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MAB ONLINE MAGAZINE 
 

 Summer is approaching and the high school season is 

wrapping up for the year. Since last August we have brought you 

hundreds of games between football, volleyball, girls and boys 

basketball, baseball and softball. We have also introduced this 

monthly magazine to you. Hopefully, you, our valued reader and 

listener, have enjoyed it as much as we have, 

 Just because the high school season is winding down does 

not mean that we are here at MAB. We look forward to bringing 

you our fall sports season in just a couple of months, but in the 

mean time will be publishing this online magazine , coming to 

you each week with our flagship talk show, MAB Weekly, and 

we may even have a special surprise or two in store. 

 A special thanks as well to our advertisers. Please support 

them, because without their support, none of this would be possi-

ble! 
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 Rain, Rain, Go Away, 

come back some other day is the 

theme for this Spring. At the mid-

point of the season both Crown 

Point Baseball and Softball Teams 

had reached over 10 games resched-

uled. MAB plowed on regardless, 

with lots of Regular Season Broad-

casts, a NFL Draft Show, and MAB 

Monthly. 

  The season began with our 

annual journeys to the US Steel-

yard. At MAB we covered all the 

regularly scheduled games as much 

as we could, and we added a Rail-

cats Opening Day Trivia Ticket 

giveaway to boot. And of course 

“This Day in Baseball with Bob 

Potosky”. A couple of highlights 

included the first ever Joe “Moose” 

Gates Classic. Congrats to Calumet 

on winning it. Also, two great one 

run games in Chesterton vs. Griffith 

and KV vs. Hobart. The Hobart vic-

tory was highlighted by a big Home 

Run by Jake Ehrlich. Also, a great 

performance by Andrean’s Pitcher 

Zac Ryan in a victory over Marian 

Catholic. Congrats to RF Freshman 

Chris Lauderback on his win at The 

US Steelyard over EC Central. 

Chris and Freshman Geno Flores 

will make a great duo for RF the 

next 3 years, for Coach Mark 

Zimmerle. The Lowell Red Devils 

also had a win over Noll. The Dev-

ils didn’t have a lot of wins this sea-

son, because of that great confer-

ence they are in, the NWCC. Spe-

cial thanks to Bob Potosky, Rich 

Sapper, and JT Hoyo for their 

help on the broadcasts. Also to 

Tommy Williams for his friendly 

words to us at all of the games, 

that he worked for other media 

and the Gary South Shore Rail-

cats for their hospitality, food, 

rosters, and lineups. 

 Our season continued with 

more game coverage of Softball 

and Baseball. Softball was high-

lighted by an Andrean Nikki 

Steinbach Home Run to beat Grif-

fith at Franklin Field in Extra In-

nings with Bob and Region Sports 

Desk’s JT Hoyo and a blustery 

Senior Day at Lake Central. Two 

Seniors for LC are going Division 

1 to IPFW and South Dakota 

State.  

 Also, we did several base-
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MAB Monthly Staff Writer 
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ball games at Crown Point HS 

where the young Dogs really 

showed up big in wins at home 

over the likes of mighty LC and 

Warsaw. At CP there is always 

great hospitality from the Crown 

Point AD’s, PA Announcer, and 

Baseball Staff. We also saw how 

the Bunt really has a place in HS 

Baseball, as CP beat LC’s star 

hurler Jimmy McNamara while 

scouts from Michigan and Central 

Michigan were in attendance.  

 At the end of the season 

we made a couple of visits to see 

the Griffith Panthers and Brian 

Jennings. The Panthers were play-

ing great at the end of the season 

as they beat Munster on a gutty 

performance by Calvin Bonewits 

and came back to beat Randy 

Roberts feisty Washington Town-

ship bunch on Senior Day. Where 

the likes of Former Panther 

Pitcher Matt Kuna were on hand 

to pass out the awards to the Cur-

rent Seniors.  

 How about those Portage 

Indians this year winning 25 

games at last count and Andrean 

beating an Illinois State Champ 

this season? Lots of Division 1 

Kids in Baseball too including 

Tony Cheky Jr., going to Michi-

gan State who hit a monster 

Home Run vs Clark at The US 

Steelyard and against Valpo in the 

Sectional.Connor Podkul and 

Kyle Upp of LaPorte going to 

Purdue, Jordan Minch of High-

land going to Purdue, Cody 

Dykema of Lake Central going to 

UIC, and Jerrick Suiter of Valpo 

going to TCU. Also, we saw Jose 

Andrade of Crown Point crank a 

Home Run to Right Field against 

Lake Central and he is going to 

Goshen College.  

 Congratulations to High-

land’s Head Coach Dan Miller on 

his 600th Win and Hanover Central 

for winning the PCC Baseball Tour-

ney. I witnessed a Highland Victory 

over Munster that took 13 Innings 7-

5. A big “Battle of the Bridge” 

sweep this year for Highland. 

  A couple of specialty shows 

were held as well at The Fieldhouse, 

where we interviewed former 

Youngstown Head Coach John 

Stroia and Mr. Basketball Dan 

Palombizo of  Michigan City Rogers 

fame who went on Purdue and fin-

ished up at Ball State. Dan is coach-

ing a bunch of kids from Chesterton 

AAU who have done great the last 

couple of years in AAU and JH, in-

cluding his son. Look for the likes of 

Claire Holba’s Brother Matt Holba 

to be a big region player here real 

soon.  

 We also held a NFL Draft 

Show at Beggars Pizza and we al-

ways have a good time with our 

Draft Shows. Thanks to Beggars 

Pizza, Hank Kilander, JT Hoyo, 

and Bob Potosky for there annual 

contributions on the shows, it’s 

never dull analysis I will tell you 

that. 

 All in all it has been a 

good time to be broadcasting with 

such a great group here at MAB. 

“The Heart of Amateur Sports” is 

about the coverage of the Athletes 

and Teams for you the fans. Once 

again please patronize our spon-

sors who make all of this happen, 

for you. Look for the MAB Foot-

ball schedule in MAB Monthly 

and on the website.  

 Also, come on out to a 

Wednesday show and we will put 

you on the air with “The Voice of 

the Fan”! Also, Become a Fan 

today on Facebook as Mid 

America Broadcasting LLC. or 

get our updates as mabsports 

on Twitter. 
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Join us each week 

for MAB Weekly 

 

Wednesdays from 

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  

 

 

MAB Weekly will bring you the best in high 

school, college and professional sports talk, 

guests and more! 

 

Tune in each week on 

www.midamericabroadcasting.com and 

www.sportsjuice.com 
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 Mid America Broadcasting is proud to 

announce it’s 2011 high school football broad-

cast schedule. This years schedule includes and 

expansion from one broadcast crew 

to two to cover more schools and 

bring more games to you, the lis-

tener, each week.  

 The schedule features 19 dif-

ferent schools during the course of 

the regular season. It also will bring 

coverage of schools from six differ-

ent conferences including the Dune-

land, Northwest Crossroads, Great 

Lakes, Greater Southshore, Hoo-

sier, and the Catholic League (IL). 

 The schedule will cover 1A 

schools such as South Central and Whiting up 

to 5A schools like Lake Central and Merrill-

ville. There are also some traditional rivalries 

including Clark @ Whiting, Merrillville @ An-

drean,  Valparaiso @ Portage, and Crown Point 

@ Lowell as well as some newer classics like 

Morton @ Griffith and St, Rita @ Portage. 

Mid America Broadcasting Announces Football Schedule 
By MAB Monthly Staff  

  Game 1 Game 2 

WK 1 Hammond Morton at Griffith Crown Point at Lowell 

  Clark at Whiting (SAT)   

WK 2 Merrillville at Andrean Lowell at Hammond Morton 

  St. Rita at Portage (SAT)   

WK 3 Merrillville at Crown Point Hobart at Griffith 

WK 4 Griffith at Lowell Portage at Merrillville 

WK 5 Hobart at Andrean Wheeler at South Central 

WK 6 Valparaiso at Crown Point Lowell at Hobart 

WK 7 Lake Central at Chesterton LaPorte at Crown Point 

WK 8 Rensselaer at LCC Valparaiso at Portage 

WK 9 Chesterton at Merrillville Andrean at Lowell 

 There is also some history in the making 

as we will bring you coverage of Rensselaer @ 

Lafayette Central Catholic which is now a Hoo-

sier Conference matchup.  

 In addition to the traditional 

Friday night games, we will bring 

you two Saturday contests. In week 

1 St. Rita from Chicago's Catholic 

League will travel to Portage, while 

the Battle of 119th Street (Whiting 

and Hammond Clark) will be played 

on a Saturday this year in week 2. 

 Bob Potosky will head up the 

first crew and JT Hoyo will provide 

the coverage of the second. Any 

Wielgus, Rich Sapper and some 

special guest commentators will provide the 

commentary and analysis all season long! 

 Thanks for listening and we will see you 

on Friday nights at midamericabroadcast-

ing.com and sportsjuice.com. 

  





 Chase Fieldhouse 
Lake Central 

 

 

Lake Central's Chase Fieldhouse hit a 3 
Run Home Run late in the game to help 
beat Crown Point 8-2 . Fieldhouse is one 
of the leading power hitters in the Re-
gion and the Indians have won over 20 
games again this season. Along with be-
ing ranked in the 4A IBCA Top 10 Poll all 
season for Coach Jeff Sandor's club. 

VISION POINTVISION POINTVISION POINT   
AAATHLETESTHLETESTHLETES   OFOFOF   THETHETHE   MMMONTHONTHONTH   

Written and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff Writer   
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CLEARLY DIFFERENT CLEARLY DIFFERENT   

Tori Bliss 
Portage 

 

 

LSU Bound Tori Bliss of Portage 
dominated in the Field Events at the 
IHSAA Track Meet winning her 3rd 
consecutive shot put state champion-
ship. Bliss set a state finals record 
with her 50-09.00 throw. She also 
starred on the basketball court for 
Coach Chris Siebert getting to the 4A 
IHSAA Portage Sectional 2 Final. 

Nick Nauracy 
Crown Point 

 

 

Crown Point Pitcher Nick Nauracy held 
the Portage Offense to One Run in a 4-1 
win in the IHSAA Baseball 4A Merrillville 
Sectional 2 Championship. This was 
Nick's first year on the Varsity and he 
had two wins in the 4A Sectional. The 
Bulldogs improved to 19-11 into the 4A 
LaPorte Regional. Nick is committed to 
Vincennes.  

Andy Wellwerts 
Hanover Central 

 

 

Hanover Central's Pitcher Andy Wellwerts 
had 13 Strikeouts and went all 10 Innings 
on the mound, to defeat Westview in the 2A 
IHSAA Baseball Regional Semifinal. The 
Wildcats under Coach Doug Nelson went on 
to win the Regional 10-2 over Eastside, and 
advanced to the 2A Northern Semistate. 
Hanover Central won its first ever 2A IHSAA 
Baseball Sectional the previous week, beat-
ing Wheeler 13-8 in the Sectional Champi-
onship.  
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  The 2011 season marks the 14th year on 

interleague play in Major League Baseball. In 

1997, when the San Francisco Giants came call-

ing at the Ballpark in Arlington on the 12th of 

June to play the Rangers, a new era was ushered 

in to the sport.  Much controversy came from the 

move with many baseball purists decrying the 

move as ruining the sanctity of the game, with 

others applauding the move as a way to see natu-

ral rivals play each other in games that counted. 

 Even though the idea final came to frui-

tion in the late 90s, it was hatched as early as the 

mid-50’s when Hall of Famer, Hank Greenburg, 

who was the GM in Cleveland at the time, pro-

posed an interleague schedule. The proposal was 

shot down, but laid the groundwork for what we 

have today. The idea was reintroduced and dis-

cussed several times before it finally took hold. 

 Many observers might say that when the 

interleague schedule was introduced, it was an 

idea that had simply come of age. Others would 

say that it was a reaction to the loss of interest in 

the game following the mid 90’s baseball strike. 

Regardless of why it happened, it is never easy 

to break with traditional in a organization such as 

the MLB, but break they did and interleague play 

was on. 

 Regardless of individuals views on 

whether it should have happened or not, there 

have been some moments that would not have 

occurred had it not been implemented. For exam-

ple, the Red Sox had never played at Wrigley 

Field until they traveled to play the Cubs in 

2005, and the Cubs were able to make their first 

trek to Fenway Park since the 1918 World Se-

ries. Of course, the allure of a Cubs-White Sox, 

Mets- Yankees, or Dodger-Angels rivalry may be an 

even greater draw, with those games routinely sold out, 

regardless of how the teams are doing. 

 Through the 2010 season, just as in the World 

Since 1997, the American League has had the better of 

their National League counterparts. In their interleague 

matchups, American League teams have posted a com-

bined mark of 1808 wins to the combined National 

League total of 1,652. The record doesn’t matter as 

much between the leagues since the all-star game began 

deciding home field advantage in the World Series, but 

opponents have argued that teams with natural rivalries 

sometimes get the better end of the bargain if their rival 

is not a good as another teams rival, making a differ-

ence in division races. 

 Of course, this is baseball and tradition is hard 

to break, and it can be argued that interleague games 

are now woven into the fabric of the nation’s pastime. 

Whether a proponent or detractor of interleague base-

ball, it seems that it is here to stay and fans will con-

tinue to see some of the stars of the game that they nor-

mally wouldn’t, American League pitchers will have to 

bat on occasion, and National League teams will be us-

ing designated hitters in American League parks for 

years to come. 

Region Sportsdesk 
 

Do you need a sports  

recruiting video?  

Then find Region Sportsdesk 

on Facebook and ask JT 

HOYO for more information. 

Interleague Play in the Majors 
by Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer 
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12111 W. 109th St. St. John 

219-365-4331 
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636 N. 700 W. Portage Twp. 

219-759-5870 
 

PHEASANT VALLEY 
3838 W. 141st Ave. Crown Point 

219-663-5000 
 

TURKEY CREEK 
6400 Harrison St. Merrillville 

219-980-5170 
 

FOREST PARK 
Valparaiso 

219-531-7888 
 

RIVER POINTE 
6700 Country Club Rd. Hobart 

219-942-2747 
 

WHITE HAWK 
1001 White Hawk Dr. Crown Point 

219-661-2323 
 

ROBBINHURST 
Portage Twp. 
219-762-9711 

 
INDIAN RIDGE 

6363 Grand Blvd. Hobart 
219-942-6850 

ARERDEEN 
245 Tower Rd. Valpo 

219-462-5050 
 

INNSBROOK 
6701 Taft St. Merrillville 

219-980-9060 
 

WICKER PARK 
2000 Ridge Rd. Highland 

219-838-9809 
 

BRASSIE 
1110 Pearson Rd. Chesterton 

219-921-1192 
 

LOST MARSH 
901 129th St. Hammond 

219-932-GOLF 
 

SCHERWOOD 
600 E. Joliet St. Schererville 

219-865-2554 
 

SOUTH GLEASON PARK 
3400 Jefferson St. Gary 

219-980-1089 
 

SOUTH SHORE 
14400 Lake Shore Dr. Cedar Lake 

219-374-6070 
 

SUMMERTREE 
2323 E. 101st Ave. Crown Point 

219-663-0800 
 

OAK KNOLL 
11200 Whitcomb Crown Point 

MAB Golf Guide 

Interact with us on  
Facebook at  
Mid America  

Broadcasting LLC  
and on  

Twitter @mabsports  
for scores, updates, and sports news! 

219-663-6551 

www.carriagecourtpizza.com 

211a South East Street  

Crown Point, IN 46307 

Mon. - Thurs.: 11am - 11pm  

Fri. - Sat.: 11am - Midnight  

Sun.: 4pm-11pm 

( Closed on Easter,4th of July, 

Thanksgiving and Christmas )



 As MAB approaches it’s 

second anniversary next month, we 

take a look back at the top 25 

events over the past 2 years. Next 

month, we will take a full retro-

spective, but this month, we take a 

look at the list of events that brings 

us to where we are today. 

1. LLC formed in 2009 

2. midamericabroadcasting.com 

launched. 

3. The first MAB Weekly was 

broadcast at Max & Erma’s in 

Merrillville. 

4. The first fall season of games 

kicked off in August of 2009. 

5. In 2009, MAB was the only 

group to cover high school vol-

leyball on the air. 

6. In addition, we were the only 

group to cover regular season 

softball in the area. 

7. JT Hoyo of Region Sportsdesk 

joined the crew. 

18. The launch of the MAB Base-

ball Program in 2010. 

19. The launch of our Facebook, 

Twitter and Myspace pages in 

2010. 

20. MAB Monthly launch in Janu-

ary of 2011 

with Green 

Bay Packer 

Mike Neal on 

the cover. 

21. Scale Computing sponsoring 

our players of the game. 

22. Hammondsports.com and 

Roger Brock Sports Photogra-

phy sponsoring our photo mo-

ment of the game. 

23. MAB broadcast every regu-

larly scheduled game 

of the RailCats High 

School Baseball 

Challenge. 

24. State Finals coverage of most 

major sports. 

25. Prize giveaways including 

RailCats opening Day tickets. 

8. Then MAB broadcaster Bernie 

Goin graduated from Valpa-

raiso University. 

9. Michigan City head girls bas-

ketball coach Mike 

Megyese covered tour-

nament games with us 

in 2010-2011. 

10. Hammond Clark head football 

coach Tim Gault spent his first 

season since 1979 off  the side-

lines and on the air with us in 

2010-2011. 

11. We hosted several shows for 

RehabCare. 

12. NBA/NFL Draft shows on the 

air. 

13. The Friday Night Football 

Scoreboard Show at T’s Pizza 

in Hobart. 

14. We have covered full seasons 

of both boys and girls basket-

ball. 

15. Hundreds of games broadcast 

live and archived on 

sportsjuice.com 

16. Recognition by the Times of 

Northwest Indiana and Broad-

cast Sports as a high school 

sports provider. 

17. Vision Point Athletes of the 

Week on the website. 
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Top 25 Moments in MAB History (so far!) 
Compiled by Andy Wielgus, MAB monthly Staff Writer 



 

 

 

 

 

Honest Affordable And Fast 
Best Prices, Warrantied Service 

 Refrigerators 

 Washers 

 & Dryers 

 Cooktops  

 & Ovens 

 Dishwashers 

 & Microwaves 

 Same Day Repair 

 Most In-Home 

 Service Calls $40 

 All Work Warrantied 

 Residential Specialists 

No Extra 

Charge 

for Nights 

& Weekends 

Schedule Your Appointment Today 

D-1 Appliance Repair 

219-308-9596 
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Vacation Bible School  *    July 18-22, 9:00 am to 11:30 am * Ages 3-12 

The Donkey and Jesus  *  Call 942-2589 for more information 

victory . In his career he has 

also won a 3A state champion-

ship in 2007-2008, and earned a 

state championship berth this 

year. Froedge is currently sev-

enth on the active coaching 

wins list. 

 With their  softball state 

championship, Carmel High 

School won it’s sixth team state 

championship this year, a new 

record for team championships 

in one school year. Carmel has 

won state championships in  

Boys Tennis, Girls Cross Coun-

try, Girls Swimming and Div-

ing, Boys Swimming and Div-

ing, Girls Tennis, and Softball. 

ville Harrison. The 4-3 win, 

made Merkel only the second 

head coach in Indiana baseball 

history to reach the 900 game 

level, joining former LaPorte 

skipper Ken Scheiber. Merkel is 

the active victories leader in 

Indiana high school baseball. 

 In his career Merkel has 

won three state championships 

in 3 decades: 1978, 1989, and 

1993. Perhaps his most famous 

former player is former Yankee 

slugger and current Dodgers 

manager Don Mattingly.  

 Another coach to reach a 

wins milestone this past season  

is John Froedge from Craw-

fordsville after the Athenians 

beat North Putnam. The victory 

gave Froedge his 600th career 

 The pursuit of excellence 

is a hallmark of sports in gen-

eral, and is certainly one of the 

building blocks of high school 

athletics. Two Indiana high 

school baseball coaches and a 

school have reached new marks 

of excellence in the past month.  

 In this day and age of 

year round high school partici-

pation and undue pressure, it is 

nearly unheard of for coaches to 

continue at the high school level 

for decades. Even more unusual 

is for a coach to reach the 900 

victory mark. One coach, has 

recently done just that. 

 Evansville Memorial 

baseball coach  Quentin Merkel 

notched his 900th coaching vic-

tory on May 4 against Evans-
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900 Luther Dr. 

Hobart, IN 

219-942-2589 

891 Linda St. 

Hobart, IN 

219-942-3147 

Worship Times 

Sunday 9:00 am 

Wednesday 6:00 pm 

Saturday 6:00 pm 

PreschoolPreschoolPreschool———8th Grade8th Grade8th Grade   

NLSA AccreditedNLSA AccreditedNLSA Accredited   

Sports, Music, Clubs, ActivitiesSports, Music, Clubs, ActivitiesSports, Music, Clubs, Activities   

Mr. 900 Leads Newest Milestones  
by Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer 

 

 

 

 

If you have a milestone to share,  

email Rich Sapper at  

rsapper@midmaericabroadcasting.com 



 

“You’ve got that Hungry Feelin!” 
Now Serving Chefs Choice 

Chef’s Choice 
Lunch Buffet 

Mon-Fri 

11-2 
 

Every day, the Lunch Buffet  

includes: Pizza, Salads, Anti-pasta 

Salads, Soups and all the Fixens! 
 

Daily Specials are as follows: 

Monday……………….Baked Chicken 

Tuesday…………………………Tacos 

Wednesday………….Variety of Pastas 

Thursday…………………….Sausage 

Friday……………………………Fish 

211 South East St., Crown Point, IN 

663-6551 
DINE-IN * CARRY OUT * DELIVERY 

www.carriagecourtpizza.com 

Father’s Day Drawing! 

Sunday, June 19th, 2011 

For White Sox Tickets 

 

Come in on Father’s Day and sign up for a 

FREE Drawing to be held at 8:00 pm! 
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RailCats Report:RailCats Report:  

Opening NightOpening Night  

May 20, 2011May 20, 2011  

Story and Photos by Rich Sapper,  

MAB Monthly Staff Writer 



 

 On what ended up to be a cold, foggy night 

in May, the Gary SouthShore RailCats ushered in 

a new era at US Steel Yard. The RailCats, a team 

that spent the first 9 years of it’s existence in the 

now defunct Northern League, were now mem-

bers of the American Association. Manager Greg 

Tagert and his team would have an opportunity to 

play against new teams as well as some old rivals. 

 

  How appropriate then, that the team that 

would travel to US SteelYard for the home opener 

was the RailCats former Northern League neme-

sis the Fargo-Moorehead RedHawks who they 

faced in the 4 of 5 Northern League Champion-

ship Series that they played in. 

 

 MAB was there on opening night along with 

a score of winners of our trivia contest to see Gary 

notch their first home win of the season, some  
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spectacular entertainment, and of 

course, the postgame fireworks. 

 

 Derrick Gordon was on the 

hill to start the game and quickly 

went to work against the 

RedHawks and Hammond, IN na-

tive and former RailCat Mike 

Coles. Coles walked, but the next 

hitter  Zach Penphrase hit into a 

double play, and Baker stuck out 

the next batter for a 1-2-3 inning. 

 

 The first RailCats to the 

plate was Adam Klein, After he 

Derrick 

Gordon on the 

hill for the 

RailCats 

Former RailCat and 

Hammond Native Mike 

Coles getting ready to 

lead off 
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struck out, the next two batters 

went down in order in what was 

shaping up to be a pitchers duel. 

 

 That would prove to be the 

case until the top of the third in-

ning. Jason James of the 

RedHawks would get a leadoff sin-

gle and advance all the way to 

third on back to back throwing er-

rors. He would score on a Mike 

Coles RBI, to make the score 1-0 

FargoMoorehead.  

 

 Brad Boyer would put 

Gary on the board for the first time 

with a lead off home run in the 

bottom of the fourth, to tie the 

score at 1-1.  The battle would 

continue for the into the top of the 

6th . 

 

 Gordon would walk Coles 

to lead off the inning, and would 

score two batters later on a Nic 

Johnson sac fly to right to put the 

RedHawks up 2-1. The RailCats 

would even it up in the bottom of 

the inning when the second batter 

Toddric Johnson was walked by 

RedHawks starter Alex Kaminsky 

and Mike Rohde kncked an RBI 

base hit to tie things up 2-2. 

 

 The RailCats would take 

the lead for the final time in the 

bottom of the 7th as Mike Massaro  

would score on a Brad Boyer base 

hit and Boyer himself would be 

knocked in by Johnson to make the 

score 4-2. 

 

 The team showed great 

promise in front of  3,841 fans, but 

would fall in the series, dropping 

the next two games.  On this night 

though, the RailCats would be vic-

torious with James Baker notching 

RailCats hitters 

started to do some 

damage in the 4th 
The scoreboard, top 

of the first 

Mike Rohde at 1st 

RailCats Starter Derrick  

Gordon, set to throw the first 

pitch, May 20th, 2011  



2011 RailCats Home Opener Starting Lineup 
 

   Adam Klein   DH 

   Mike Massaro  CF 

   Brad Boyer   2B 

   Cristian Guerrero  RF 

   Toddric Johnson  LF 

   Kyle Haines   SS 

   Mike Rohde   1B 

   Mike Valadez  C 

   Chris Carrara  3B 

 

   Derrick Gordon  SP 

the victory and David Nathanson 

recoding the save. 

 

 Between innings, fans were 

treated to the between inning con-

tests and antics that one would ex-

pect in a minor league sporting 

event including the mascot race, 

sumo wrestling and the a contest 

were teams of two would build 

human sized burgers. Of course 

RailCats mascots Rusty and Rascal 

were on hand to shake hands, 

dance and entertain the crowd. 

 

 When the game was over, 

the fun was not done yet. Fans 

young and old looked on in amaze-

ment as Ted “Burning man” 

Batchleor with the help of his 

crew, set himself on fire and ran 

the bases, finally taking a headfirst 

slide into home.   

 

 After Batchleor was done, 

the traditional Friday Night Fire-

works were presented. A fitting 

end to an evening where the Rail-

Cats won their first home game of 

their 10th year.  

Rascal the RailCat  

Entertaining fans on the 

1st base dugout 

RailCats fans ready for 

the 2011 Home Opener 

to start! 
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 After a year off from 

coaching, to provide analysis on 

Mid America Broadcasting’s Fri-

day night football broadcasts, for-

mer Knox and River Forest head 

football Tim Gault will be back 

on the sideline. Hammond Clark  

Athletic Director Dave Verta an-

nounced that Gault has been 

named the new head football 

coach of the Pioneers.  

 Prior to his season behind 

the microphone, Gault served as 

an assistant at Andrean, Hobart, 

Wheeler and Michigan City giv-

ing him a wide range of coaching 

experience. Gault was 

able to bring that experi-

ence with different pro-

grams, and different 

coaching philosophies to 

the broadcast booth last 

season, giving fans a 

sense of what goes on in 

the huddle during MAB 

broadcasts.  
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Ryan Ingram of Milan is 

the only player to hit a 

home run in a 1A state 

championship game 

 

 

In 2007, Morgan  

Melloh of Hamilton  

Southeastern set a 4A 

and all-class record with 

26 strikeouts against 

Castle in 10 innings. 

 

 

Former Major Leaguer 

Don Larsen, who pitched 

a perfect game in the 

1956 World Series was 

born in Michigan City. 

 

Tony Zale who was a 

NBA, NYSAC, and  

World Middleweight 

boxing champion in the 

1940’s was born and 

raised in Gary. 

 

Before he made his 

mark in NASCAR, 

Kenny Irwin, Jr.  

played soccer at  

Lawrence North. 

 That same experience 

should serve him well as he takes 

on a program that is coming off of 

it’s fourth straight winning season 

in a row, but that has not won a 

post season game since  2008. 

 “Tim is a coach in North-

west Indiana who really knows and 

cares about the game of Football in 

the region.” said Andy Wielgus of 

Mid America Broadcasting. 

 MAB will be broadcasting 

Gault’s first game as the Clark 

head coach with  the annual 

“Battle of 119th Street” against 

Whiting on Saturday, August 20th. 

Did you Know? 
Former MAB Broadcaster Tim Gault Named 

New Clark Head Football Coach 
MAB Monthly Staff Report 

 
ROGER BROCK                    219-670-0011 
 

HAMMONDSPORTS.COM 
 

COVERING HAMMOND INDIANA SPORTS  
 

BROCKROGER@YAHOO.COM 

Hammond Clark Pioneers 2011 Football Schedule 

Date   Opponent 

August 20   at Whiting 

August 26   Calumet 

September 2   at Morton 

September 9   Lew Wallace 

September 16   East Chicago Central 

September 23   Bowman Academy 

September 30   at Gavit 

October 8   Evansville Cent. (at Law.Cent.) 

October 14   at Hammond 
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6-1-11  

MAB Weekly  

at Beggars Pizza 5:30pm  
 

 

6-8-11  

MAB Weekly  

at Carriage Court 5:30pm  
 

 

6-15-11  

MAB Weekly  

at Beggars Pizza 5:30pm  
 

 

6-22-11  

MAB Weekly  

at Ponderosa 5:30pm  
 

 

6-23-11  

MAB NBA Draft Show  

7:30pm  
 

 

6-29-11  

MAB Weekly  

at Beggars Pizza 5:30pm  

Mid America Broadcasting 
June Broadcast Schedule 

A major home improvement project can enhance your quality of life; 

give your family years of enjoyment; reduce your energy costs; and add 

significant value to your home. 
 

The success of your project depends on a detailed plan,  

good communication, expert craftsmen, and a  

dedicated team that will exceed your expectations. 
 

GoCo delivers all that and more. 
 

Call us today at 219-926-2488 to schedule your Initial Consultation. 




