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MAB ONLINE MAGAZINE 
 

 The last month of the year brings the 11th issue of MAB Monthly. 

This month’s magazine is another look at sports in the region. We got a 

little nostalgic as often happens during the holiday season and  took a 

look back at the origins of girls basketball and some of the region ath-

letes who have won the number 1 jersey as Indiana’s Mr. Basketball. Of 

course, we take a look outside of the region as we often do at some of 

the famous winners and non-winners of the Hoosier State’s most cov-

eted individual honor.  

 Of course, it is not all history. We also recap the Indiana Foot-

ball State Finals, take a swing at the parochial and private school de-

bate, look at high school nicknames throughout the state and more. One 

of the most exciting articles was written by the talented Brandon 

Vickery of Pow Wow Radio (and various other media outlets) as he looks 

at wrestling at Portage and around the region. It is always great to have 

Brandon contribute. 

 As always, we appreciate your for your continued support. 

Please enjoy this issue and continue to support our sponsors. While you 

are looking for those last minute gifts, why not ask one of of sponsors 

what they have to offer!  

 Also from our family at MAB to yours, 

we would like to wish you a safe and happy 

holiday season! 
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To order the 2011-2012  

 

Boys or Girls Magazine 

 

Visit Indiana Basketball Magazine  

 

online at 
 

www.indianabasketballmagazine.com 



 

 As long as I can re-

member, the No. 1 

Indiana All Star Jersey 

has been coveted by 

HS players, coaches, 

and fans alike. The 

IBCA is now taking 

over the Indiana – 

Kentucky All Star Se-

ries in hoping to bring 

back some of the lus-

ter and the glory of 

this event. With that it 

could bring back more 

meaning to wearing 

the jersey. 
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Indiana Mr. Basketball  

From The Calumet Region 

By Andy Wielgus, 

 MAB Monthly Staff Writer 

 



 The region has been 

lucky to have had several 

great players don this jersey. 

In 1955 Wilson Eison won 

Mr. Basketball. He was the 

first region player to get this 

award. His name goes down 

in Roosevelt Panther Basket-

ball history with Bo Mallard, 

Ron Heflin, Dick Barnett, 

and Glenn Robinson.  

 The region, although it 

had great teams and players, 

had to wait until 1981 until 

Dan Palombizio of the 

Michigan City Rogers Raid-

ers won the award. Dan went 

on to play at Purdue and then 

Ball State. Dan by the way 

was a recent guest on MAB 

Weekly at The Fieldhouse in 

Merrillville, with John 

Stroia. He has recently 

coached AAU Basketball. 

 His teammate that 

year Delray Brooks went on 

to share the award in 1984 

with Anderson’s Troy Lewis. 

Delray went on to play at 

Indiana and was part of the 

Bobby Knight Season on the 

Brink Book, before he trans-

ferred to Providence and 

made the Final Four under Rick 

Pitino.  

 In 1982 Roger Harden 

of Valpo won the award and he 

put on a fantastic show all sea-

son. Including a game against 

Portage in the Valpo Sectional 

where he scored over 47 pts in 

3 quarters, before the three 

point shot was in the rules. His 

brother Rob was also a super 

player and 

his late 

younger 

brother 

Rodney, 
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also started for Valpo after he 

graduated. Roger’s dad Al 

was a representative from 

Converse. He starred for the 

legendary Branch Mccraken 

at Indiana in the 1950’s. 

Roger went on to Kentucky 

where he was known as “Big 

Shot Roger” as he hit several 

buzzer beaters to win SEC 

1955  
Mr. Basketball, 

Roosevelt’s  
Wilson Eison 

 

Check out our Check out our Check out our    

region basketball region basketball region basketball    

history pages at history pages at history pages at 

www.midamericabroadcasting.comwww.midamericabroadcasting.comwww.midamericabroadcasting.com   

1982 
Mr. Basketball, 

Valpo’s  
Roger Harden at 

Kentucky 



games and he was drafted by 

the Lakers.   

 In 1991 Glenn “The 

Big Dog” Robinson won the 

award and a state champion-

ship over Alan Henderson and 

Brebeuf. Glenn went on to be 

the NBA No. 1 Overall draft 

pick for the Milwaukee Bucks. 

He was also a legendary star 
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and scorer at Purdue for 

Gene Keady, with NCAA 

success.  

 In 1992 Ohio State 

Bound Charles Macon be-

came the third Michigan City 

player to win the award for 

the Elston ”City” Red Dev-

ils.  

 Finally in 1994 

Bryce Drew became the 

second Viking to win the 

award and he went on to 

a State Runner up to the 

South Bend Clay Colonials 

along with his late teammate 

Tim Bishop. Along the jour-

ney, EC Central and Valpo 

played a legendary Overtime 

Game. Bryce then went on to 

the NBA. But he is best re-

membered for “The Shot” in 

the NCAA that became 

known as “Pacer”!   

 Now here we are in 

2011 and Michigan bound 

Glenn “Tre” Robinson III is 

in the running for Mr. Bas-

ketball for the Lake Central 

Indians. Will the region see 

it’s first Mr. Basketball since 

1994? 

To order the 2011-2012 Magazine 

 

Visit Indiana Basketball Magazine  

 

online at 

 

www.indianabasketballmagazine.com 

Join us each week 

for MAB Weekly 

 

Wednesdays from 

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  

 

 

MAB Weekly will bring you the best in 

high school, college and professional 

sports talk, guests and more! 

 

Tune in each week on 

www.midamericabroadcasting.com and 

www.sportsjuice.com 

1991 Mr. Basketball,  
Roosevelt’s Glenn Robinson 

at Purdue  

1991  
Mr. Basketball,  

Valpo’s  
Bryce Drew  
Coaching at 

VU 



1952 JOE SEXSON 

TECH 
BUTLER LEGEND. 

 

1953 HALLIE BRYANT  

CRISPUS ATTUCKS 

WENT ON TO HARLEM GLOBETROT-

TER FAME. 

 

1954 BOBBY PLUMP  

MILAN  

“MILAN MIRACLE”, “THE SHOT” AND 

BUTLER, “HOOSIERS” MOVIE. 

 

1956 OSCAR ROBERTSON  

CRISPUS ATTUCKS 

“BIG O”, HALL OF FAMER ONE OF 

THE BEST EVER -  AVERAGED A 

TRIPLE DOUBLE FOR A NBA SEA-

SON, CINCY ROYALS, CINCINNATI 

– NCAA TITLE, MILWAUKEE 

BUCKS WON A NBA TITLE WITH 

LEW ALCINDOR, LATER KNOWN 

AS KAREEM ABDUL JABBAR. 

 

1959 JIMMY RAYL 

KOKOMO 

ONE OF THE BEST SHOOTERS 

EVER. 

 

Check out Region Sports 

Desk’s Shows, Highlight  

Videos and  

Recruiting Videos on 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.youtube.com/user/

jtjrmoney8  
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Famous Mr. Basketball  

Winners/Non-Winners 
by Andy Wielgus MAB Monthly Staff Writer 

1961 DICK AND TOM 

VAN ARSDALE   

MANUAL 
TWINS, WENT ON TO 

THE NBA, STARRED FOR 

THE PHOENIX SUNS 

 

 

 

1965 BILLY KELLER 

INDY WASHINGTON 

INDIANA PACERS STAR GUARD IN THE 

ABA. 
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1977 RAY TOLBERT  

ANDERSON MADISON HEIGHTS. 

STARRED AT IU PLAYED IN THE NBA. 

 

1978 DAVID MAGLEY  

LASALLE 

PLAYED AT KANSAS STATE AND WITH 

THE CAVS IN THE NBA. 

 

1983 STEVE ALFORD 

NEW CASTLE 

NCAA CHAMPION AT IU, 

1984 OLYMPIC GOLD 

MEDAL, PLAYED IN NBA, 

MAVS, WARRIORS, DIV. 1 

COACH AT NEW MEXICO 

CURRENTLY. 

 

 

1987 LYNDON JONES AND  

JAY EDWARDS 

MARION 

BOTH PLAYED AT IU ALSO, EDWARDS 

PLAYED IN THE NBA WITH THE CLIP-

PERS. 

 

1990 DAMON BAILEY 

BEDFORD NORTH LAWRENCE 

RECRUITED BY BOBBY KNIGHT IN 8TH 

GRADE, PLAYED AT IU, HS ATTEN-

DANCE RECORD IN STATE FINALS. 

 

 

1966 RICK MOUNT 

LEBANON 

SI COVER IN HS,WENT TO 

PURDUE TO PUT UP BIG 

SCORING NUMBERS, ONE 

OF THE BEST PURE 

SHOOTERS EVER, PLAYED 

IN THE ABA. 

 

1969 GEORGE MCGINNIS 

INDY WASHINGTON 

STARRED AT IU. ABA, NBA WITH 

76’ERS, PACERS, AND NUGGETS. LOST 

TO PORTLAND AND BILL WALTON IN 

1977 NBA FINALS. 

 

1973 KENT BENSON  

NEW CASTLE  

NCAA UNDEFEATED IU 1976, NBA NO. 

1 OVERALL PICK PISTONS AND 

BUCKS. 

 

1975 KYLE MACY  

PERU 

STARRED AT KENTUCKY 

AND WITH PHOENIX AND 

CHICAGO IN THE NBA. 

 

 

1976 DAVE COLESCOTT  

MARION 

STARRED AT NORTH CAROLINA IN 

COLLEGE.  

Rich Construction  

Company, Inc. 

 

1-800-249-0557 

219-322-9200 



Interact with us on  
Facebook at  
Mid America  

Broadcasting LLC  
and on  

Twitter @mabsports  
for scores, updates, and sports news! 
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SOME EXAMPLES OF NBA/ABA 

PLAYERS NOT TO WIN  

MR. BASKETBALL INCLUDE 
 

LARRY BIRD 

SHAWN KEMP 

JUNIOR BRIDGEMAN 

E’TWAUN MOORE 

JOHN MENGELT 

ROBERT VADEN 

GEORGE HILL 

COURTNEY LEE 

DICK BARNETT 

ZACH RANDOLPH 

JOSH MCROBERTS 

JAJUAN JOHNSON 

BOBBY WILKERSON 

JOHN LASKOWSKI 

CALBERT CHEANEY 

JIM BRADLEY 

TELLIS FRANK 

LARRY DEMIC 

TONY HARRIS 

BONZI WELLS 

SCOTT SKILES 

2000 JARED JEFFRIES 

BLOOMINGTON NORTH 

IU AND NBA PLAYER 

 

2002 SEAN MAY  

BLOOMINGTON NORTH  

NORTH CAROLINA, NBA PLAYER 

 CURRENT.  

 

2006 GREG ODEN 

LAWRENCE NORTH  

FIRST OVERALL PICK IN 

NBA DRAFT! OHIO STATE, 

NCAA FINAL. 

 

2007 ERIC GORDON 

NORTH CENTRAL 

NBA PLAYER WITH THE CLIPPERS 

AND HE PLAYED AT IU. 

 

2009 JORDAN HULLS  

BLOOMINGTON SOUTH 

GUARD AT IU. 

 

2010 DESHAUN THOMAS 

LUERS 

PLAYS AT OHIO STATE. 

 

2005, 2008, 2011  

LUKE, TYLER, AND CODY ZELLER -   

WASHINGTON  

THREE BROTHERS WHO ALL WON MR. 

BASKETBALL! PLAYED AT NOTRE 

DAME, NORTH CAROLINA, AND INDI-

ANA. 

 

 

 

www.gocohome.com 



 Raveen Murray 
Merrillville 

 
 

Merrillville's Raveen Murray 

scored 25 points in a 65-27 victory 

over Andrean in the second game 

of the season. The win propelled 

the Lady Pirates to a 2-0 start.  

VISION POINTVISION POINTVISION POINT   
AAATHLETESTHLETESTHLETES   OFOFOF   THETHETHE   MMMONTHONTHONTH   

Written and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff Writer   
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CLEARLY DIFFERENT CLEARLY DIFFERENT   

Kyle Ayersman 
Lake Central 

 

 
The senior 126 pounder won his 
fourth consecutive Robert Emerick 
Harvest Classic, becoming only the 
eight wrestler in the tournaments 31 
year history to do so. He also led 
Lake Central to it’s first team title 
since 2001. 

Danny Anthrop 
Lafayette CC 

 
 

Purdue Bound Senior RB Danny An-
throp ran for 250 yards for Lafayette 
Central Catholic as he led the Knights 
to the 1A IHSAA Football State Title 
38-7 over Indianapolis Scecina. LCC 
is the first team in IHSAA tournament 
history since 1973 to have three 
straight undefeated State Champion-
ship seasons!  

Tyler Wideman 
Lake Central 

 

 
The sophomore scored a career 
high 25 points on 10-13 shooting to 
defeat Valparaiso. The Indians went 
on to defeat the Vikings 62-39. The 
win was Lake Central’s first road 
victory at Valpo since 2003. 
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2011 IHSAA Football 2011 IHSAA Football 2011 IHSAA Football    

State Finals RecapsState Finals RecapsState Finals Recaps   
MAB Monthly Staff Report, Photos by JT HoyoMAB Monthly Staff Report, Photos by JT HoyoMAB Monthly Staff Report, Photos by JT Hoyo 

AAAAAAAAAA  
Carmel 54Carmel 54  

Penn 0Penn 0  

    The Carmel Greyhounds were able to 

bring home their 104th team state champion-

ship, with the most lopsided victory in state 

finals history against the Penn Kingsmen. The 

Greyhounds won their 7th football champion-

ship as the previously undefeated Kingsmen 

struggled offensively.   

 The Greyhounds offense gained 438 

yards including 269 on the ground, while 

Penn was held to 186 yards of total offense. 

A bright spot for Penn was the ability to limit 

the Carmel offense in red zone opportunities 

in the first half forcing Billy Stumbo to kick 

field goals of 37, 24, 30, and 32 yard. 

Damian Pennington the first of two touch-

downs early in the second quarter and Jack 

Thompson also scored on a 4 yard plunge 

with 13 seconds left in the half to give Car-

Presented by:                       scalecomputing.com 



A major home improvement project can enhance your quality of life; 

give your family years of enjoyment; reduce your energy costs; and add 

significant value to your home. 
 

The success of your project depends on a detailed plan,  

good communication, expert craftsmen, and a  

dedicated team that will exceed your expectations. 
 

GoCo delivers all that and more. 
 

Call us today at 219-926-2488 to schedule your Initial Consultation. 
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mel a 26-0 lead going into the locker room.  

 The second half was more of the same, 

although the scoring came by means other 

than the field goal. QB Brandon Denning con-

nected with Adam Kehoe for a 16 yard touch-

down strike in the 3rd and scored on a QB 

keeper in the 3rd as well. In the fourth quar-

ter, Pennington scored his second rushing 

touchdown on a ten yard run and Cardell 

Hobbs came to the party with 3:52 left in the 

game on a 22 yard run.  

 In Post-game interviews, Penn Coach 

Corey Yeoman reflected on the season. “This 

team did great things this year. We won 14 

straight games and made a great run. We just 

fell off tonight. Nobody gave these guys a 

shot to win the conference this year let alone 

to get down here” said Yeoman.  

  

AAAAAAAA  
Cathedral 42Cathedral 42  

  South Bend Washington 7South Bend Washington 7  

    Mid-season and tournament reports 

from MAB correspondents in Indianapolis 

were that Cathedral would need to play better 

than they had been to win a state champion-

ship. Obviously, the coaches saw that too and 

led the Irish to their ninth overall and second 

straight football state championship. 

 Things did not start out so well for Ca-

thedral who turned the ball over on it’s first 

drive on a fumble, but strong play from the 

Irish defense would prove to be the story of 

the game. The Irish defense would make na-

tional record Setting WR Gehrig Dieter and 

the rest of the Panther offense a non factor in 

the first quarter. Likewise the Panther de-

fense help strong in the first quarter leaving 

the score 0-0 at the end of 1. 

 That would not last though as Corey 

Babb rushed for a 2 yard touchdown run 7 

seconds into the second quarter on a drive 

that started with 2:55 left in the 1st. After 

Babb was able to break through for the first 

of score of the ball game, it became the Gino 

Gillum show offensively as he scored on a 

10 yard run in the 2nd, a 1 yard run in the 

3rd and runs of 6 and 7 yards in the 4th.  

Scoreboard at Lucas Oil Stadium 



 Again despite the strong performance 

of the Cathedral Offense, the defense was the 

real story holding Washington to only a sin-

gle touchdown pass from Daigien Morgan to 

Dieter early in the 4th quarter. The Irish D 

also got into the scoring as Drake Myers 

scored on an interception return. The defense 

also held the Panthers to –51 yards rushing to 

seal the victory. 

 Irish Coach Rick Streiff commented 

on his team’s performance “This is a great 

group of kids. We’ve had a long, tough year. 

We’ve traveled all over the Midwest on 

buses and to finish up like this is just awe-

some. The last three weeks, the kids have 

done everything we’ve asked and that’s why 

you’re seeing them where they are right 

now.”  

 Antwon Jones reflected on the game, 

and the great season for the Panthers, “This 

game means a lot for our community. Even 

though it didn’t come out the way we wanted 

it to, our kids played hard and we just didn’t 

execute. The referee after the game said that 

the score didn’t show what kind of game this 

was.”   
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59 Indiana Avenue, Valparaiso 
Just off the Courthouse Square 

 

Phone 219-464-7102 or 219-462-0404 

 

AAAAAA  
Bishop Chatard 21Bishop Chatard 21  

  South Bend St. Joe 7South Bend St. Joe 7  

    For the seconds straight year Chatard 

met St. Joe in the state finals. For the second 

straight year, they met the challenge and won 

the 3A title. Winning the 3A title and the 11th 

football championship for Chatard would not 

come easily though as the Indians out up a 

valiant fight, but in the end, still fell to their 

nemesis. 

  Chatard was paced by running back 

Ryan Kleinschmidt who ran for 136 of the 

Trojans 196 yards on the ground. He also 

Chatard 

and St. Joe 

warm up 
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Holiday Shopping  

Made Easy 

 

Order gifts online  

for women, men and 

children at  

 

youravon.com/hsapper 

rushed for a 45 yard touchdown in the 1st 

quarter and picked up his second score with 

an 8 yard run in the second. Also in the sec-

ond quarter, Henry Hill caught a Max 

VanVliet pass for a 15 yard touchdown. The 

Trojans would lead the Indians 21-0 at the 

half and would not score again. It turns out, 

the first half was all that they needed. 

 The second half was a defensive battle 

that saw the Indians defense hold the Chatard 

offense scoreless. Chatard’s defense though 

was almost as strong giving up only a 1 yard 

touchdown run from Nick Carmola late in 

the 3rd quarter. Despite the differing result in 

the second half, Kevin Downey, the Indians 

head coach said “We talked about keeping 

our composure and representing St. Joe. 

There were no adjustments at halftime. It 

simply came down to not letting the atmos-

phere get the best of us and carrying out our 

assignments like we were doing all year.”  

 The final result, however was the same 

as in last year’s contest, ending with a 

Chatard victory.  The Trojans would finish 

the season at 13-2, while the Indians would 

fall to 12-3. 

 “We gritted it out a little bit in the sec-

ond half. We knew (St. Joseph’s) were going 

to be a physical team. They have beaten a lot 

of good teams, and it was a physical, physi-

cal game. In the second half, we just wanted 

to control the line of scrimmage and kill 

some clock and maybe we got a little bit con-

servative. You have to give it to (St. Jo-

seph’s), they play hard. This was two tough 

teams,” said Chatard Head Coach Vince Lo-

ranzono. 

 Downey also commented on the game, 

“When you play a team like Chatard and if 

you get off to a slow start, it’s darn near im-

possible to come back. I’m incredibly proud 

of my guys’ effort and their heart and the 

way they stuck together. But the end-result is 

disappointing. I feel bad for our kids.”   

Region Sportsdesk 
 

Do you need a sports  

recruiting video?  

Then find Region Sports-

desk on Facebook and ask 

JT HOYO for more info. 



would tie it up in the second as Dane Maurer 

ran one in from 27 yards out. That would be 

the last time, however, that the game would 

be tied, as Mike Rogers caught a touchdown 

pass from James Knapke and Tyvel Jemison 

ran for another in the second to make the 

score 21-7 Luers going into the locker room. 

 In the 3rd quarter, the Knights got 

back on the board at the 10:34 mark as Nick 

Morken scored on a run. Jaylon Smith would 

get his second touchdown of the day on a 36 

yard run in the third as well. Travis Wanne-

muehler would kick a 34 yard field goal for 

Mater Dei late in the 3rd.  

AAAA  
Fort Wayne Bishop Luers 41Fort Wayne Bishop Luers 41  

  Evansville Mater Dei 17Evansville Mater Dei 17  

    Since moving down to class 2A a cou-

ple of years ago, the Luers Knights have 

owned the 2A tournament, despite the best 

wishes of Northwest Indiana residents that 

Andrean or Wheeler may be able to break 

through. This year was no exception, how-

ever, as Luers won it’s third consecutive 2A 

title over Evansville Mater Dei. The win was 

also the 10th for the school, tying the record 

with Chatard, until they won a day later and 

head coach Matt Lindsay's ninth tying him 

with Sheridan head coach Bud Wright. 

 The game was all about the knights 

offense. Luers amassed 463 total yards in-

cluding 273 on the ground and 190 through 

the air. It was this relatively balanced attack 

that led the Knights to the title. 

 In the first quarter, Jaylon Smith put 

the Knights on the board with a 2 yard run 

with 3:06 left in the quarter. The Wildcats 
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To Advertise  

on our broadcasts or  

in MAB Monthly 
 

Contact Rich Sapper  

219-973-7990  or  

rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com 

 

Bob Potosky 
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JT Hoyo 
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Simply Better Storage 
 

1.877.SCALE.59 
scalecomputing.com 

MAB Broadcaster 

Bob Potosky, prior to 

calling game action 



touchdowns. Anthrop didn't do it alone, how-

ever, with  WR Timmy Mills connecting with 

QB Austin Munn for a touchdown reception. 

Brad Schrader also rushed for a touchdown 

Matt Bougy connected on a 41 yard field 

goal for the Knights/ 

 Scecina was able to finally dent the 

scoreboard with 20 seconds left in the game 

as Matt Deering caught at 33 yard TD pass 

from Robert Rennick.  

 “The ability for us to run the football 

was the difference. Danny (Anthrop) got off 

to a great start. Obviously he’s a great foot-

ball player but the rest of our players up front 

did an outstanding job. Big plays and defense 

were the key.”  said Knight’s Head Coach 

Kevin O’Shea 

 Early in the 4th quarter, Knapke tossed 

his second touchdown strike to Mike Rogers 

for the Knights final score. The Wildcats 

were not done yet, as Maurer passed to Isaac 

Tekoppel late in the game. The effort would 

not be enough as Luers beat Mater Dei 41-

17. 

 Lindsay reflected on the championship 

by saying “This was a pretty dominant per-

formance by our kids against a very good 

football team. We came down here and 

played the best we could play. It makes you 

feel good as a coach. I couldn’t be any hap-

pier.”  

  Mater Dei Head Coach Mike Goebel 

said of his opponent and team, “Outstanding 

team; well-coached. They made big play af-

ter big play.  We simply weren’t up to the 

task. I think our kids tried. I’m sorry that we 

didn’t play better tonight but I think Luers 

had a lot to do with that. All in all still a great 

year and happy for our players to get here 

but certainly not happy with the 

outcome.”   

AA  
Lafayette Central Lafayette Central 

Catholic 38Catholic 38  

  Indianapolis Indianapolis   

Scecina 7Scecina 7  

    The Knights of Lafayette 

Central Catholic would win 

their third consecutive 1A state 

championship and their 45th 

game in a row as they defeated 

Indianapolis Scecina  38-7, The 

Knights were led by Purdue-

Bound Danny Anthrop who led 

the team with 255 yards on 23 

carries  to go along with three 
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Follow us on Twitter @mabsportsFollow us on Twitter @mabsportsFollow us on Twitter @mabsports…               

Broadway Mini 

Storage 
 

Broadway Mini Storage provides Northwest Indiana household and com-

mercial storage space.   
 

Our facility has 24-hour access and private units. Locks are provided and 

there is no registration fee. 

 

 

Services for Our Storage Facility Include: 

 Monthly and Annual Contracts 

 Low Rates 

 Lock Available 

 Unit Sizes (5x10) (10x10) (10x15) (10x20) 

  



The Indians won their sectional last 

season but were disappointed with their first 

round regional exit at the hands of Munster 

on Portage’s home mat.  Vega is replacing 

Pat Wilkins, who stepped down in order to 

spend more time with his family.  Wilkins 

has remained on the staff as an assistant 

coach. 

Vega wrestled in college at Minnesota, 

where he was a three time all-American.  He 

also spent some time coaching at Calumet 

College before returning to PHS.  Portage is 

a school known for its strong wrestling pro-

gram, so it has hopes that the team will flour-

ish under a man with knowledge of the pro-

gram. 

The Indians are now two years re-

The high school wrestling 

season is underway throughout 

Northwest Indiana, where 

many coaches are expecting 

big things from their team’s 

this season.  One of those 

coaches is Leroy Vega, who is 

in his first year in charge of the 

Portage program.  Vega is 

thrilled to return to his alma 

mater, where he won two state 

titles as a wrestler. 
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Vega Returns 
to Lead  
Portage  

Wrestling  
By Brandon Vickery 

Pow Wow Radio 
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moved from the graduation of three time 

state champion Sean McMurray, who is now 

at Michigan State, but they lost another key 

athlete last year in Luis Acuna, who finished 

seventh at state during his senior season.  

However, Portage has a deep pool of talent to 

draw from to fill the voids left by graduates.  

Junior Julian Torres (126 weight class) is 

among the most talked about wrestlers.  Dy-

lan Logsdon, Danny Roach, Roberto 

Espinosa and Logan Fischer are also ex-

pected to have big seasons.  Fischer is the 

lone senior in that group, so he will be relied 

upon as a veteran presence.   

Portage started the season by going 4-

1 in the Chesterton Super Duals on Nov. 19, 

finishing in a tie for second.  The Indians 

only loss of the day came at the hands of 

Elkhart Memorial.   

The hiring of Vega has led to the re-

turn of a buzz surrounding the Portage wres-

tling program.  Many members of the Region 

have their eyes on the Indians as a team that 

could surprise some people under their new 

head coach.  However, they will have to bat-

tle their way through a difficult Duneland 

Athletic Conference.  The Merrillville Pirates 

and Valparaiso Vikings have the bulk of their 

teams back from last season, while the 

Crown Point Bulldogs have reached the team 

state meet three consecutive years.  The Bull-

dogs are the favorite in the DAC once again, 

but the Indians are expected to be in the race 

as well. 

The Super Duals in Crown Point on 

Jan. 7 and the DAC Meet in Valparaiso on 

Jan. 14 will provide mid-season tests for the 

Indians.  Portage has a home showdown with 

Merrillville on Dec. 7.  Invitationals that the 

Tribe will compete in include Calumet, 

North Montgomery and Hobart.  Postseason 

play begins with the LaPorte Sectional on 

Jan. 28, while the Indians once again host the 

team regional, which will be on Feb. 1. 

A few major changes have been made 

to high school wrestling in the state of Indi-

ana, one going into affect this year and an-

other set to start next year.  The weight 

classes have been altered for this season.  

The lowest weight has been bumped up from 

103 pounds to 106, resulting in a new figure 

for 10 of the 14 weight classes.  The weight 

Follow Portage Follow Portage Follow Portage 

SportsSportsSports   

all year longall year longall year long   

Robert Blackwell 

gains advantage 

over a teammate 

in practice 



Marciano), Andrean (Mike Bauswell) and 

River Forest (Brian Wesley) are all among 

the schools under the direction of new head 

coaches. 

It will be a fun year to watch wrestling 

in Portage as Vega and the Indians attempt to 

bring the team back to the forefront of wres-

tling in the area.  The Indians have hopes of 

reclaiming the title of best team in the Re-

gion, which has been held by Crown Point 

for several years.  The Indians will also have 

to fend off Merrillville, a pesky Valpo team 

and a Lake Central squad that includes 

sophomore Gelen Robinson, the brother of 

basketball star Glenn Robinson III.   

  

 

 Catch Brandon Vickrey during the school year 

on Pow Wow Radio, where he serves as the lead host of 

Portage Indians Sports Corner and as a play-by-play 

broadcaster for select sporting 

events.  Pow Wow Radio airs on 

PHSNewsOnline.com or blog-

talkradio.com/powwwowradio. 

Also, make sure to listen as 

Brandon calls games this basket-

ball season for MAB! 

classes featured this year are 106, 113, 120, 

126, 132, 138, 145, 152, 160, 170, 182, 195, 

220 and 285. The three middle weight 

classes (145, 152 and 160) were the only 

ones besides heavyweight brought back. 

The 2011-2012 season will be the final 

one for the team state meet.  The IHSAA Ex-

ecutive Committee voted unanimously to 

discontinue the team state tournament.  Start-

ing next year, the regional, semi state and 

state team champions will be determined 

based on the points earned by the individuals 

that are competing in those meets.  Team sec-

tional champions have always been decided 

through this individualized points system. 

Vega is not the only first year coach in 

Northwest Indiana.  Changes were plentiful 

this offseason as many coaches moved on 

while others came in and took over head 

coaching jobs.  Boone Grove (Bill Burford), 

Lowell (Bobby Howard), Highland (Frank 
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 Since Senda Berensen, a physical edu-

cation teacher at Smith College adapted Dr. 

Naismith’s rules for the women that she 

worked with, the game spread nearly as 

quickly for girls as it did for boys. The earli-

est games were general inter-mural in col-

leges, or at local YMCA or YWCA branches, 

but it did not take long for the game to enter 

the high school ranks. 

 Of course, it did not take 

long for Indiana to get in the mix. 

The first recorded game in Indiana 

high school history  was played on 

December 12, 1900 between teams 

organized at the now defunct Elgin 

High School.  It was not long be-

fore other schools followed suit and 

began their own inter-mural teams, 

and of course, inter-scholastic com-

petition followed closely behind. 

The Calumet region was a leader in 
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girls basketball, and sources say that girls 

teams at schools in cities such as Hobart, 

Crown Point and Gary held the girls team in 

high regard for many years and many, in fact, 

were considered equal to the boys teams long 

before the girls game was recognized by the 

IHSAA or in other parts of the state. 

Girls Basketball— 

    An Indiana Tradition 
     By Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer 

1914 Hobart girls 

basketball team 

 The annuals of Hoosier hoops history is full of stories of the 

great stories of the historic boys teams throughout the state.  Just 

about anyone recalls stories of the exploits of teams that played 

long before they were born. Certainly, some great players, teams 

and moments have come from the boys side on the hardwood, but 

it should be no surprise that there is a rich history of girls basket-

ball as well. 

Continued on page 26 
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 The first recorded championship in 

girls basketball actually came in Lake 

County as Hobart went 6-0 on the 1909 sea-

son, winning the county championship. The 

wins came against teams from throughout 

Lake County ranging from East Chicago to 

Crown Point.  

 While many schools offered competi-

tion between schools, many others kept girls 

sports, including basketball, restricted to 

field day types of events where various 

schools may meet and play. Typically in this 

set up, teams were formed by grade level and 

those teams would compete against one an-

other. 

 Despite some of these restrictions, 

there was still some competitive basketball 

both at the high school and AAU levels. For 

example, the all time leading single game 

scorer in Indiana history is Griffith’s own 

Ruth Hutchins. During the 1928-1929 season 

Hutchins scored 120 points in a game on 60 

field goals.  The record is not officially rec-

ognized, however, since the IHSAA did not 

recognized girls basketball until the 70’s with 

the advent of Title IX. 

 It was during the 1975-1976 season 

that the IHSAA finally began the girls bas-
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ketball tournament, a full 64 years after the 

first boys tournament.. In that season Warsaw 

took the first title under head coach Janice 

Soyez with a 57-52 victory over Bloomfield. 

The star of the team, Judi Warren was also 

named Indiana’s first Miss Basketball. Ear-

lier that same, Cindy Stapleton of Edinburgh 

became the first player in Indiana girls bas-

ketball to officially score 50 points in a game 

as she scored 51 in a game against Hauser. 

 East Chicago Roosevelt, who Warsaw 

had defeated in the morning of the first state 

championship, would come back to win in 

1976-77 to give the region it’s first state 

championship, and the team repeated the feat 

two years later. Northwest Indiana would see 

two other schools win three more titles in the 

single class era with Tom May's Crown Point 

Lady Bulldogs winning back-to-back titles in 

1984-1985 and Lake Central in 1994 led by 

head coach Tom Megyesi. Unfortunately for 

fans of region basketball, that would be the 

most recent title for an girls basketball team 

in the Region despite appearances by Valpo 

Trinity Lutheran School is state approved to accept vouchers! 

900 Luther Dr. 

Hobart, IN 

219-942-2589 

891 Linda St. 
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219-942-3147 
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Saturday 6:00 pm 
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Sports, Music, Clubs, ActivitiesSports, Music, Clubs, ActivitiesSports, Music, Clubs, Activities   

First State Champions, 1975-76 Warsaw Tigers Warsaw’s Judi Warren,  

Indiana’s First Miss Basketball 

drives against fellow  

Hall-of-Famer Carmella Martin  

of East Chicago Roosevelt 



 

Holiday  

Shopping  

Made Easy 

 

Order gifts  

online at  
 

youravon.com/hsapper 

the Region at such an early time and in an era 

where activities that girls participated in were 

downgraded in many parts of the country and 

the state is a point of pride for the area. That 

tradition continues today with strong teams 

and players throughout the area. Hopefully, 

soon, that tradition can translate into champi-

onships this season and beyond. 

 
Pictures in this article are from various archive sources. 

and another by Crown Point as single class 

basketball came to an end. 

 The 1997-1998 season marked the first 

multi class tournament for girls basketball. 

Lake Central, Valpo, Hebron, West Side, and 

Merrillville have all represented the region in 

the multi-class era, but all of them have run 

into stiff competition from the south and had 

to settle for runner-up honors.  

 Northwest Indiana also has a great 

track record of turning out out-

standing talent, and can boast two 

Indiana Miss Basketball winners; 

LaTaunya Pollard of EC Roose-

velt in 1979 and Kelly Komara of 

Lake Central in 1998. There have 

been several other players, of course, that 

have made an impact, but there are too many 

to name. 

 The tradition of girls basketball has 

lasted over 100 years in Northwest Indiana. 

The idea of the girls game drawing interest in  
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 It seems that long past graduation, people tend 

to identify with the their high school’s mascot. You 

may hear “I’m an Indian” or  “I am a Panther.” 

Very rarely is the comment ever in the past tense. 

People use the label to identify themselves and 

where they spent four short, yet significant years 

of their lives. 

 Businesses often use the school mascot as part 

of their name using the school mascot’s name and 

adding “Pizza”,  “Towing” or “Landscaping” after 

to show a connection to the community, pride in 

the local high school and as a clever marketing 

ploy. But what is in a name?  
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What’s in a  

(nick)name? 
 by Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer 



 High school nicknames have been 

around since the beginning of interscholastic 

competition. These names have come for a 

variety of sources with many different 

groups of individuals coining the names.  

 In some cases, the nicknames are sim-

ply an animal; Panther, Lion, Tiger, etc that 

seems to fit the attitude and ferocity that the 

athletics squads have. In others, such as Ea-

gles, there may be a deeper meaning as well, 

with the imagery of a soaring bird of prey 

that rises above all obstacles. Still other 

names are chosen for a specific connection to 

the community and the people in it. 

 Fort Wayne Wayne is nicknamed the 

Generals after Gen. Anthony Wayne for 

whom the city and school are named.. 

Hobart’s Brickies are named because of the 

brickyards that helped to 

build the town, while River 

Forest is named the Ingots 

after the materials used in 

the local steel mills, but 

may also refer to how stu-

dents are shaped in an aca-

demic setting. Likewise, 

Whiting High School is known as the Oilers 

because of the prominence of the oil refinery 

in the community.  
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 Delphi High School is an example of a 

school played upon the name of the city, 

named after Delphi in Greece 

and  are nicknamed the Ora-

cles after the Oracles of Greek 

mythology.  Perry Central is 

the Commodores after Com-

modore Matthew Perry who 

essentially opened Japan to 

the western world. Andrean High School is 

named the 59ers because of the year, 1959, 

that the school was founded. While Morton, 

much like Wayne and Perry Central, gets it’s 

Governors moniker from it’s namesake, for-

mer Indiana Governor Oliver P. Morton.  

 Other nicknames 

throughout the state such 

as the Vincennes Lincoln 

Alices have conflicting 

stories as to the nick-

names origin. It is com-

monly attributed to a lo-

cal sportswriter, as many nicknames are, fol-

lowing the basketball team winning a state 

championship, but some say that the Alices 



refer to Alice in Wonderland while others at-

tribute it to a story of a woman named Alice 

from Vincennes who made a flag for George 

Rogers Clark when he captured the city from 

the British. 

 Some other names, initially meant to 

honor particular groups have become contro-

versial. Team names such as the 

Indians, Apaches, Cherokees and 

the like have their share of detrac-

tors who feel like names meant to 

honor, actually disparage Native 

Americans and have fought to change the 

names. Of course, on the opposite side of 

things, there are people in the community, 

students and alumni who fight just as hard to 

keep the names, showing the deep connec-

tion that people have with their school’s 

identity. Another name that has been contro-

versial in some areas has been the Devils al-

though not to the level that other names have 

been. 

 Whether the name is common, or if 

your high school was the only one in the 

world with your nickname, it is likely that 

you still identify strongly with that nick-

name, and it illicits feelings of pride, and 

perhaps nostalgia.  No matter what feelings 

and memories they bring back, it remains an 

important part of our individual and collec-

tive history. 
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Top 10 High School Nicknames In Indiana 

#1 Panthers (19 schools) 

#3T Eagles (17 schools) 

#10T Patriots (9) schools) 

#10T Braves (9 Schools) 

#4 Bulldogs (14 schools) 

#2 Warriors (18 Schools) 

#3T Tigers (17 schools) 

#6T Cougars (12 schools) 

#6T Trojans (12 schools) 

#8 Knights  (11 Schools) 
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I get tired of it too, but to say 

that there should be a major 

change to how private and pa-

rochial schools, and of course 

now charter schools, compete 

in state tournaments is going a 

bit far.  

 Consider this. If we 

look at all of the non-public 

schools  in the state we can 

find pretty easily that 53% of 

schools that fall in that cate-

gory have never won a team 

state championship. In any 

sport. Ever. And fewer still 

have won a championship in 

one of the “big sports” football 

or basketball. What of those 

schools that have not been 

dominate in the post season 

and who may not have ever 

even won a sectional? Is it fair 

to them that they should com-

pete up a class or in a separate 

tournament simply because 

they are not a traditional public 

school? I think not.  

 In addition, being a pri-

vate or parochial school does 

not guarantee success even in 

the regular season. We can 

look no further than the region 

to find evidence of that. Michi-

gan City Marquette had been 

dominant in volleyball for sev-

eral years, but  since 1993 has 

 I am going to go ahead 

and put the disclaimer in the 

first paragraph. This is my 

opinion, not necessarily that of 

MAB blah, blah, blah. I did 

that because, well, what I am 

going to write about is pretty 

controversial and I have been 

pretty outspoken on the topic. 

Of course, I am pretty outspo-

ken about many topics when it 

comes to sports , politics and 

society as a whole, but since 

this is a sports magazine I will 

stick to, well, sports. But I di-

gress. 

 The subject of private 

an parochial schools and the 

supposed advantage that they 

have over public schools al-

ways seems to come around 

again this time of year when 

Chatard, Lafayette Central 

Catholic and friends make 

their march to Lucas Oil Sta-

dium for another potential state 

championship. Unfair! They 

can recruit! They should have 

their own tournament! The 

cries are deafening. To a point 

I understand. I hate to see the 

same teams over, and over, 

and over again competing, es-

pecially in football. How may 

more titles do Cathedral and 

Chatard need after all? Again, 

had only 7 winning seasons 

(11 with a .500 or lower re-

cord) in boys basketball, and 

the girls have been below .500 

since at least 2001. That is not 

to disparage the kids, the 

coaches or the program. It just 

serves to illustrate the point 

that simply not being a public 

school does not automatically 

give the school an advantage. 

 Now for a pop quiz. In 

the ranking of team state 

championships won by a 

school, how many private and 

parochial schools are in the top 

5 in terms of all time wins? All 

five? Three? One? The answer 

(drum roll please) is zero. Yes, 

not one., The top five through 

the end of last school year are 

Carmel (101), Indianapolis 

North Central (57), Columbus 

North (32), Ben Davis (28), 

and Bloomington South (28). 

You have to get to the eighth 

spot on the list before you get 

to Cathedral. In fact, only 11 

private/parochial schools even 

have a double digit total when 

it comes to team state champi-

onships. 

 Consider this as well. 

Looking to the region, An-

drean and Bishop Noll have 

each won a single state cham-

The Great Debate: 
 Should Private/Parochial Schools have the same 

standing as public schools in sports? 
An Editorial by Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer 
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classification was that enroll-

ment was down since parents 

could not afford the tuition. In 

addition many of these schools 

have admission requirements 

and codes of conduct beyond 

what a public school has. 

When you get a chance, check 

out what is expected of stu-

dents who attend Heritage 

Christian.  

 One final question. If 

teams were to play up a class 

or in their own tournament, 

what then would be done for 

the public schools in commu-

nities with open enrollment? 

For the uninformed there are 

several communities across the 

state such as Hammond, Gary 

and Fort Wayne allow parents 

to choose any school they 

would like for their children to 

attend. Wouldn’t those schools 

have the same potential 

“advantage” the non-publics 

have? Beyond that several 

public schools, such as Warren 

Central, allow students from 

outside of the district to apply 

for non-resident admission. 

 At any rate, the prob-

pionship. That is the same 

number as public schools Port-

age, Valpo, Merrillville, 

Lowell, and Griffith and three 

fewer than Hobart. In fact, 

looking at the history of the 

football tournament starting in 

1985-86 when the IHSAA 

tournament went to five 

classes, it seems that the least 

competitive is 5A, where there 

are no private/parochial 

schools. How do I determine 

that, you may ask. Well, in 5A, 

only 9 different schools have 

won a football state champion-

ship. I that time period there 

have been 15 different winners 

in 4A, 13 in both 3A and 2A 

and 17 separate winners in 1A. 

I could go on, but hopefully, 

you get the point. 

 Another fact that is lost 

on proponents of a different 

tournament or class for non-

public school forget that those 

schools cost money, and a lot 

of money in some cases to at-

tend. Of course, state vouchers 

help alleviate some of that, but 

a major issue cited in Andrean 

dropping a class in the last re-

lem, if there is one (and I am 

not convinced that there is) is 

that the same schools continu-

ously seem to be competing 

for a state championship. 

While I don’t like the proposal, 

the football coaches associa-

tion has suggested that perhaps 

schools that win so many 

championships in a row should 

play up a class. Maybe that’s 

the answer. Either that, or the 

issue should be dead all to-

gether. Not everyone can win. 

 

(The opinions in this editorial 

are those of the author and are 

not necessarily indicative of 

the opinions of Mid America 

Broadcasting, LLC or MAB 

Monthly) 

Agree with this  
editorial? Disagree?  

Join the conversation 
on Facebook by liking  

Mid America  
Broadcasting,  
or on Twitter 
@mabsports. 
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 The grand experiment 

has failed, or rather it has 

lost steam. Through a press 

release in early November, 

the IHSAA announced the 

decision to discontinue that 

team wrestling tournament 

following the 2011-2012 sea-

son. The reasons cited were a 

lack of interest in the team 

tournament at the state finals 

level and the unintended 

consequence of causing 

hardship as wrestlers ad-

vanced through the team and 

individual tournaments.  

 Starting next season, 

team regional, semi-state and 

state champions will be 

crowned based upon the 

points scored by the indi-

viduals that are competing 

for the school at that level. 

In 1934 Maurice and 

James Bender became 

the first brothers to win 

wrestling state champi-

onships in the same year. 

 

Former Dolphins and 

Packers WR Mark Clay-

ton, one of only three 

players to catch TD 

passes from Dan Marino 

and Brett Favre, is from 

Indianapolis. 

 

After Larry Bird left 

Indiana, he worked for 

the French Lick Street 

Department picking up 

garbage, removing snow, 

and repairing roads be-

fore enrolling at Indiana 

State. 

 

Former NFL Player Ken 

Dilger played his high 

school football at Heri-

tage Hills, the same 

school as Bears QB Jay 

Cutler. 

 

The hope, according to Com-

missioner Booby Cox in the 

IHSAA press release is that it 

will help to build continued 

interest in the individual tour-

nament.  

 Since the 1995-1996 

season when the tournaments 

were split, Evansville Mater 

Dei, lead by the legendary 

Mike Goebel, has been domi-

nant winning 10 team titles. 

Lawrence North, Mishawaka, 

Crown Point, and Perry Me-

ridian have also won team ti-

tles. The final state champion 

using this format will be de-

termined this coming Febru-

ary, After that, it’s back to the 

original system and the a po-

tential wresting coaches asso-

ciation dual meet tournament 

in January. 

The End of an Era in Team Wrestling 
MAB Monthly Staff Report Did you Know? 
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12/27-28 Gary Holiday Tournament 
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12/30 Portage @ Lake Central BB (girls)  
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219-663-5000 
 

TURKEY CREEK 
6400 Harrison St. Merrillville 

219-980-5170 
 

FOREST PARK 
Valparaiso 

219-531-7888 
 

RIVER POINTE 
6700 Country Club Rd. Hobart 

219-942-2747 
 

WHITE HAWK 
1001 White Hawk Dr. Crown Point 

219-661-2323 
 

ROBBINHURST 
Portage Twp. 
219-762-9711 

 
INDIAN RIDGE 

6363 Grand Blvd. Hobart 
219-942-6850 

ARERDEEN 
245 Tower Rd. Valpo 

219-462-5050 
 

INNSBROOK 
6701 Taft St. Merrillville 

219-980-9060 
 

WICKER PARK 
2000 Ridge Rd. Highland 

219-838-9809 
 

BRASSIE 
1110 Pearson Rd. Chesterton 

219-921-1192 
 

LOST MARSH 
901 129th St. Hammond 

219-932-GOLF 
 

SCHERWOOD 
600 E. Joliet St. Schererville 

219-865-2554 
 

SOUTH GLEASON PARK 
3400 Jefferson St. Gary 

219-980-1089 
 

SOUTH SHORE 
14400 Lake Shore Dr. Cedar Lake 

219-374-6070 
 

SUMMERTREE 
2323 E. 101st Ave. Crown Point 

219-663-0800 
OAK KNOLL 

11200 Whitcomb Crown Point 
219-663-3349 

MAB Golf Guide 

 

Law Office Of 

Paul Barenie 

(219) 864-0188 

27 W. Joliet Street 

Schererville, IN 

 

 
ROGER BROCK                  219-670-0011 
 

HAMMONDSPORTS.COM 
 

COVERING HAMMOND INDIANA SPORTS  
 

BROCKROGER@YAHOO.COM 



1498 N. Main Street 

Crown Point 

219-662-1369 




