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MAB ONLINE MAGAZINE 
 

  July is often known as the slowest month in the sports 

calendar. The MLB All-Star Break, NFL training camps not quite 

under way until the end on the month, no NBA, no NFL, high 

school moratorium week, it seems like there is nothing to 

cover. Of course, somehow, for the second year in a row we 

have figured out something! 

 July does mark the 3rd anniversary of MAB, It’s hard to 

believe that it has been this long. Andy Wielgus takes a look 

back at the last three years for us. Also, Brandon Vickery con-

tinues his coverage of the Northwest Indiana Oilmen with a mid

-season report. This month Rich Sapper, one never afraid of 

controversy, takes on the IHSAA’s new tradition factor. We 

also honor the Northwest Indiana teams and individuals that 

have won state championships this past school year, as well as 

honoring all of the girls team state champions in the area 

since the advent of Title IX. We also have our new feature: 

Moore Exposure’s “Spotlight Athlete of the Month.” All that and 

much more will lead to next month’s Region Football preview. 

 As always please thank our sponsors for their support 

of athletics in the area. If you are interested in becoming a 

sponsor, you may also call us at 219-973-7990. 
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Mid America Broadcasting 

Celebrates 3 Years! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Andy Wielgus  

MAB Monthly Staff Writer 
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 We put together a top notch group of 

broadcasters and commentators to bring you 

all of the action crystal clear on 

www.sportsjuice.com. Without the wonder-

ful MAB Team, none of this would have 

been possible, including our core group of 

Bob Potosky, Rich Sapper, Hank Kilander, 

and JT Hoyo. Also contributing this year 

were Pow Wow Radio’s Brandon Vickrey 

and Tom “TD” Dudzik on the shows and 

broadcasts. I would like to thank all of our 

weekly show locations, 

www.sportsjuice.com/John Onorato and 

sponsors for making a commitment to our 

project. 

 Since its incep-

tion three short 

years ago, Mid 

America Broad-

casting LLC. has 

been about fulfill-

ing the Mission of 

being “The Heart 

of Amateur 

Sports”.   

From Top: Andy Wielgus, JT Hoyo, Brandon Vickery, 

and Bob Potosky broadcasting a basketball game at 

Merrillville, Hank Kilander at a show, and Rich Sap-

per interviews 4X wrestling state champion Jason 

Trstsis 



 This year saw MAB Monthly editions, 

which get better each month, a New MAB 

Message board, 436 Mid America Broad-

casting LLC Facebook Fans and close to 

200 followers on Twitter @mabsports, and a 

new Tumblr Page. The Fall Season saw 

MAB provide two separate crews all the way 

to the IHSAA State Finals. And once again 

MAB was your only home to weekly regular 

season volleyball. The NCC action was very 

exciting and Bob Potosky does a great job on 

calling all the play by play in Volleyball. The 

season also saw the end of coaching tenures 

for coaches in Football at Portage, Valpo, 

Griffith, Crown Point, and Highland. With 

two of these coaches going on to other desti-

nations and one becoming a Principal. 

 

 In Basketball, MAB covered the 20-0 

Merrillville Lady Pirates Regular Season all 

the way. And we are the only broadcast entity 

to do many different girls basketball regular 

season games as well, again this year. We 

also had exciting boys basketball action 

again also including the IHSAA State Finals 

again this year. An exciting Edison- Noll 
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Order These  

Great Products  

and many 

more at  

youravon.com/

hsapper 

Boys Basketball game kind of kicked off the 

year and exemplified the play of the Eagles 

under Coach Clouse. Also our first visit to 

Oregon- Davis to hear JT rev up the Bobcats 

on the PA. 

 

The 20-0 Merrillville Pirates Boys Basketball Finals coverage 
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 In the Spring Season we brought you 

the Railcats HS Baseball Challenge at The 

US Steelyard again for the third year and 

many of us at MAB have been out at The 

Challenge since it’s inception. Once again 

our regular season coverage of baseball and 

softball was provided for you the fans and 

was one of the only outlets to provide it. Also 

we provided entertaining coverage of the 

NFL and NBA Draft. Also this day in base-

ball history on each broadcast with Bob Po-

tosky and JT Hoyo with his first HR Call. 

And myself going back and forth between 

the Griffith upset of CP in Softball and my 

son’s JH Track Meet at Crown Point being 

Interact with us on  
Facebook at  
Mid America  

Broadcasting LLC  
and on  

Twitter @mabsports  
for scores, updates, and sports 

news! 

To Advertise  

on our broadcasts or  

in MAB Monthly 
 

 

Contact Rich Sapper  

219-973-7990  or  

rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com 

 

 

Bob Potosky 

bpotosky@midamericabroadcasting.com 

 

 

JT Hoyo 

kbhoyojr1@yahoo.com 

 

Single game and season packages available! 

 

held on the same grounds. 

 

 As always there is thought provoking 

conversation on MAB Weekly and Guests 

like Ashley Campbell of Oregon Davis, 

Moore Exposure and the Indiana Dawgs, 

Calumet College Track and Field/X- Coun-

try, Crown Point State Champion Wrestlers 

and Coach, Rehab Segments, and George 

Crown Point vs Lake Central baseball 

 

Griffith Softball 



Fields of Lowell. And of course MAB cour-

tesy of the Railcats was able to give away 

Trivia Winners again this year for Opening 

Day at The US Steelyard. A new Railcats 

Weekly Page was added in the Spring also on 

www.midamericabroadcasting.com to go 

along with a Region Sports Desk Video 

Page, and an easier to access Archive page. 

Also, New History pages were also added on 

Vincennes Basketball and ECR/ECW Foot-

ball to go along with Recruiting in the left 

corner of the page. 

 

Finally, as we look forward to next year, we 

hope to have a great 4th year on the air on 

www.sportsjuice.com and 

www.midamericabroadcasting.com. Some 

thoughts to ponder for next year include: 

 

1. Can LC Football repeat it’s success next 

year? 

2. Will Michigan City Girls BB get to the 

State Finals? 

3. Will Marquette Volleyball return to 

it’s glory again in 1A? 

4. How will Griffith do without 

Coach Radtke? 

5. Will the Tribe return to the DAC 

Upper Tier under Wally? 

6. How will Lake Station Edison do 

with a new coach in Boys Basketball? 

7. Will 21st Century be a player in1A 

Boys Basketball this year? 

 

Check out Region Sports Desk’s 

Shows, Highlight Videos and  

Recruiting Videos on 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.youtube.com/user/

jtjrmoney8  
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8. How will Crown Point do this year under 

Coach Enright? 

9. Will Andrean, CP, LC, Chesterton, and 

Portage be quality teams again in Softball. 

10. Could CP’s Plesac 8-2 and Kepshire 6-0 

be the Region’s best 1-2 Pitching combo next 

year? 

11. Will Kewaan Short of Purdue/EC Central, 

be in the Greenroom in next year’s NFL 

Draft? 

12. Can Andrean make a deep run in 3A Boys 

Basketball this year. 

Thank goodness for this being the last year 

of the DAC Double Round Robin. 

 

Join our MAB Messageboard or Interact 

with us on Facebook and share your 

thoughts. You can contact us at 973-7990 

or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com 

as well. 
 

 

 

http://www.midamericabroadcasting.com/
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 Kawann Short 
Purdue 

 
 

 Former East Chicago Central 
Sports Star and Purdue DT Kawann 
Short  has been named one of the  
Pre-Season Top 25 NCAA Division 1  
Impact Football Players by Sporting  
News for the 2012-13 College  
Football Year . 

VISION POINTVISION POINTVISION POINT   
AAATHLETESTHLETESTHLETES   OFOFOF   THETHETHE   MMMONTHONTHONTH   

Written and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff Writer   
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CLEARLY DIFFERENT CLEARLY DIFFERENT   

Robbie Hummel 
Timberwolves 

 
 
  

 Robbie Hummel of Purdue and 
Valparaiso High School was drafted in 
the 2nd round (58th overall) by the Min-
nesota Timberwolves. He is the 3rd Boil-
ermaker in 2 years to be drafted by an 
NBA franchise. 

Andrean Softball 
Andrean 

 
 

 

 

 The Andrean Lady 59'ers de-
feated Edgewood 9-2 and won the 
Class 3A IHSAA Softball State Title at 
Ben Davis HS. Plainfield also won in 
4A, South Putnam in 2A, and Lake-
wood Park Christian in 1A.  

Northern Indiana 
Baseball Teams 

 

 
 Congrats to the Northern Teams - 
4A Lake Central, 3A Western, 2A North-
field, and 1A LCC, on going 4 for 4 in the 
IHSAA Baseball State Finals winning 1-0 
in 4A, 8-1in 3A, 3-2 in 2A, and 12-2 in 1A 
for going 4 for 4 in the IHSAA Baseball 
State Finals  
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Spotlight  
Athlete  
of  the  
Month! 

Please allow me to introduce John Mosser a 6'6 can't miss recruit from Valparaiso 

HS in NW Indiana class of 2013 .  

 

 Selected as All Duneland Conference as a junior last season 

 Nominated as 2nd Team All-Area in the basketball hot bed known as "The Region" 

 Team Captain 

 Season statistics 13ppg, 12rpg 

 Asked to participate in three all-star games over the summer 

 GPA of 3.4 (just took the ACT no score yet) 
 Same high school that has produced: Bryce Drew, Robbie Hummel, Scott Martin 
 

John Mosser 
6'6 Valparaiso High School 

Valparaiso, Indiana 

 A high energy player very active can score inside and out 
dominates on the glass great basketball IQ with impressive funda-

mentals.  John makes those around him better as a leader and team-
mate on and off the court.  Not yet done growing potential for 2-3 more Scouting Report 

www.moore-exposure.com                                      (219) 916-1102 



Gain an advantage 
Just having the game, work ethic and desire is simply not enough.........you need to "gain an advan-

tage" on the competition. I provide an advantage in the recruiting process by doing what my name in-

dicates.......providing more exposure. Obtaining an offer to play at the collegiate level is an extensive 

and tedious process that should be handled by a professional recruiting service. An offer is not always 

provided to players simply from the fact recruiters or schools have no knowledge of who you are, 

where you play, what your game offers. Allow Moore Exposure the opportunity of selling your game 

and your character so you can earn a chance of playing at the next level. 

Gain  An Advantage 

How do we provide more exposure? 
Contacts and more contacts.....the name of the game is getting an athlete in front of NCAA coaches all 

around the country. Moore Exposure literally has contact(s) with every level from D1 to JUCO in the 

nation. Athletes must be SOLD to these institutions and matched up with what a program needs. Are 

you a point guard? Well, we find college programs that are in need of that position and "expose" your 

strengths and assets you can and will provide a collegiate team. Our competitors only list a profile that 

you create and maintain, while we go above and beyond. We market you to NCAA basketball pro-

grams we reach out to rather than your profile sitting idle among thousands of other prospects. 

 

A professionally tested and proven recruiting template will be created on an individual basis for our 

players. Key strengths, accolades, character and academic achievement will be highlighted. Also, a 

professional highlight reel showing off the skills in your player profile and recruiting template. Follow 

up phone calls and correspondence with NCAA coaches will occur after the recruiting template is 

emailed out and then the recruiting process begins. I work diligently year round making sure I leave 

no stone unturned and we provide assistance and counseling during the entire process. We guarantee 

exposure...........having the ability just isn't enough you need to gain an advantage......you 

need.....MOORE EXPOSURE  

www.moore-exposure.com                                      (219) 916-1102 
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IHSAA’s “Success 
Factor” Punishes 

Success 
An editorial by Rich Sapper,  
MAB Monthly Staff Writer 

Call it the “tradition factor,” call it the 

“success factor,” call it whatever you would 

like. In the end, what it really is is punish-

ment for being a great team and winning. 
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 In case you don’t know what I am 

talking about, the IHSAA executive com-

mittee decided to implement a modified 

version on an Indiana Football Coaches As-

sociation proposal that would  “award” 

points to a team based on their success in 

tournament play over a four year period. 

The proposal itself was voted down, but 

would be replaced by using a point system 

over a two, rather than four year period for 

all team sports. 

 Basically, what is going to happen 
is that a team will be 
given 1 point for winning a 
sectional, 2 for a regional, 
3 for a semi-state and 4 
for a state title. So,, in 
other words if a team wins 
a state championship, 
and then wins a regional 
in the next season, they 
will be moved up a class 
for the next two seasons. 
This will be the rule for 
football, soccer, volleyball, 
basketball, softball, and baseball.  
 There are some fundamental 
problems with this rule though. Now 
here is where I will put in the disclaimer 
of this being my opinion, not necessar-
ily that of MAB, blah, blah, blah. Well, 
obviously, that is what an editorial is so 
people should know that, but even 
though at the time I am writing this I am 
not sure of my MAB teammates opin-
ions, I am sure they are not the same 
as, or as outspoken as I have been 
about this. Before I get the hate mail, I 
also want to say that I am sure they is 
nothing I can do to change this, but  I 
am going to talk about it anyway. 

 I have a few issues with this. This 
first is that it is a backhanded way to 
silence the private/parochial/charter 
school opponents who have been de-
bating that it is fundamentally “unfair” 
because they can “recruit.” I am not 
saying dishonest, please don’t misun-
derstand. It is a way to do that though. 
Never mind that those folks are just 
wrong, but I won’t even get into that. 
My views on that issue are well known, 
and there are students from just about 

every successful team, yes 
public too, who had kids on 
the squad that were not liv-
ing in the district and paying 
tuition to go to another 
school. Again, I am not here 
to debate that, but might as 
well throw it out there for 
those of you just joining us. 
 Another issue is this 
notion that everything in life 
has to be fair. It's part of an 
overwhelming problem with 

America. Well life isn't fair. It's no won-
der with everything being so watered 
down that we are barely in the top 25 in 
math and science. scores. It is no won-
der that everything is less productive 
that it was, because every thing has to 
be "fair."   
 I have been told that rather than 
making things “fair” it is more like giving 
a great math student a challenge and 
moving them up to a higher level of 
math. The reality though is that kids cy-
cle through programs> In that case, it's 
more like telling a poor math student 
that he has to take calculus because 

no. 
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the kid behind him was an A+ student. 
THAT is the problem. It's not at all 
about a good student being challenged.  
 What is this fairness doctrine 
teaching kids anyway? You are great, 
you work hard, you win championships, 
and, oh by the way, we are going to 
punish you for that by making you play 
bigger schools. People think this will 
corral privates and parochial schools, 
but look at really successful public 
schools. Maybe you have a great group 
of kids who is really talented. They all 
graduate and because they were good 
the kids who were underclassmen 
maybe were not as good. Now THOSE 
KIDS have to play the tougher competi-
tion.  There are countless examples 
throughout the history of the IHSAA 
tournament and I will give you a couple. 
 From 1998-2001, Tri-West was 
an average high school football team. 
They had some great talent and some 
good wins, but the records were aver-
age to below average. Nothing against 
the kids on the teams, but the results 
are the results. In the last year of that 

stretch, they were a respectable 6-5, 
but lost in the sectional semi-final that 
year.  
 Then a great class matured and 
in 2003, Tri-West was 14-1 and won a 
state title. In reality, all that  sepa-
rated them from perfection was a 4 
point loss earlier in the season to 
Frankfort. In 04, second verse, same 
as the first, only this time they WERE 
15-0 winning another state title. In 
those two years, they would have accu-
mulated 8 points if I read it right and 
would have gone up a class.  
 Ok, now here is where it gets 
tricky. Tri-West would have moved up 
to 3A in 2005 if this system would been 
in place. Here is the problem though, 
that 05 team was great (11-2), won a 
sectional and then lost in the Regional. 
That of course was a 2A regional. The 
following season, they were 3-7. Again, 
no disrespect to the kids at all. I know 
they played hard and tried their best, 
but if this is about fairness, how would 
it be fair to put a team that lost most of 
their experienced players and saddle 
the class that was 3-7 for example with 
playing in 3A? To me, fairness is not 
the issue, it was just done to shut up all Sapper’s Market and Greenhouses 

1155 South Lake Park Ave, Hobart 

219-942-4995 
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of the private/parochial/charter oppo-
nents out there. That's why I used a 
public school team to illustrate my 
point. 
 Here is a second one. Evansville 
Memorial. The Tigers are always solid 
in football. In 2008 and 2009 the won 
back to back southern semi-states, but 
were not able to get past Bellmont and 
West Lafayette respectively. Out-
standing seasons to be sure. Two semi
-state titles in a row gives them 6 
points, and look, now Memorial is a 4A 
team under this system. The problem is 
that they has some graduation losses 
and a less experienced club in 2010 in 
started the season 3-4, before rattling 
off four wins in a row and a trip to the 
sectional championship, which they lost 
(in 3A of course). In 2011, a 4-5 regular 
season team fared a bit better in the 
tournament and won a sectional title 
before falling in the regional. 
 Not a football fan, here is one 
from basketball.  In 07-08 & in 08-09 

Oak Hill played Heritage Christian for 
the 2A girls basketball title. Heritage 
Christian won both matchups, would 
have accumulated 8 points, and would 
have moved to 3A. Good news for Oak 
Hill right? Wrong. Having won 2 semi-
states in a row Oak Hill would also 
have moved up to 3A.  In 09-10 they 
would have played in the 3A tourna-
ment with a team, that while a sectional 
champion, fell in the regional to Luers. 
Again, some great players graduated 
and although they were a great team, 
they likely would have not been able to 
compete in 3A. 
 Of course, what this will do is at 
some point end Muncie Burris’ streak of 
winning every 2A volleyball title. I guess 
they will just have to start winning every 
3A, the 4A title. What it will not do is 
end Carmel’s streak of swimming titles 
since there are no classes and swim-
ming isn’t covered anyway. 
 As my point hopefully has be-
come more clear, high school sports is 

5 Reasons to Advertise 

 with MAB 

 

1. Support exposure for student athletes. 

2. Low advertising rates. 

3. Special packages available. 

4. Your ad will run live and on our archive. 

5. Option of game, web and online mag. 

6.  

 

Contact Rich Sapper at 219-973-7990  

or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com 
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Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com 

http://www.sportsworxnwin.com/  

 

cyclical. You have great classes some-
times, others you are more  inexperi-
enced and results are not as good. The 
kids in the classes behind those great 
classes have to play bigger schools, 
and are not in the same position to 
handle them as the teams before them. 
This doesn't even begin to address the 
fact that there are a finite number of 
classes that you can move someone 
into, but nothing will ever solve that. 
 In the seemingly never ending 
quest to find what is fair and make eve-
rything equal, we are losing site of what 
makes sports great. You always want to 
beat the best team possible. Granted, 
you do not want Ben Davis playing, 
say, Whiting in football. But I think if 
you are Whiting you want to play the 
best of 1A and beat them, you don’t 
want the best in your class to move up 
to 2A so that you can get past lesser 
competition. There may be positive to  
the teams moving up, and I am sure 
that a state championship will feel good 
no matter what, but not having the 
chance to match up with the team that 
knocked you out the year before does 
put a bit of a damper on things.  
 To paraphrase a quote I once 

heard, “All men are created equal., it is 
what they do after that  which will sepa-
rate them.” In other words, work hard, 
learn the fundamentals of the game, 
get in the weight room, rely on your 
teammates, respect your coaches, be 
good citizens and win that way. Don’t 
win because someone artificially wa-
tered down the competition for you. 
 
 
 
 
The opinions in this article are solely 
those of the author, and do not neces-
sarily represent the opinions of Mid 
America Broadcasting, it’s manage-
ment, or advertisers. 
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“You’ve got that Hungry Feelin!” 
Now Serving Chefs Choice 

Chef’s Choice 
Lunch Buffet 

Mon-Fri 

11-2 
 

Every day, the Lunch Buffet  

includes: Pizza, Salads, Anti-pasta 

Salads, Soups and all the Fixens! 
 

Daily Specials are as follows: 

Monday……………….Baked Chicken 

Tuesday…………………………Tacos 

Wednesday………….Variety of Pastas 

Thursday…………………….Sausage 

Friday……………………………Fish 

211 South East St., Crown Point, IN 

663-6551 
DINE-IN * CARRY OUT * DELIVERY 

www.carriagecourtpizza.com 
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NWI Oilmen NWI Oilmen 

Midseason Midseason 

ReportReport  

  
Story & photos by Story & photos by 

Brandon Vickery, Brandon Vickery,   

Pow Wow RadioPow Wow Radio  



The Northwest Indiana 

Oilmen baseball team 

got off to a red hot start 

in its first season in the 

Midwest Collegiate 

League.  The expansion 

squad was greeted with 

a 7-4 Opening Night 

loss at Benedictine 

University in Lisle, IL 

against the DuPage 

County Hounds.  The 

Oilmen responded by 

rapping off eight wins 

in the next nine games.   
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NWI followed that stretch up with a six 

game winning streak before hitting the first 

cold stretch of the season.  The Oilmen lost 

three straight from June 22-24 and currently 

stand at 14-6 entering a big game with second 

place Will County.  At the time this article 

was compiled, the once comfortable Oilmen 

lead in the MCL South Division had dwindled 

to just one game over the charging Cracker-

Jacks.   

Fans that have made their way to beau-

tiful Oil City Stadium in Whiting this year 

have enjoyed seeing rising young stars per-

form at an affordable price.  Those who have 

made their way to the ballpark have gotten 

their money’s worth up to this point in the 

season as nearly every home game has been 

tightly contested and high scoring.  On sev-

eral different occasions the Oilmen turned 

around their fortunes with late rallies and dra-

matic victories.   

The team includes a large number of 

players who are from Northwest Indiana 

 

HAMMONDSPORTS.COM 
 

COVERING HAMMOND INDIANA SPORTS  
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mixed with talented guys that are just getting 

familiar with the region this summer.  Home-

town favorite Elliot Badja, who played his 

high school ball in Whiting, has been a 

sparkplug for the Oilmen throughout the sea-

son.  He is an incredibly patient hitter at the 

plate, leading the MCL in walks with 16.  

Bajda ranks first on the team and third in the 

league in stolen bases with 10, one of which 

came on a straight steal of home plate.  He is 

also hitting .308 with seven runs batted in 

and moves around the diamond as a versatile 

Follow Portage Follow Portage Follow Portage 

SportsSportsSports   

all year longall year longall year long   

5 Reasons to Advertise 

 with MAB 
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defensive player.   

Billy Miller started the 

season as the team’s leading hit-

ter before cooling off and suf-

fering a tough slump over the 

last two weeks.  His average is 

still a solid .328 and he owns 

the only home run in franchise 

history, a blast over the right 

field fence at Joliet Junior Col-

lege in a June 12 game against 

the Illinois Lincolns.   

Lake Central product 

Cody Dykema has done the job 

with men on base, matching 

Miller for the team lead in runs 

batted in with 13.  Valparaiso 

University first baseman John 

Loeffler is the team’s leading 

hitter with a .375 average, while 

Highland native John 

Livingston checks in with a .333 

average.  The young Purdue 

middle infield combo of Bran-

don Krieg and Bennett Oliver 

has been productive at the plate 

with the two men hitting .333 

and .318, respectively. 

 From Wednesday June 27 

to the start of the All-Star Break 

on Monday June 9, the Oilmen 

play 12 games in 12 days.  That stretch in-

cludes a charity exhibition game against the 

United States Military All-Stars on Sunday 

July 1 at 6:10.  The All-Star Game, which is 

expected to feature several NWI players, is 

set for July 11 at Benedictine University.   

The regular season will conclude on 

Sunday July 29 with four of the MCL’s eight 



clubs advancing to the postseason.  With the 

Oilmen and Will County currently duking it 

out for the top two spots, the Illinois Lin-

colns are lurking just three games behind 

Northwest Indiana while Southland is in the 

basement, five games off the pace.  The 

DeKalb County Liners, who are 12-7, lead 

the North Division by two games over the 

DuPage County Hounds with the abysmal 

Chicago Zephyrs (5-14) and Rockford For-

esters (5-15) both quickly falling out of play-

off contention.   

Page 26 MAB MONTHLY 

Many great promotions will be fea-

tured at Oil City Stadium in Whiting the rest 

of the season, including weekly favorites 

Thirsty Thursdays and Family Fridays.  All 

Oilmen games can be heard on nwioil-

men.com with select games available on AM 

1230 WJOB.  Visit the team’s website for 

more details. 

Catch Brandon Vickrey during the school year on Pow 

Wow Radio, where he serves as 

the lead host of Portage Indians 

Sports Corner and as a play-by-

play broadcaster for select sport-

ing events.  Pow Wow Radio airs 

on PHSNewsOnline.com or blog-

talkradio.com/powwwowradio. 

Also, make sure to listen as Brandon calls games this 

spring season for MAB and this summer for the Oilmen! 

 

 

http://PHSNewsOnline.com
http://blogtalkradio.com/powwwowradio
http://blogtalkradio.com/powwwowradio
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Basketball      Volleyball      Tennis  

Batting Cages      Gym Rental  

 
 
 
 

The Courts of NWI is a Not-for-profit organization.  
Donations made to The Courts of NWI fund scholarships  

for underprivileged youth to participate in active  
after-school programs. Our goal is to inspire our youth  

to be leaders both ON and OFF The Courts. 
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Region State 
Champions 

By Rich Sapper 
MAB Monthly Staff Writer 
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 Last July, we listed every state champion to win in the 

previous year. This year, we are doing a little something dif-

ferent and rather than a list, we have a capsule honoring the 

state champions from Northwest Indiana for the 2011-12 

school year. It was an eventful year to be sure with some up-

sets, some expected victories and some near misses. From 

the first state title to come to the Region  with Crown 

Point’s boys Soccer title to Lake Central closing the circle 

with the first 4A title for the area in 10 years, it was a 

memorable year. Let’s take a step back and look at the year 

that was for those teams and individuals who reached the 

top of the mountain in Indiana high school sports! 

Boys Soccer 

Crown Point  
 Soccer was front 

and center in the hub of 

Lake County as both the 

boys and girls soccer 

teams were both doing well in the tourna-

ment and the girls just fell short of making it 

out of the semi-state. The boys, led by head 

coach J.R. Rosenbaum, won the first 2A soc-

cer championship in state history in the 

unlikeliest of fashions. They were not the 

typical dominant team in the regular season 

with a 9-6-2 record entering the tournament. 

 Once they entered the tournament, 

things got interesting. Crown Point beat Mer-

rillville and Lowell, both of whom they had 

beaten previously and they won the sectional 

in impressive fashion by identical 6-0 scores. 

In the Regional, It was a bit tougher as the 

Bulldogs met Lake Central, who they had 

lost to in the regular season. This time 

though, it would be Crown Point’s turn beat-

ing the Indians 2-1. The Regional Champion-

ship came to Crown Point after beating Mun-

ster 2-1, avenging another regular season 

loss. 

 Going into the Semi-State, the Bull-

dogs were confident, but had their work cut 

out for them as the matched up with a power-

ful Noblesville team. The Millers proved to 

be a formidable opponents, and it took a 

Christian Lomeli PK to win the game. The 

night cap was not much different as once 

again, a Lomeli PK would send the Bulldogs 

to the state championship game.  

 The opponent in the state champion-

ship would be another set of Bulldogs, this 

time from Columbus North. The southern 

Bulldogs had a more impressive record com-
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Trinity Lutheran School is state approved to accept vouchers! 

900 Luther Dr. 

Hobart, IN 

219-942-2589 

891 Linda St. 

Hobart, IN 

219-942-3147 

Worship Times 

Sunday 9:00 am 

Wednesday 6:00 pm 

Saturday 6:00 pm 

PreschoolPreschoolPreschool———8th Grade8th Grade8th Grade   

NLSA AccreditedNLSA AccreditedNLSA Accredited   

Sports, Music, Clubs, ActivitiesSports, Music, Clubs, ActivitiesSports, Music, Clubs, Activities   

ing into the game, but Crown Point would be 

undaunted. As if winning two semi-state 

matches by PK was not enough, it was now a 

state championship that would hang in the 

balance on PKs. Riley Belding would miss 

the first PK for Columbus North, followed 

by made kicks by Brad Shaw and Eric Perry. 

Lomelli would also stop an attempt by Alex 

Kaiser. For Crown Point, Zach Sneiderwine,  

Carmelo Morales, and  Bay Kurtz would 

connect before Alex Fenn was able to cap it 

off with the game winner.  

 

Girls Golf 

Kelly Grassel—Chesterton 
 The Legends golf club in 

Franklin would be the site of 

Chesterton’s first state champi-

onship of the year. This one 

would go to an individual as 

Kelly Grassel shot 75-73-148 to 

become the first golfer from Chesterton of 

either gender to win a golf title. The victory 

was not without drama as Grassel started day 

two with a two stroke disadvantage to Ham-

ilton Southeastern’s Brooke Beegle.  

 It was a slow start on Saturday as well, 

but a par or better performance on the last 12 

holes propelled the Junior to a 1 stoke vic-

tory. Grassel’s effort was able to help move 

the team up to a sixth place finish overall. 

 

Wrestling 

Kyle Ayersman—Lake Central 

Tyler Kral—Crown Point 

Stevan Micic– Hanover  

Paul Petrov—Hanover 

Jason Trirtsis—Crown Point 
  

 It’s long been said that 

Northwest Indiana is a hot-bed 

for great wrestling talent and if 

the 2012 individual finals were 

any indication, those observers 

were right. In all, the Region 

brought home 5 state champion-

ships: 2 for wrestlers from 

Hanover Central, 2 for Crown 

Point, and one for Lake Central. 

 The first of Hanover’s ti-

tles came at 106 as sophomore 

Stevan Micic completed an un-

defeated season with a 5-1 deci-

sion over fellow soph Nathan 

Boston of Lawrence North, setting up talk 

about a rematch among the wrestling com-

munity.  
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 The Wildcats didn't need to wait long 

for their second title as Senior Paul Petrov 

also completed his season 47-0 with a 14-11 

decision over Brenden Campbell of New 

Castle at 120. 

 In the very next match, fans were 

clamoring to see Lake Central Senior Kyle 

Ayersman  at 126 try for his third state cham-

pionship. He did not disappoint beating Perry 

Meridian’s Cody LeCount by a 1-0 decision. 

 Winning three titles in high school is a 

rare enough experience, but Crown Point’s 

Jason Tsirtsis was going for his fourth, a feat 

only completed by a handful of athletes in-

cluding his older brother Alex. The North-

western-bound Tsirtsis would complete a 

nearly perfect high school career with a 22-7 

technical fall over Vincent Corsaro from Ca-

thedral at 145. 

 Tritsis would have a chance to share 

state champion honors with his team mate 

Tyler Kral who ended a 41-2 campaign with 

a 3-2 decision over Joe Gallegos of South 

Bend Clay. Kral, who was also an out-

standing football player will be heading to 

Purdue to continue his wrestling career. 

 

Swimming 

Olivia Kabacinski– Chesterton  

(x2) 

Joshua Arndt—LaPorte 

Adam Johnston—Highland 

Blake Pieroni –Chesterton 
 In swimming and diving, 

no team seems to be able to beat 

Carmel. Region athletes, how-

ever, were able to bring home 

some hardware. In fact, between 

the girls and boys titles North-

west Indiana athletes brought as 

many championships home as 

their wrestling counterparts.  

 On the girls side, Olivia 

Kabacinski brought home two 

first place finishes. The Chester-

ton Senior won the 50 freestyle in 
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23.06 and then won the 100 freestyle in 

49.94. These were Kabacinski’s second and 

third titles having won the 200 freestyle in 

2010. She was also the second individual 

from Chesterton to win a state title on the 

year. 

 On the boys side Joshua Arndt became 

the first Slicer athlete to win any state title in 

swimming or diving since 1973 when he 

complied 543.80 points to win the one meter 

diving championship. 

 In the 50 freestyle Adam Johnston of 

Highland won in 20.79. Blake Pieroni of 

Chesterton gave the Trojans their 4th individ-

ual state championship when he brought the 

100 freestyle home in 44.85. 

Gymnastics 

Morgan Algozin  - Valparaiso 

(x3) 
 While the Vikings nar-

rowly missed winning the team 

state championship in gymnas-

tics to Dwenger, standout Junior Morgan Al-

gozin was able to bring three individual titles 

back to the Region. Algozin won the floor 

exercise with a score of 9.675, the vault with 

a score of 9.950 and the all around with a 

score of 38.750. Her efforts propelled Valpo 

to a 111.975 second place team finish.  

 

Softball 

Andrean 
 In softball, a dominant 

pitcher can carry you a long 

way. Certainly Andrean head 

coach Brooke Baker-Runyon 

knows that because she was that 

dominant pitcher in high school 

at Lake Central and then in college at Pur-

due. This time though, she was not in the 

pitching circle, yet she had a dominate 

pitcher of her own in Nikki Steinbach. Stein-

bach came into the state championship game 

with a tiny .41 ERA in 186 total innings of 



A major home improvement project can enhance your quality of life; 

give your family years of enjoyment; reduce your energy costs; and add 

significant value to your home. 
 

The success of your project depends on a detailed plan,  

good communication, expert craftsmen, and a  

dedicated team that will exceed your expectations. 
 

GoCo delivers all that and more. 
 

Call us today at 219-926-2488 to schedule your Initial Consultation. 

 

Law Office Of 

Paul Barenie 

(219) 864-0188 

27 W. Joliet Street 

Schererville, IN 
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work, giving up 11 earned runs and striking 

out 293.  

 It was no surprise that Steinbach 

would be pitching for the 26-4 59ers in the 

3A state championship game against Edge-

wood. Edgewood worked on more of a rota-

tion all season, but had 3 solid starters com-

ing in with a 21-11 record.  

 Steinbach did not disappoint throwing 

a complete game, scattering 6 hits, giving up 

2 runs and striking out 11. Steinbach’s stellar 

performance would have been the story if not 

for the 59ers bats. A big first inning which 

saw 6 Andrean hitters cross the plate. Three 

players had multiple hits and seven 59ers had 

at least 1. Savannah Kinsella was 2-3 with 2 

runs, Kaitlin Barajas was 3-4 with 2 runs, 

Brenna Boyle was 3-4 with 2 runs, 2 RBI 

and a stolen base to lead Andrean. Steinbach 

also had a double, run and RBI, and Mor-

ghyn Neal was 1-3 with 2 RBI. 

 The win gives Andrean it’s third soft-

ball title in school history and the 1st as a 

head coach for former state champion and 

Miss Softball Baker-Runyon.  

Girls Tennis 

Abigail & Vanessa Madigral—

Highland 
 Last year Aby Madigral 

teamed with Liz Quinn to win 

Highland’s first doubles title in 

tennis.  This year, she teamed 

with a partner that was even 

closer to her, her twin sister 

Vani. The pair was undefeated on the season 

and were  a heavy favorite going into the  

singles and double tournament. 

 The pair won the quarterfinal matchup  

against East Central’s Clare Stuewing and 

Kelly Weigel by scores of 6-2 and 6-0. In the 

semi-final, 6-1, 6-1 would propel the duo to a 

win over Autumn Fair and Kelly Mattingly 

of Zionsville. In the championship match the 

sisters won 6-1 and 6-2 over Dwenger’s 

Elizabeth Maxon and Audrey Rang.  



5 Reasons to Advertise 

 with MAB 

 

1. Support exposure for student athletes. 

2. Low advertising rates. 

3. Special packages available. 
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5. Option of game, web and online mag. 

6.  

 

Contact Rich Sapper at 219-973-7990  

or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com 
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Baseball 

Lake Central 
 The final title for the Re-

gion in the last IHSAA event of 

the year, the 4A baseball cham-

pionship. It had been 10 years 

since Munster won in 4A and no 

Northwest Indiana 4A school 

had been to a championship game, let alone 

won one since.  

 The number one ranked Indians gave 

the area hope as the sliced through the com-

petition all season, with only one blemish on 

the record against Ohio State and Ohio State 

bound Jake Post.  

 The Indians had their own Division 1 

pitchers in Jimmy McNamara and Taylor Le-

hart who had ERAs of .75 and .69 respec-

tively. The Indians also came into the finals 

hitting .349 as a team with Chase Fieldhouse 

leading the regulars hitting .448 with 14 ex-

tra base hits and 34 RBI. 

 The sectional was not problem for 

Lake Central beating Munster, Lowell and 

Highland pretty handily. The Regional was a 

bit tougher with a pair of two-run wins 

against Elkhart Central and Penn. The big-

gest nail biter of the tournament was the semi

-state, when it took 9 innings to defeat an im-

pressive Zionsville team 4-3. 

 The path would not get easier as Lake 

Central began searching for their first base-

ball title, as they matched up with a highly 

regarded Roncalli team featuring, among 

other, University of Cincinnati bound Colin 

Hawk and INF Joe Ardizzone.  

 In the end it would be the McNamara-

Hawk matchup that would be the story of the 

game. Both pitchers pitched complete games 

and had similar stat lines. McNamara scat-

tered 3 hits, walked 1 and struck out 9. Hawk 

gave up 4 hits, walked 2, and struck out four. 

The glaring difference is the 1 run given up 

by Hawk to McNamara’s 0.  

 Obviously, with as dominant as both 

pitchers were, offense was at a premium. In 

he top of the third, Ryan Burvan reached 

base on a single hit up the middle. Chase 

Fieldhouse was walked, putting Burvan into 

scoring position. The next batter, Austen 

Wagoner hit a line shot to center for the lone 

RBI of the game, scoring Burvan.  

 That run would be all that Lake Cen-

tral would need to win the first baseball 

championship in school history and to end 

the 2011-2012 high school sports season on a 

high note. 
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Region Football  

 

 

 

 

 

for 2012 
 

By Andy Wielgus  

MAB Monthly Staff  Writer 

Region Football  

 

 

 

 

 

for 2012 
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Basketball guy saying it. 

 

 

Griffith can win with a new coach this year. 

 

 

Hammond Morton is the best 

team in Hammond and yes 

Hammond High is improved, but 

the Govs are still the Head of the 

class in Hammond. 

 

 

Ingots will contend for the GSSC Crown be-

hind Wheeler with JJ Pennington at QB. Yes 

Region doubters, RF led the Bearcats last 

year at the Half under Coach Jeff Bean on 

the Road. 

 

 

Jake Jatis is the key at QB this year at CP 

with all the pieces 

are in place on Of-

fense and Defense, 

for a two year Dogs 

run with Peterson 

at the RB. Can he 

get high % passing attack to Braxton Rice 

and Zac Plesac. 

 

Andrean will rebound from their upset loss 

to Wheeler to have a good season. 

 

 

Big Change to 6A has now arrived, but not 

for this year. 

 

 

Collins will be the fastest back in the area for 

the Pirates. 

 

Defense will be a factor more than ever, at 

the point of attack in the DAC this year with 

all of the speed in these backfields, like 

Coleman, Collins, and Peterson. 

 

 

EC Central will have lots of speed this year 

headed by members of there Track Relay 

Team that did well in the Track State Finals. 

 

 

Football is King in the Region and I am a 
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59 Indiana Avenue, Valparaiso 
Just off the Courthouse Square 

 

Phone 219-464-7102 or 219-462-0404 

 

KV is getting better down in Wheatfield and 

could approach the middle of the NCC. 

 

 

LC is the favorite in the DAC and last year 

was no fluke. 

 

 

Merrillville will be a factor in the DAC with 

Raspopovich at the helm and Collins in the 

Backfield. 

 

 

New Prairie will play Griffith this year in the 

Radtke Game. 

 

 

Oilers may surprise in the GSSC this year as 

the Darkhorse and in the postseason. 

 

 

Portage will 

welcome 

Wally McCor-

mack back an 

Alumnus, as 

Coach and it 

will be inter-

esting to see how the Tribe looks this year 

with Limited Seniors in Numbers but some 

real talent in Rashaan Coleman. 

 

 

Quick starts don’t always mean a good sea-

son. 

 

 

Robinson may join his LC teammate Yancey 

with a Big Ten Commitment of his own for 

LC in the Future. 

 

 

Special Teams will always play a part if you 

want to get past Penn in 5A. 

 

 

Thirty Five Years ago was the last time a Re-

gion team won the Big 

School State Title- the 

1977 Portage Indians 

coached by Les Klein led 

by RB Mike Wishnevski 

and a super Defense that 

beat the Defending State 

Champion Pirates 3-0 in 

one of the best games ever 



in Region History on an Alex Mackenzie FG 

in the Postseason opener at Merrillville. 

 

 

Underdogs are always a plenty with a no 

seeded tournament and it is not on the Hori-

zon. 

 

 

Valpo Vikings Football will enter a new era 

without Coach Hoffman at the Helm. 

 

 

Wheeler will face somewhat of a GSSC 

Challenge this go around, but until proven 

different they are the best team in the GSSC. 

 

 

Xtra Point is that Chesterton could be just as 

good as LC and CP this year and is a Dark-

horse and could make a run in the DAC. 

 

 

Yancey is the best 

player in the Region 

and he has commit-

ted to Purdue where 

he will play RB. 

 

 

Zero in Munster on opening up 

the Offense, Mustangs need to 

open things up to do well there 

Defense is consistently solid. 
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Broadway Mini 

Storage 
 

Broadway Mini Storage provides Northwest Indiana household and com-

mercial storage space.   
 

Our facility has 24-hour access and private units. Locks are provided and 

there is no registration fee. 

 

 

Services for Our Storage Facility Include: 

 Monthly and Annual Contracts 

 Low Rates 

 Lock Available 

 Unit Sizes (5x10) (10x10) (10x15) (10x20) 
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 Much has been written about the 40th 

Anniversary of Title IX, the law that in 1972 

essentially opened hundreds of thousands of 

doors athletically for female student-athletes, 

and has eventually led to women’s profes-

sional leagues such as the WNBA as well. 

 Most people don’t know that North-

west Indiana was ahead of the game in girls 

high school sports with  records of interscho-

lastic competition between schools such as 

Hobart, Hammond, and Crown Point among 

others as early as 110 years ago or more. 

 This jump start may have helped to get 

the region off to a fast start when the IHSAA 

began to offer girls tournaments with a re-

gion team winning the second ever girls bas-

ketball title. Here, we take a look back at all 

of the Northwest Indiana teams who have 

won a state championship since Title IX’s 

inception. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basketball 
 Girls basketball has been strong in 

Northwest Indiana historically  with the re-

gion winning 5 state championships, all in a 

single class system. NWI has also had  8 

runner up appearances, most of those in the 

multi class system.  

 

1977 East Chicago Roosevelt Rough Rid-

ers (24-0) coached by Roberta De-

Kemper beat Mouth Vernon of Fortville 

66-35 

 

1979 East Chicago Roosevelt Rough riders 

(23-0) coached by Roberta DeKemper beat 

Madison Heights 48-23 

 

1984 Crown Point Bulldogs (26-0) coached 

by Tom May beat Warren Central 55-54 in 

OT 

 

1985 Crown Point Bulldogs (25-4) coached 

by Tom May beat Wawasee 48-31 

 

1994 Lake Central  Indians (25-1) coached 

by Tom Megyesi beat Kokomo 44-45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross Country 
 Cross Country, unfortunately, gets lost 

occasionally in the shuffle of fall sports, and 

it’s too bad, especially with as many team 

titles (7) as have come to the region in his-

tory. Of course those seven titles are coming 
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from two schools Michigan City Elston and 

Valpo. There have also been 10 state runner 

up finishes in girls cross country. 

 

1993-1994 Michigan City Elston coached 

by Cabot Holmes 

 

1994-1995 Michigan City Elston coached 

by Cabot Holmes 

 

1999-2000 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Karen DeVries   

 

2000-2001 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Karen DeVries   

 

2002-2003 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Karen DeVries   

 

2003-2004 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Karen DeVries  

 

2004-2005 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Karen DeVries   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golf 
 While there have been some out-

standing individual performances in girls 

golf, there have only been three team titles 

won, the last by Michigan City Rogers in 

1982. All of the titles have come from La-

Porte County with LaPorte and Michigan 

City Rogers being the only winners. LaPorte 

also had a runner up finish. 
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1978-1979 LaPorte Slicers coached by Mi-

chael Hoke 

 

1981-1982 Michigan City Rogers coached 

by George Hultgren 

 

1982-1983 Michigan City Rogers coached 

by George Hultgren 

 

Gymnastics 
 If someone was to ask 

which team sport has brought 

the most state championships 

home to the region what 

would you say? The first 

thing that would come to 

mind would probably not be 

gymnastics, but it is. North-

west Indiana has an impressive 16 team state 

championships in gymnastics with 9 of the 

16 won by Valpo, but also with Portage, 

Chesterton, Merrillville, & Hobart getting 

into the mix. One of the most impressive 

streaks was 1990– 1994 where Valpo won, 

followed by Merrillville, then Chesterton and 

then Valpo again and of course Valpos streak 

from 2007– 2001. 

 

1974-1975 Portage Indians coached by 

Beverly Reynolds 

 

1980-1981 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Lorie Walker 

 

1985-1986 Merrillville Pirates coached by 

Diane Roberts 

 

1990-1991 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Lorie Cook 

 

1991-1992 Merrillville Pirates coached by 

Diane Roberts 

 

1992-1993 Chesterton Trojans coached by 
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Maria Bachuchin 

 

1993-1994 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Lorie Cook 

 

1996-1997 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Lorie Cook 

 

1997-1998 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Lorie Cook 

 

1999-2000 Chesterton Trojans coached by 

Maria Bachuchin 

 

2001-20002 Chesterton Trojans coached 

by Maria Bachuchin 

 

2003-2004 Hobart Brickies coached by 

Christine Jetmund 

 

2007-2008 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Lorie Cook 

 

2008-2009 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Lorie Cook 

 

2009-2010 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Lorie Cook 

 

2010-2011 Valparaiso Vikings coached by 

Lorie Cook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soccer 
 Northwest Indiana teams have not won 

a girls soccer title….yet. Andrean was the 

runner up in 1999-2000 tough. 

 

Softball 
 As impressive s the 16 

gymnastics titles are, the 12 

softball titles that the region 

has garnered may be just as 

impressive, not by shear 

number, but because of the 

variety of teams that have 

won them. Andrean & Lake 

Central lead the way with 3, and Merrillville 

and Whiting each have 2, but Wheeler, 

Hanover, and Portage also have a title a 

piece. In addition, only one person has ever 

won a state championship as a player and a 

coach, and that person, Brooke Baker-

Runyon is from Northwest Indiana. She won 

as a player at Lake Central and coached An-

drean to a title just this season. 

 

 

1991-1992 Lake Central Indians  coached 

by Tom Linger (28-2) beat Center Grove 4

-2 

 

1992-1993 Merrillville Pirates (24-7)
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coached by Bob Bergeson  beat Western 5-

1 

 

1996-1997 Merrillville Pirates  (27-7) 

coached by Bob Bergeson beat  Carmel 1-

0 

 

1997-1998 Andrean 59ers (31-7) coached 

by Frank Podkul beat Greensburg 5-0 

 

1999-2000 Portage Indians (30-4) coached 

by Jeff Smith beat Decatur Central 2-0 

 

2001-2002 Lake Central Indians (28-1) 

coached by Keith Hauber beat Center 

Grove 8-1 

 

2003-2004 Lake Central Indians (29-3) 

coached by Keith Hauber beat Center 

Grove 4-1 (12 innings) 

 

2003-2004 Hanover Central Wildcats (25-

7)  coached by Larry McMillen beat 

Clarksville 1-0 

 

2005-2006 Whiting Oilers (33-0) coached 

by Paul Laub beat Lanesville 3-0 

 

2006-2007 Andrean 59ers (29-5) coached 

by Frank Podkul beat Boonville 2-0 

 

2007-2008 Whiting Oilers (34-0) coached 

by Paul Laub beat Tecumseh 3-0 

 

2009-2010 Wheeler Bearcats (31-2) 

coached by Marc Bruner beat Linton-

Stockton 8-7 

 

2011-2012 Andrean 59ers (28-4) coached 

by Brooke Baker-Runyon beat Edgewood 

9-2 
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1155 South Lake Park Ave, Hobart 

219-942-4995 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swimming 
 It’s hard to believe that anyone has 

won a swimming and diving title since Car-

mel seems to have the stranglehold on the 

sport, but Munster actually looked like they 

would be the dynasty after winning three ti-

tles in a row in the 70’s.  

 

1975-1976 Munster Seahorses coached by 

Betty Leibert 

 

1976-1977 Munster Seahorses coached by 

Betty Leibert 

 

1977-1978 Munster Seahorses coached by 

Betty Leibert 

 

Tennis 
 Despite some good show-

ings, and state titles  in singles 

and doubles, the region has yet 

to produce a team tennis state 

champion on the girls side. 

Munster has been the closest 

garnering runner up honors 5 times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Track 
 Track has a long and storied history in 

Northwest Indiana. The prowess in track has 

shown on both the boys and girls side.  All of 

the girls titles in the area have come from 

Gary schools. 

 

1981-1982 West Side Cougars  coached by 

Deborah Jackson 

 



1982-1983 Roosevelt Panthers coached by 

Rufus Smith 

 

1991-1992 Wallace Hornets coached by 

Rhonda Brady-Giles  

 

1992-1993 Wallace Hornets coached by 

Rhonda Brady-Giles  

 

1993-1994 Wallace Hornets coached by 

Rhonda Brady-Giles  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volleyball 
 The third most titles in one sport in 

Northwest Indiana were won in vol-

leyball. Like golf, all of the titles 

were won by LaPorte County teams, 

specifically in Michigan City.  Of 

course only one of those was won 

by Michigan City, while the other 

11 belong to Marquette. An interest-

ing fact about Marquette's titles is 

that the first run of championships 

were won in 1999, 2000, and 2001, 

but there were two coaches in that 

time frame. Marquette has had three 

separate coaches win state champi-

onships at the helm of the Blazers. 

 

1995-1996 Michigan City Wolves 

(40-1) coached by Bennie Ed-

wards beat Martinsville 
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1999-2000 Michigan City Marquette Blaz-

ers (40-0) coached by Curtis Johnson beat 

Cowan 

 

2000-2001 Michigan City Marquette Blaz-

ers (38-2) coached by Jim Dove beat 

Cowan 

 

2001-2002 Michigan City Marquette Blaz-

ers (38-2) coached by Jim Dove beat 

Cowan 

 

2004-2005 Michigan City Marquette Blaz-

ers (31-7) coached by Troy Campbell beat 

Morristown 

 

2005-2006 Michigan City Marquette Blaz-

ers (34-3) coached by Troy Campbell beat 

Loogootee 

 

2006-2007 Michigan City Marquette Blaz-

Join us each week 

for MAB Weekly 

 

Wednesdays from 

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  

 

 

MAB Weekly will bring you the best in 

high school, college and professional 

sports talk, guests and more! 

 

Tune in each week on 

www.midamericabroadcasting.com and 

www.sportsjuice.com 



Follow us on Twitter Follow us on Twitter Follow us on Twitter 
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SportsJuice.com is the SportsJuice.com is the SportsJuice.com is the    

Internet’s leading broadcaster Internet’s leading broadcaster Internet’s leading broadcaster 
of  Minor League, Collegiate of  Minor League, Collegiate of  Minor League, Collegiate 

and Amateur sports and Amateur sports and Amateur sports    
   

Listen to SportsJuice.com Listen to SportsJuice.com Listen to SportsJuice.com 
broadcasts online, on your broadcasts online, on your broadcasts online, on your 

iPhone or AndroidiPhone or AndroidiPhone or Android   

ers (29-9) coached by Troy Campbell beat 

Loogootee 

 

2007-2008 Michigan City Marquette Blaz-

ers (33-7) coached by Troy Campbell beat 

Loogootee 

 

2008-2009 Michigan City Marquette Blaz-

ers (36-4) coached by Troy Campbell beat 

Barr-Reeve 

 

2009-2010 Michigan City Marquette Blaz-

ers (34-6) coached by Troy Campbell beat 

Wes-Del 

 

2007-2008 Michigan City Marquette Blaz-

ers (33-7) coached by Troy Campbell beat 

Loogootee 

 

 Not only have these team state cham-

pions represented the region well, but North-

west Indiana athletes have won individuals 

titles in every sport that offers them. Region 

athletes have won 4 cross country titles,  1 in 

golf, an eye-popping 55 in gymnastics,  42 

individual or relay titles in swimming and 

diving,  1 singles and  3 doubles in tennis, 

and an amazing 82 individual and relay titles 

in track.  

 Not only have the state championships 

come for teams and individuals, but there 

have been several Mental Attitude Award 

winners and Miss Basketball & Miss Softball 

winners as well. Countless ladies who honed 

their skills in the area have gone on to col-

lege, from the NAIA to Division I level and 

some have even played their sport profes-

sionally.  

 Even if the accomplishments did not 

Region Sportsdesk 
 

Do you need a sports  

recruiting video?  

Then find Region Sports-

desk on Facebook and ask 

JT HOYO for more info. 

include a great individual award or a state 

championship, the athletes who have repre-

sented the region have made their families, 

schools and communities proud, and many 

have gone on to great careers outside of 

sports and are still making an impact.  

Thanks to Title IX, they had that opportunity. 

IX 
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(219) 916-1102 
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 With the 40th anni-

versary of Title IX, and our 

coverage this month (and 

honestly with a lot of cover-

age) it makes sense to also 

look at the media coverage 

of girls and women’s sports. 

Honestly, we probably 

haven’t come as far as we 

should. Girls and women's 

sports are still covered sec-

ond in a lot of cases to boys 

and men’s sports. Several 

media outlets choose to 

cover boys sectional finals 

rather than the girls state fi-

nal in basketball. Some say 

it is because boys sports are 

bigger money makers. They 

may be right, but it should-

n't matter.  

 Girls sports are some-

times played at a higher 

level than boys or at very 

worst the same level. Title 

IX does not guarantee equal 

coverage, or cover the me-

dia, it is just equal access to 

Mark Spitz, who won 7 

swimming gold medals 

in the 1972 Olympics, 

swam at Indiana. 

 

East Chicago’s Block 

Stadium was built in 

1941 with money pro-

vided by the founders of 

Inland Steel. The sta-

dium was a move to 

boost employee morale 

and hosted a semi-pro 

baseball team. 

 

Two NBA first round 

draft picks—Tyler Zeller 

(Cleveland) and Marquis 

Teague (Chicago) played 

high school basketball in 

Indiana as did 2nd 

Round Selection (Robbie 

Hummel (Minnesota) 

 

The first MLB All Star 

game was played at the 

original Comiskey Park 

in 1933. The Al beat the 

NL 4-2. Lefty Gomez got 

the win, and Lefty Grove 

got the save. 

Girls Sports Coverage 
MAB Monthly Staff Report Did you Know? 

opportunities. 

 Luckily some groups 

do cover girls sports on a 

regular basis. At MAB for 

example, we cover high 

school volleyball, girls bas-

ketball, and softball in the 

regular season. This is not to 

“toot our horn” or to take 

anything away from the 

other groups that cover girls 

sports as well, but the cov-

erage is not equal quite yet. 

It would be nice to see some 

more girls sports in the 

regular season, so that those 

ladies that are working so 

hard, have just as much of a 

chance to be covered. Hope-

fully, this will improve with 

the double round robin in 

the Duneland and the South 

County Tourney in the PCC 

going away. That may offer 

more opportunities by open-

ing up dates on the media’s 

schedule. 



Show Broadcast  

Locations: 

 

900 E. 109th Ave 

219-226-9999 

 

 

211 South East  

219-663-6551 

 

 

1492 North Main 

219-662-1369 

 

MAB Weekly Starts at 

5:30 p.m. each week! 
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5 Reasons to Advertise with MAB 

1. Support exposure for high school  athletes. 

2. Low advertising rates. 

3. Special packages available. 

4. Your ad will run live and on our archive. 

5. Option of game, web and online mag. 

 

 

Contact Rich Sapper at 219-973-7990  

or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com for more infor-

July Broadcast Schedule 

 

 

7-4 No Show, Happy Fourth of July! 

 

 

 

 

7-11 MAB Weekly at Carriage Court Pizza 

 

 

 

 

7-18 MAB Weekly at Beggars Pizza 

 

 

 

 

7-25 MAB Weekly at CP Ponderosa 

 

 

 

 

 

Want MAB to broadcast  

YOUR event this summer?  

 

Contact  

rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com 

for more information! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simply Better Storage 
 

1.877.SCALE.59 
scalecomputing.com 

Check out our Check out our Check out our    

region basketball region basketball region basketball    

history pages at history pages at history pages at    

midamericabroadcasting.commidamericabroadcasting.commidamericabroadcasting.com   
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PALMIIRA 
12111 W. 109th St. St. John 

219-365-4331 
 

DUCK CREEK 
636 N. 700 W. Portage Twp. 

219-759-5870 
 

PHEASANT VALLEY 
3838 W. 141st Ave. Crown Point 

219-663-5000 
 

TURKEY CREEK 
6400 Harrison St. Merrillville 

219-980-5170 
 

FOREST PARK 
Valparaiso 

219-531-7888 
 

RIVER POINTE 
6700 Country Club Rd. Hobart 

219-942-2747 
 

WHITE HAWK 
1001 White Hawk Dr. Crown Point 

219-661-2323 
 

ROBBINHURST 
Portage Twp. 
219-762-9711 

 
INDIAN RIDGE 

6363 Grand Blvd. Hobart 
219-942-6850 

ARERDEEN 
245 Tower Rd. Valpo 

219-462-5050 
 

INNSBROOK 
6701 Taft St. Merrillville 

219-980-9060 
 

WICKER PARK 
2000 Ridge Rd. Highland 

219-838-9809 
 

BRASSIE 
1110 Pearson Rd. Chesterton 

219-921-1192 
 

LOST MARSH 
901 129th St. Hammond 

219-932-GOLF 
 

SCHERWOOD 
600 E. Joliet St. Schererville 

219-865-2554 
 

SOUTH GLEASON PARK 
3400 Jefferson St. Gary 

219-980-1089 
 

SOUTH SHORE 
14400 Lake Shore Dr. Cedar Lake 

219-374-6070 
 

SUMMERTREE 
2323 E. 101st Ave. Crown Point 

219-663-0800 
 

OAK KNOLL 
11200 Whitcomb Crown Point 

219-663-3349 

MAB Golf Guide 

 

Law Office Of 

Paul Barenie 

(219) 864-0188 

27 W. Joliet Street 

Schererville, IN 

 

 
ROGER BROCK                  219-670-0011 
 

HAMMONDSPORTS.COM 
 

COVERING HAMMOND INDIANA SPORTS  
 

BROCKROGER@YAHOO.COM 





 

 

 

 

 


