 8 time silver Slugger
winner, and 2 time Gold Glover who
changed the shortstop position forever. He
hold the consecutive games played streak record in the majors with 2,632 straight games
played and is a member of the Baseball Hall
of Fame.

to Europe playing in the Italian League and
finally wrapping things up with the Boston
Frenzy of the re-imagined ABA. Bryant is
currently a coach with the Bangkok Cobras
of the ABL and has also coached the Sparks
of the WNBA as well as ABA and Japanese
League teams.
Of course, his biggest claim to fame
may be his son Kobe who has played for the
Lakers since a draft day trade sent him to LA
in 1996 our of Lower Merion High School .
Since then he has been a part of 5 NBA
Championships, is a two-time NBA Finals
MVP, a 14 time all star, and was the NBA
MVP in 2008. He was also an Olympic Gold
medalist with the men’s national team in
2008 and is scheduled to play in the 2012
Olympics.

5 Reasons to Advertise
with MAB
The Bryants
Joe “Jelly Bean” Bryant was a serviceable NBA forward who began his career
in 1975 with the 76ers after being traded
prior to the season from the Warriors who
drafted him. He also spent a couple of season
ith the Clippers and Rockets, before heading

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Support exposure for student athletes.
Low advertising rates.
Special packages available.
Your ad will run live and on our archive.
Option of game, web and online mag.
Contact Rich Sapper at 219-973-7990
or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com

A major home improvement project can enhance your quality of life;
give your family years of enjoyment; reduce your energy costs; and add
significant value to your home.
The success of your project depends on a detailed plan,
good communication, expert craftsmen, and a
dedicated team that will exceed your expectations.
GoCo delivers all that and more.
Call us today at 219-926-2488 to schedule your Initial Consultation.
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The Gwynns
Another current MLB star with a following in his father’s footsteps is Tony Gwynn Jr.
His father, Tony, Sr. is a Hall of Famer who
spent his entire career with the Padres (from
1981-2001. In that span, he was a 15 time All
Star, 5 time Gold Glover, and won the NL batting title 8 times. Since his retirement he has re-

The Fielders
Another one of the great father-son
combos in MLB is easily Cecil and Price
Fielder. Cecil was one of the best hitters of
the 80’s and 90’s hitting 319 HRs and
amassing 1,008 RBI in a career that started
with is call up to the Blue Jays in June of
1985 with stops in Japan, with the Yankees, Angels and Indians ending his
career in Cleveland in 1998. Fielder
won a World Series with the Blue Jays
Check out Region Sports Desk’s
in 1996 and was a three time all star,
Shows, Highlight Videos and
and two time Silver Slugger Winner.
Recruiting Videos on
Prince has picked up right
where his father left off since making
his MLB debut in 2005 with Milwaukee before heading to Detroit in the
offseason. He has already made 3 All
Star tea,ms, won the Silver Slugger
twice and already is on track to match
and surpass Cecil’s home run and RBI
totals.
www.youtube.com/user/

jtjrmoney8
“Like” Mid America Broadcasting on
Facebook
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mained active in baseball and is the head
coach at San Diego State University and a
part-time analyst for ESPN.
The younger Gwynn has not quite
lived up to his father’s prowess, but has
played for the Brewers, Padres and currently
with the Dodgers, hitting .247 with 83 RBI in
his career so far.

The Howes
Gordie, Mark & Marty Howe
are to hockey as the Mannings
are to football, but have some
Griffey-esque qualities to them
as well. It is impossible to think
about old time hockey without
thinking of Gordie Howe. The
patriarch of this family is nicknamed “Mr. Hockey” after all.
Howe was inducted into the
Hall of Fame in 1972 and spent
his NHL career with the Red
Wings. The Right Wing started
his career in 1946 and played
until his first retirement in 1971,

played again from 1973-1980 in the WHA,
and played in one game for the Detroit Vipers in 1998. Howe was a six time MVP, and
won four Stanley Cups in Detroit.
Of the two sons, Mark had the most
distinguished career of the brothers. Like his
dad, he is a hall of famer, inducted in 2011
after spending his NHL career with Hartford,
Philadelphia and Detroit. He was an NHL All
-Star four times, won a Silver Medal in the
Olympics in 1972 and had a distinguished
WHA career as well.
Marty , who like his brother, was a
defenseman, played for the Whalers and Bruins in the NHL.
Of note for the three Howes, is that
they were teammates playing for the WHAs
Houston Aeros from 1973—1977. During the
1973 season, Mark was the Rookie of the
Year, Gordie was the 1974 MVP in the WHA
and the trio led the Aeros to back-to back
WHA championships in 1974 and 1975,

Broadway Mini
Storage
Broadway Mini Storage provides Northwest Indiana household and commercial storage space.
Our facility has 24-hour access and private units. Locks are provided and
there is no registration fee.
Services for Our Storage Facility Include:
 Monthly and Annual Contracts
 Low Rates
 Lock Available
 Unit Sizes (5x10) (10x10) (10x15) (10x20)
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making them one of the only father-son combos to win a professional championship as
players on the same team.
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and the Diamondbacks. The 12 time All Star,
won the World Series twice in 1991 and
1992, was 1a 10 time Gold Glover and is a
member of the Hall of Fame.

The Alomars
From a trio on the ice, to a trio on the diamond. Sandy, Sandy Jr and Roberto Alomar
are among one of the first families of baseball.
Sandy Sr. played for the Braves, Mets,
White Sox, Angles, Yankees and Rangers in
a career that started with a September call up
in 1964 and ended at the end of the 1978 season. He had an All-Star appearance in 1970
as an Angel. He was a .245 hitter for his career as a second baseman.
Sandy Jr. was a catcher for 7 MLB
clubs including the Padres, Indians, White
Sox (3 times), Rockies, Rangers, Dodger and
Mets. The 6 time all-star was the 1990
Rookie of the Year and was known as one of
the best game-manager, defensive catchers of
his era. He also was a solid hitter, going .274
over his career.
The best career of the three was easily
Roberto. Robbie, like his father played second base for the Padres, Blue Jays, Orioles,
Indians, Mets, 2 stints with the White Sox,

The Bonds
Bobby Bonds was a bit of a journeyman playing for the Giants, Yankees, Angels,
White Sox, Rangers, Indians, Cardinals and
Cubs in a career that lasted from 1968—
1981. The 3 tine all star and 3 time gold
glover hit .268 for his career with 332 HR
and stole 461 bases.
His son Barry was among the greatest
hitters to ever play the game having played
for the Pirates and Giants. He holds MLB records with 762 career HR, 73 HR in a season, 2,558 career walks, and 688 intential
walk. He was a 14 time All-Star, 8 time gold

ROGER BROCK

219-670-0011

HAMMONDSPORTS.COM
COVERING HAMMOND INDIANA SPORTS
BROCKROGER@YAHOO.COM
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glove winner, 12 time silver slugger winner,
7 time NL MVP, and the list goes on. The
pair are the most prolific father-son combos
in all of sports history.
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The Pettys
There is no better father-son story than
a father, son, grandson, great grandson legacy in a sport. Lee Petty started in all as one
of NASCARS pioneers, and is in multiple
Hall of Fames for auto racing. Lee had 54
wins and 332 top ten finishes in 427 career
races. His son, Richard improved upon the
families legacy winning more than 200 races
over 35 years, won the Winston Cup 4 times,
and finished in the Top 10 712 times. Richard’s son Kyle had a solid career winning 8
races and finishing in the top 10 173 times
over his 30 year career. Kyle’s son Adam
was the first known 4th generation participant in any sport.

Visit Hank’s
Recruiting World at
midamericabroadcasting.com









Partial List of Other Notable
Father-Son Combos
Bobby and Brett Hull
Ray, Bob, Brett and Aaron Boone
Felipe and Moises Alou
Ralph, Dale SR and Dale Earnhardt JR
Bob and Brian Griese
Tony and Anthony Dorsett
Don, Matt, & Tim Hasselbeck
Ken Norton & Ken Norton JR
Mario, Michael & John Andretti
Bill & Luke Walton
Gary & Gary Matthews JR
Phil & Chris Simms
Gilles & Jacques Villeneuve
Denis & Martin Broduer
Thomas & Ronald Herns
Roy & Roy Jones JR
Leon & Cory Spinks
Dell & Stephen Curry
Rick, Jon & Brent Barry
Henry & Mike Bibby
Patrick & Partick Ewing JR.
Al & Al Unser JR.
Bobby & Graham Rahal
Follow us on Twitter @mabsports
@mabsports…
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Basketball
Volleyball
Tennis
Batting Cages
Gym Rental

The Courts of NWI is a Not-for-profit organization.
Donations made to The Courts of NWI fund scholarships
for underprivileged youth to participate in active
after-school programs. Our goal is to inspire our youth
to be leaders both ON and OFF The Courts.
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Who Says You
Can’t Go Home:
Wally McCormack
Returns to His
Alma Mater
by Brandon Vickery, Pow Wow Radio
Former Portage High School
football player Wally McCormack,
who has lived in the city his entire
life, will return to the sidelines of
the Warpath on Friday nights next
fall. McCormack has been chosen
as the head varsity football coach,
succeeding Jeromy Flowers, who
resigned to take a position as an assistant coach at HomewoodFlossmoor in Illinois.

MAB MONTHLY

McCormack coached at Hobart High
School for eight years, accumulating a 56-37
record. Prior to that, he took Andrean to the
3A State Championship in 2002. McCormack took the 2011 season off from the sidelines, serving as a freshmen assistant at PHS.
He jumped at the chance to return to the head
coaching fraternity.
“Originally, the plan was that I was
going to be an assistant for Coach Flowers
and stay teaching at Hobart, but I knew that
at some point this job would come open
again, and you can’t control the timing of
things. Everything kind of fell into place,”
McCormack said.
He has coached on the Portage football
field twice as the Hobart head coach, losing
to Portage in his only meeting with the Indians before winning a Brickies’ home game
that was moved to PHS after the Brickyard
flooded.
While McCormack enjoyed working
with the Portage freshmen team and doing
color commentary for Lakeshore Public Television’s football broadcasts, he is excited to
be back in a head coaching role.
“I missed just being with the kids and

Follow Portage
Sports
all year long
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the other coaches,” he said. “There are a lot
of things that I didn’t miss. I didn’t miss the
newspaper and all that kind of drama.”
Interim Athletic Director Kelly Bermes,
who served on the committee that made the
selection, said that the members wanted to
have a new head coach in place as soon as
possible since it is already late in the spring
workout season.
“Coach McCormack was on our radar,”
Bermes said. “He’s been a part of our program, we hired from within, but we were interested in Coach McCormack when we hired
Coach Flowers, but he was at Hobart then.
This was just a natural fit now.”

MAB MONTHLY

McCormack is still willing to learn
new techniques and adapt to each situation
rather than commit to a specific coaching
style.
“I think that is constantly changing,”
he said. “When you’re young and you first
start out, you think you have an idea of how
you want to do things, but then when you get
a little older you realize that kids are different and you can’t just do things the same way
all the time,” he said.
The Indians have posted a combined .500 record in five seasons since the
departure of longtime coach Craig Buzea;
three years under Mark Peterson and two under Flowers. A year ago Portage went 4-6.
Key Class of 2012 graduates include wide
receiver Alvin Best and lineman Joey Little,
but all-purpose player Rashaan Coleman will
return as a senior. McCormack said that it is
too early for him to comment on the state of
the program.
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Coach McCormack

“I don’t know that I know enough
about it, as far as the kids,” he said. “That
question will be easier to answer in a couple
months.”
McCormack is in the process of assembling the rest of his coaching staff. He
expects to have some new faces and some
familiar ones. He said his priority right now

Order These
Great Products
and many
more at
youravon.com/
hsapper
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is to assemble the best varsity coaching staff
that he can, in addition to having strong
coaches throughout the system including
Willowcreek and Fegely Middle Schools.
Bermes believes that the program was
moving in the right direction under Flowers
and that McCormack is the right man to further the progress.
“I expect us to have a winning season,” she said. “It’s only his first year but I
think he’s going to take off where Coach
Flowers has brought us.”

Sapper’s Market and Greenhouses
1155 South Lake Park Ave, Hobart
219-942-4995

Catch Brandon Vickrey during the school year on Pow
Wow Radio, where he serves as
the lead host of Portage Indians
Sports Corner and as a play-byplay broadcaster for select sporting events. Pow Wow Radio airs
on PHSNewsOnline.com or blogtalkradio.com/powwwowradio.
Also, make sure to listen as Brandon calls games this
spring season for MAB!

To Advertise
on our broadcasts or
in MAB Monthly
Contact Rich Sapper
219-973-7990 or
rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com
Bob Potosky
bpotosky@midamericabroadcasting.com
JT Hoyo
kbhoyojr1@yahoo.com
Single game and season packages available!

SportsJuice.com is the
Internet’s leading broadcaster
of Minor League, Collegiate
and Amateur sports
Listen to SportsJuice.com
broadcasts online, on your
iPhone or Android
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Week 1
Lowell @ Crown Point
Griffith @ Morton

Week 2
Morton @ Lowell
Andrean @ Merrillville
“Like” Mid America Broadcasting on Facebook
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Week 3
Crown Point @ Merrillville
Griffith @ Hobart

Week 4
Lowell @ Griffith
Lake Central @ Crown Point

Week 5
Portage @ Crown Point
Andrean @ Hobart

Simply Better Storage
1.877.SCALE.59
scalecomputing.com
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Week 6
Hobart @ Lowell
Wheeler @ River Forest

Week 7
Valparaiso @ Merrillville
South Bend St. Joe @ Penn
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Week 8
Chesterton @ Crown Point
Andrean @ Griffith

Week 9
Lowell @ Andrean
Merrillville @ Chesterton
This schedule is subject to change. Some Saturday games will
likely be added, and our plan is to cover the ISHAA tournament
to the state finals on Thanksgiving weekend!

Worship Times
Sunday 9:00 am
Wednesday 6:00 pm
Saturday 6:00 pm
900 Luther Dr.
Hobart, IN
219-942-2589

Preschool
Preschool—
—8th Grade
NLSA Accredited
Sports, Music, Clubs, Activities
891 Linda St.
Hobart, IN
219-942-3147

Trinity Lutheran School is state approved to accept vouchers!
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RailCats
Opening
Day

Story and Photos by Rich Sapper,
MAB Monthly Staff Writer
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An error in the 8th inning
ended up sending the RailCats to
the loss column on opening day in
what had been an outstanding
pitchers duel to that point.
The announced crowd of
5,256 was treated to a tremendous
battle on the mound between the
RailCats starter Andrew Johnston
who pitched 5 innings of 3 hit
baseball, giving up no runs and
Wingnuts starter Josh Lowery who
ultimately qualified for the win.
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Not only did Johnston pitch well, but
he played a solid defensive game as well. After the basses were loaded against him, he
and catcher Craig Maddox combined on consecutive 1-2 put outs at the plate.
The game remained scoreless until the
RailCats loaded the bases in the bottom of
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the fifth of Jason James’ leadoff
single, a Kyle Haines walk , and a
Mike Rhode single. The run came
when Chris Carrara was hit by a
pitch to score James.
The RailCats held onto the
lead when an adventurous inning
led to the Wingnuts putting runners at the corners. The final
Wingnuts hitter of the inning hit a
fly ball to centerfielder Jason
James who gunned a tagging
David Peralta done at the plate to
maintain the 1-0 lead.
It was an error in the 8th
though that would prove to be the
real difference in the game. Chad
Rhodes started on the hill in the
8th for the RailCats and allowed a
lead off walk to Ryan Khoury of
the Wingnuts. The followed a
Jake Kahauelio double to put runners on second and third. Will
Krout came in in relief as the
bases were loaded with no outs as
John Rodriguez was intentionally
walked. Mitch Einertson of
Wichita hit a ball to deep center

59 Indiana Avenue, Valparaiso
Just off the Courthouse Square

Phone 219-464-7102 or 219-462-0404
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field that was bobbled by Jason James, scoring both Khoury and Kahaulelio. Rodriguexz
then scored on an RBI single by C.J. Ziegler
to take the 3-1 lead.
In the bottom of the eighth, the RailCats were looking to rally with the bases
loaded themselves, but the Wingnuts staff
was able to get out of the jam and maintain
the lead. The loss dropped the RailCats to 44 on the young season.
Despite the loss, RailCats fans saw a
great game and were treated to all of the features that are expected at a RailCats game,
including between inning contests, the interaction between PA announcer Tommy WilFollow us on Twitter @mabsports
@mabsports…
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midamericabroadcasting.com

MAB MONTHLY

Page 54

liams and the staff on the field, Rusty and
Rascal, the RailCats mascots interacting with
the crowds, a jump house for the kids, giveaways, a man making balloon animals, and,
of course, the Friday night fireworks show!
In all the result was not what the
crowd of more than 5,000 wanted to see, but
fans left wanting more.

Opening Day Lineup
Adam Klein
Mike Massaro
Mike Coles
Rico Washington
Jason James
Kyle Haines
Mike Rohde
Craig Maddox
Chris Carrara

DH
RF
LF
3B
CF
SS
1B
C
2B

Andrew Johnston SP
Klein, Massaro, Haines, Rohde, &
Carrara were opening day starters last
season. Carrara started at 3rd and Massaro in CF. The others were in the same
position as this year

Attention
RailCats
Fans!
To follow the RailCats all season long, be sure to go
to our RailCats Weekly page at
www.midamericabroadcasting.com/railcatsweekly

Region Sportsdesk
Do you need a sports
recruiting video?
Then find Region Sportsdesk on Facebook and ask
JT HOYO for more info.
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Parity in Baseball
MAB Monthly Staff Report
When looking for
parity in sports, one can
look no further than baseball in Indiana. 52 separate
teams have won state championships with 32 of the
schools winning only one
championship. Of the teams
that have won multiple
championships, only 11
have won 2, and three
schools have won three
baseball titles.
Only four squads
have won more than 3 titles.
Logansport has won four, all
in a single class tournament,
Lafayette Central Catholic

has won 5 1A titles. Jasper,
likewise has won 5 titles; 2
in single class, and 3 in 3A.
LaPorte still holds the record with 8 state championships. The Slicers won 7 of
those in a single class tournament and 1 in 4A.
While this may not
satisfy the fans or media
members that would like to
see things broken down
even further, it does show
that the system works. It
shows that as the tournament starts, everyone who
works hard does have a shot
to be a state champion.

Join us each week
for MAB Weekly
Wednesdays from
5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.

MAB Weekly will bring you the best in
high school, college and professional
sports talk, guests and more!
Tune in each week on
www.midamericabroadcasting.com and
www.sportsjuice.com

Did you Know?
In June of 1939, Lou
Gehrig delivered his famous “luckiest man in
the world” speech.
Hall-of-famer Ron Santo
made his MLB debut on
June 26th, 1960.
South Bend High School
won the first ever IHSAA
baseball state championship with a 3-2 victory in
10 innings against Manual in 1912.
In the wake of WWII,
the Steelers and Eagles
announce that they are
merging in June of
1943. The partnership
lasts one season.
Larry Bird is the only
person ever to be named
the NBA’s MVP, Coach of
the Year, and Executive
of the Year.
The UFC’s Jon Fitch is
from Fort Wayne.
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June Broadcast Schedule
6-6 MAB Weekly at Beggars Pizza

6-13 MAB Weekly at Carriage Court Pizza

6-20 MAB Weekly at Beggars Pizza

6-27 MAB Weekly at CP Ponderosa

Show Broadcast
Locations:
900 E. 109th Ave
219-226-9999

211 South East
219-663-6551

1492 North Main
219-662-1369

MAB Weekly Starts at
5:30 p.m. each week!

6-28 NBA Draft Show, Location TBA
Want MAB to broadcast
YOUR event this summer?
Contact
rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com
for more information!

Simply Better Storage
1.877.SCALE.59
scalecomputing.com

5 Reasons to Advertise with MAB
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Support exposure for high school athletes.
Low advertising rates.
Special packages available.
Your ad will run live and on our archive.
Option of game, web and online mag.

Contact Rich Sapper at 219-973-7990
or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com for more infor-

Check out our
region basketball
history pages at
midamericabroadcasting.com
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MAB Golf Guide

ARERDEEN
245 Tower Rd. Valpo
219-462-5050

INNSBROOK
6701 Taft St. Merrillville
219-980-9060
WICKER PARK
2000 Ridge Rd. Highland
219-838-9809
BRASSIE
1110 Pearson Rd. Chesterton
219-921-1192

PALMIIRA
12111 W. 109th St. St. John
219-365-4331
DUCK CREEK
636 N. 700 W. Portage Twp.
219-759-5870
PHEASANT VALLEY
3838 W. 141st Ave. Crown Point
219-663-5000
TURKEY CREEK
6400 Harrison St. Merrillville
219-980-5170

LOST MARSH
901 129th St. Hammond
219-932-GOLF
SCHERWOOD
600 E. Joliet St. Schererville
219-865-2554
SOUTH GLEASON PARK
3400 Jefferson St. Gary
219-980-1089

FOREST PARK
Valparaiso
219-531-7888
RIVER POINTE
6700 Country Club Rd. Hobart
219-942-2747
WHITE HAWK
1001 White Hawk Dr. Crown Point
219-661-2323

SOUTH SHORE
14400 Lake Shore Dr. Cedar Lake
219-374-6070
SUMMERTREE
2323 E. 101st Ave. Crown Point
219-663-0800

ROBBINHURST
Portage Twp.
219-762-9711
INDIAN RIDGE
6363 Grand Blvd. Hobart
219-942-6850

OAK KNOLL
11200 Whitcomb Crown Point
219-663-3349

ROGER BROCK

219-670-0011

HAMMONDSPORTS.COM

Law Office Of
Paul Barenie
(219) 864-0188

COVERING HAMMOND INDIANA SPORTS

27 W. Joliet Street

BROCKROGER@YAHOO.COM

Schererville, IN

