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MAB ONLINE MAGAZINE 
 

 It’s a good time to be a sports fan in Indiana. At 

press time the Notre Dame football team is ranked #1 in 

the nation, the Indiana men’s basketball team is ranked 

#1, the Colts are better than expected, the Fever just 

won a WNBA championship, and the Pacers are off to 

an ok start. Heck, even Ball State football had a nice 

season this year. Unless you are a Boilermaker fan, you 

are doing ok.  

 Not only are the college and pro teams doing 

well, but this time of year is a change of seasons as the 

football finals just ended, the girls basketball season is 

in full swing  and the boys basketball and wrestling sea-

sons along with swimming and gymnastics are under-

way.  At MAB, we are as excited as all of you are. We 

have been there to cover football and volleyball and 

were covering girls basketball even before the football 

season ended. Of course, we also bring you this last is-

sue of the year. 

 In this issue, Bob Potosky brings you the MAB 

football awards, Trisha Madura looks back at the last ten 

years at SportsWorx, we check in on the new Wrestling 

Coaches Association tournament, a state finals recap and 

of course all of the features that you expect every month 

from MAB. 

 As we wrap up the calendar year, we want to 

thank you the fan as well as all of our sponsors for being 

there with us every step of the way. Without either of 

you there is no us. Thank you and have a Merry Christ-

mas and Happy New Year. 
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To order the 2012-2013  

 

Boys or Girls Magazine 

 

Visit Indiana Basketball Magazine  

 

online at 
 

www.indianabasketballmagazine.com 



 Gino Gillum 
Cathedral 

 

 
 

Gillum tied IHSAA 4A state finals 
records for the most rushing 
touchdowns (four) and  points (24)
in Cathedrals 56-29 win over 
Mishawaka. 

VISION POINTVISION POINTVISION POINT   
AAATHLETESTHLETESTHLETES   OFOFOF   THETHETHE   MMMONTHONTHONTH   
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CLEARLY DIFFERENT CLEARLY DIFFERENT   

Zac Ryan 
Andrean 

 
 

Andrean Junior Zac Ryan signed 
his letter of intent to play baseball at 
Georgia Tech. Ryan was 9-1 with a 
1.49 ERA and hit .427 with 26 RBI as 
a sophomore last season. 
 
  

Miranda Elish 
Crown Point 

 
 

Before even throwing a single pitch 
at the high school level, Crown 
Point freshman Miranda Elish  has 
committed to play softball at Ore-
gon. 
 
  

Victoria Gaines 
Merrillville 

 

 
 

The sophomore scored a career 
high 27 points to go along with 8 
rebounds, 3 blocks and 3 aqssists 
in a DAC victory against Chester-
ton. The Pirates are off to a 5-0 
start this season. 





2012 MAB 

Football 

Awards 
By Bob Potosky, 

MAB Staff Writer 
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A long time ago in a 

galaxy far, far away is 

not how this column be-

gins. Rather it should 

be, “A decade ago in a 

broadcasting / publish-

ing job a while back” 

should be more like it. 

From 2000-2007 I did a 

season-ending awards 

column honoring the 

players and coaches of 

the years in each of 

Indiana’s five football 

classes. Well, after quite 

the sabbatical, maybe 

now is the time to resur-

rect that long-forgotten 

tradition. 

So, without further ado, 

I present to you the 

MAB Football Awards 

for the 2012 season… 
 

 



A major home improvement project can enhance your quality of life; 

give your family years of enjoyment; reduce your energy costs; and add 

significant value to your home. 
 

The success of your project depends on a detailed plan,  

good communication, expert craftsmen, and a  

dedicated team that will exceed your expectations. 
 

GoCo delivers all that and more. 
 

Call us today at 219-926-2488 to schedule your Initial Consultation. 
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CLASS 1A PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Ross Corcoran G-LB / Lafayette Central 

Catholic 

 

 The Knights captured their 4th straight 

1A title with a 14-0 win over the Scecina 

Crusaders, and Corcoran was a main reason 

why. Starting at guard on a offense that aver-

aged over 30 points a game, Corcoran made 

his mark on defense with over 160 tackles 

and making plays all over the place. Cor-

coran gets our nod as the MAB 1A Player of 

the Year. 

 

CLASS 1A COACH OF THE YEAR 

Tim Roth / Winamac 

 

 The Warriors bounced back from a 5-6 

season in 2011 and not only did they win 

nine games, Roth’s club turned around a 49-7 

regular season loss to West Central into a 49-

13 win in the Sectional 33 final, Winamac’s 

first sectional title since 2000. Congrats to 

Coach Roth and his staff for a great season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASS 2A PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Jaylon Smith RB-LB / Fort Wayne Luers 

 

 The front-runner for Mr. Football did it 

all for the Knights. Smith saved arguably his 

best moments for the last three games of the 

tournament. Scoring two big fourth quarter 

TD’s in a come-from behind win at Tipton in 

the regional. HE ran roughshod over Andrean 

in the Semi-State. And finished his career with 

180 yards rushing in the 2A final win over In-

dianapolis Ritter. Notre Dame is getting a 

good one in Smith, who finished with 1,300 

yards rushing and 17 touchdowns. Smith also 

had 70 tackles and six sacks on defense. 

 

CLASS 2A COACH OF THE YEAR 

Ryan Knigga / Lawrenceburg 

 

 The Tigers have a proud football tradi-

tion, winning multiple state titles in the 1970’s. 

Knigga in his second season took Lawrence-

burg from 5-6 to 10-3 and the programs’ first 

sectional since 2005. Congrats to our MAB 2A 

Coach of the Year, all the way down in SE 

Indiana. 



 

CLASS 3A PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Pete Hartley RB / Indianapolis Chatard 

 

 Hartley continued the fine tradition of 

running backs at Indy’s NE-side parochial 

power. Hartley ended up with nearly 2200 

yards rushing and 28 touchdowns in helping 

the Trojans capture yet another 3A title. 

 

CLASS 3A COACH OF THE YEAR 

Nick Hart / Gibson Southern 

 

 The Gibson Southern Titans were 4-7 in 

2011. Enter 1st-time head coach Nick Hart, son 

of former state champion coach John Hart 

(Evansville Reitz & Warren Central). The Ti-

tans were the ‘Cardiac Kids’ of the tourna-

ment, winning back-to-back overtime games 

Join us each week 

for MAB Weekly 

 

Wednesdays from 

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  

 

 

MAB Weekly will bring you the best in 

high school, college and professional 

sports talk, guests and more! 

 

Tune in each week on 

www.midamericabroadcasting.com and 

www.sportsjuice.com 
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in the sectional to cap off their first-ever post

-season trophy. And then in the regional, they 

overcame a 49-14 halftime deficit against 

Charlestown to win 57-49. From 4-7 to 11-3, 

Hart is our 3A coach of the year. 

 

 

 

CLASS 4A PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Sam Schrader QB / Mishawaka 

 

 You can make the case that no other 

player meant more than to his team in the 

state as Mishawaka’s master of the no huddle 

flexbone attack. Schrader ran for 1,750 yards 

and 28 touchdowns and threw for another 10 

TD’s. Schrader also received the Eskew 

Award for the 4A title game. Very simply, 

without Schrader, Mishawaka isn’t even 

close to the state finals. 

 

See a listing of every  

Indiana Boys  

Basketball All Star  

and the Colleges where 

they played at 
www.midamericabroadcasting.com 



59 Indiana Avenue, Valparaiso 
Just off the Courthouse Square 

 

Phone 219-464-7102 or 219-462-0404 
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CLASS 4A COACH OF THE YEAR 

Tim Dawson / Concord 

 

 The Minutemen have been one of the 

most consistent programs in Northern Indi-

ana over the last two decades. In 2012, Con-

cord came within a last-second field goal of 

making their third State Finals trip under 

Dawson, our choice for MAB’s 4A coach of 

the year. 

 

 

 

CLASS 5A PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Jake Raspopovich QB Merrillville 

 

 The last in a line of Raspopovich’s at 

MHS, Jake became just the second QB in 

NW Indiana to throw for over 3,000 yards in 

a season, while adding over 700 yards rush-

ing and accounting for nearly 40 touchdowns 

passing and rushing. All this while leading 

the Pirates to an 11-3 mark and the 5A 

Northern Semi-State. 

 

CLASS 5A COACH OF THE YEAR 

Jayson West / Lawrence Central 

 

 The Bears reached the 5A finals in 

2010, falling to Fishers 38-19. This time 

around, the Bears knocked off Warren Cen-

tral, Pike and Center Grove to get back to 

Lucas Oil Stadium, and the Bears would 

complete the journey with a 39-14 disman-

tling of FW Snider to give West and the 

Bears their first-ever state title. 
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Indiana High School Indiana High School Indiana High School 
Wrestling Coaches Wrestling Coaches Wrestling Coaches    

Association Holds First Association Holds First Association Holds First 
State Duals InvitationalState Duals InvitationalState Duals Invitational   

   

By Rich SapperBy Rich SapperBy Rich Sapper   
MAB Monthly Staff WriterMAB Monthly Staff WriterMAB Monthly Staff Writer   

 After 17 years, the IHSAA announced last winter that 

they would be discontinuing the team wrestling tournament. 

Attendance was down, and the team tournament was over-

shadowed by the individual finals. Several high school 

coaches, including those who had teams at the state finals 

year after year endorsed the move as well. In response, the 

Indiana High School Wrestling Coaches Association created 

it’s own in-season tournament.  
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 The first Indiana High 

School Wrestling Coaches As-

sociation (IHSWCA) State 

Duals Invitational will be held 

at Westfield High School on 

the 22nd of December. This 

tournament does not simply 

pick up where the IHSAA 

tournament left off. There are 

several difference between the 

IHSAA and IHSWCA tourna-

ments. 

 The first difference is 

that, as that name implies, it is 

an invitational meet. The 

teams were invited based on 

computer rankings of a team’s 

strengths, sectional, regional, 

and state results from last year. 

The idea is two-fold. The first is to reward 

teams who had a great season and who 

should have a solid core of wrestlers coming 

back and to bring back some of the previous 

excitement of the team tournament in the 

state. 

 To help with the later, the IHSWCA 

decided to go with  class tournament. One of 

the knocks on the IHSAA version was that a 

single class brought too many of the power 

programs every year and excluded some of 

the great small school teams. To that end, the 

Association decided to have three classes and 

divide the schools, obviously, based on en-

rollment.  

 The teams that have been invited and 

excepted in AAA are Bloomington South, 

Center Grove, Elkhart Memorial, Evansville 

Mater Dei, Franklin Community, Cathedral, 

Penn and Perry Meridian. Crown Point and 

Merrillville were both originally invited to 

participate, but the schools declined the invi-

tation for scheduling reasons.  

 The AA teams that were invited are 

Culver Academies, Danville, Evansville Me-

morial, Heritage Hills, Jimtown, Muncie 

South, Southmont, and Yorktown. In 1A, Ad-

ams Central, Bremen, Churubusco, Lewis 

Westfield High School , located North of Indianapolis will be the site for 

the First IHSWCA State Duals Invitational 

 



Cass, Milan, Prairie Heights, South Adams 

and South Putnam were invited. 

 Three of the four teams in the last final 

four last season: Cathedral, Mater Dei, and 

last year’s state champion Perry Meridian are 

all participating. The lone final four team not 

participating is the previously mentioned 

Crown Point. Many of the other teams that 

will be in attendance are some of the tradi-

tional powers in the state, but many of whom 

because of their size, would not have been 

likely to make the IHSAA team tournament. 

 The tournament is a double elimina-

tion which will allow all eight teams per 

class to be ranked after the day is done. Los-

ing teams will go into the consolation 

bracket to wrestle for third through eighth  

place. The top two teams in each class will, 

of course, wrestle for the championship.   

 The seedings for the tournament are 

not available yet and are expected to be re-

leased around the 15th of December, giving 

teams around a week to prepare for their first 

round opponent.  

 This tournament 

will be watched with 

great interest by wrestling 

fans to see if it does 

achieve the stated goal of 

reinvigorating the excite-

ment that came when the 

original team tournament 

started. The IHSWCA 

made it easy to attend as 

well with a ticket for the 

day running $10.  

 For more informa-

tion, visit the association 

website at 

www.ihswca.com. 

Join the Conversation on  

our New Message Board! 

 

Talk about Football, Soccer, Base-

ball, Softball, Track, Cross Coun-

try, Volleyball, Wrestling, Basket-

ball, Boxing, MMA, Auto Racing, & 

Recruiting. Post scores and get 

news!  

 

Just go to www.midamericabroadcasting.com , click on 

message board and create a user name and log in to join 

in the conversation and the fun! 
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ROGER BROCK                219-670-0011 
 

HAMMONDSPORTS.COM 
 

COVERING HAMMOND INDIANA  
SPORTS  including 

 
Morton 

Hammond High 
Gavit 
Clark 

Bishop Noll 
Hammond Academy 

 
BROCKROGER@YAHOO.COM 
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Basketball      Volleyball      Tennis  

Batting Cages      Gym Rental  

 
 
 
 

The Courts of NWI is a Not-for-profit organization.  
Donations made to The Courts of NWI fund scholarships  

for underprivileged youth to participate in active  
after-school programs. Our goal is to inspire our youth  

to be leaders both ON and OFF The Courts. 
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 The 40th Annual IHSAA Football State Finals 

was held over Thanksgiving weekend and MAB was 

there for all of the coverage. In case you missed it, 

we put together a quick recap for you of the games 

from the weekend, You can also listen on our archive 

at www.midamericabroadcasting.com.  

IHSAA Football 

State Finals Recap 

MAB Monthly Staff Report 

Photos by Steve Guidry & Bob Potosky 



“Like” Mid America Broadcasting “Like” Mid America Broadcasting “Like” Mid America Broadcasting    
on Facebookon Facebookon Facebook               

Region Sportsdesk 
 

Do you need a sports  

recruiting video?  

Then find Region Sportsdesk 

on Facebook and ask JT 

HOYO for more info. 

Page 17 MAB MONTHLY 

1A 
Lafayette Central Catholic  14 

Indianapolis Scecina   0 
 

 The 1A title game was a testament to 

greatness in a program as Lafayette Central 

Catholic became only the 2nd school in tour-

nament history to win four football state 

championships in a row.  

 The win would not come easily for the 

Knights as it was a defensive struggle in the 

first half. The Crusaders would stop the high 

powered LCC offense, and the Knights, like-

wise, would keep Scecina out of the scoring 

column. 

 In the second half, LCC broke the 

scorning drought with 8:24 left to go in the 

3rd with Ty Preston throwing a 54 yard 

touchdown pass to Joe Smith. The Matt 

Bougy kick was good, making the score 7-0 

Knights. LCC Coach Kevin O’Shea re-

marked on the only offensive score of the 

game; “It was a play where we were trying to 

get a pass deep to Timmy Mills. At halftime 

we talked about how our crossing route was 

coming open. Ty (Preston) hung in there just 

long enough to get the ball off and Joe Smith 

did the rest.”  

 The only other score in the ball game 

was on special teams with 10:22 to go in the 

game when Timmy Mills returned a Crusad-

ers punt 44 yards for the touchdown. After 

the Bougy kick, the score became 14-0 in fa-

vor of LCC and would prove to be the final 

score.  

 Lafayette Central Catholic’s Timmy 

Mills was the winner of the Phil N Eskew 

Mental Attitude Award. 

Lafayette Central Catholic (top) and Indianapolis Sce-

cina (bottom) Players Warming Up 
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2A 
Fort Wayne Bishop Luers  40 

Indianapolis Cardinal Ritter 28 
  

 It looked early on like the 2A game 

would be a defensive battle . The Knights 

and Raiders would get off to a slow start 

blanking one another in the first quarter, but 

the game turned into  an offensive shootout. 

 Luers started opening the floodgates in 

the 2nd quarter with a Jaylon Smith 4 yard 

touchdown run, a 42 yard TD pass from 

Quinn Cook to Michael Rogers, a 7 yard run 

by Jaquale Cooper and another TD run, this 

time for 24 yards by Smith. Sean Katen con-

verted 3 of his 4 PAT attempts to put the 

Knights up 27-0. The Raiders would  get in 

on the act with 18 seconds left to go in the 

half. With Jake Purichia hitting Jake Hagen 

for a 16 yard TD. After the Elloington kick, 

the score was 27-7 going into the half. 

 Momentum seemed to be on the Raid-

ers side coming into the 3rd quarter as Pu-

richia and Hagen hooked up for their second 

TD combo with 5:20 left in the quarter. 

Hagan scored yet again early in the 4th, this 

time on a 38 yard punt return. The Ellington 

kick brought Ritter within a TD at 27-21. 

The Knights would get on the scoreboard 

again though, as Tyvel Jemison dove in from 

1 yard. The Purichia to Hagan combination 

was not done, locking in for a 15 yard TD 

pass. Smith would get one final score for Lu-

ers from 16 yards. Katen’s kick spelled the 

final margin of 40-28 

 Luers set the 2A record for first downs 

by rushing with 19 and Hagan set a 2A mark 

with his 3 TD receptions. Joseph Sweeny of 

Ritter was the  Phil N. Eskew Mental Atti-

tude Award Winner.  

Top: The Ritter Raiders takes the field prior to the 2A 

game Bottom:  Luers players warm up 



Follow us on Twitter Follow us on Twitter Follow us on Twitter 
@mabsports@mabsports@mabsports…               
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3A 
Indianapolis Bishop Chatard 30 

Hamilton Heights   13 
  

 The Trojans came into the game a 

heavy favorite to win it’s 3rd football cham-

pionship in a row and state record 12th over 

all, but according to Chatard Coach Vince 

Lorenzano, it  was not as easy as it seemed. 

Lorenzano commented,  “It was a tough 

game. The score doesn’t indicate the kind of 

game it was – it was a slugfest. Hamilton 

Heights had a lot of skilled players and were 

well-coached.”  

 The score indeed seemed to indicate 

an easy win for the Trojans. The first scoring 

of the game came with 8:14 to go in the first 

quarter as Hamilton Heights stalled a drive 

and Chatard had to settle for a 27 yard Chase 

Sadler field goal. Pete Hartley would get the 

first touchdown for the Trojans less than 3 

minutes later on a 45 yard run The Sadler 

PAT made the score 10-0 in fav or of the de-

fending champions. In the second quarter, 

Chatard would strike again as Trojans QB 

Sam Neighbours hit  Joe Fagan with a 33 

yard pass. The PAT was no good, but the 

score improved to 16-0 Chatard at the half. 

 The Huskies would get on the board in 

the 3rd, with Corey Beck finding Cunning-

ham in the end zone. The Trojans would an-

swer early in the 4th as Neighbours would 

pass for his 2nd TD of the game, this time to 

Henry Hill. Beck, likewise passed for his 2nd 

TD in the 4th with Spencer Dull pulling in 

the 12 yard pass. The final scoring of the 

game came from the Chatard defense with 

Stan Jackson recovering a fumble in the end 

zone, the PAT made the final score 30-13.  

 Beck won the Mental Attitude Award.   

Top: Chatard during warm-ups Bottom: A view from 

the Hamilton Heights sideline 



 

Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com 
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4A 
Indianapolis Cathedral  56 

Mishawaka    29 
  

 As this contest opened, it looked like 

Cathedral would dominate with Terry 

McLaurin catching a Conner Rice pass and 

taking it 79 yards for the TD. The game got 

interesting though as Mishawaka scored on a 

Sam Schrader pass to Angelo Multari and 

Mutari scored again on a 14 yard run in the 

first quarter. The shootout was on, as Gino 

Gillum of Cathedral scored on a 4 yard run 

to end the first quarter. 

 Littelr did Gillum and the Irish know 

that his TD would be the first of 28 unan-

swered points for Cathedral. The Irish would 

score on a Rice run, a Terry McLaurin run 

and a second TD run by Gillum . Mitch Ger-

bers was perfect on his PATs and the score at 

the half was 35-14 Cathedral.  

 In the second half, Schrader came out 

with guns blazing as he scored on a 3 yard 

scamper. Gillum would score again for the 

Irish moments later, and Schrader would an-

swer with a 67 yard run, Rice would pass for 

another touchdown in the 4th with Wyatt 

Wood hauling it in and Gillum scored his 3rd 

touchdown on the day with 1:45 left to go in 

the game. 

 Cathedral set or matched several re-

cords including the longest punt return, the 

longest TD pass, Most PAT kicks (team and 

Gerbers), most rushing TDs and points by an 

individual (Gillum), most points, most points 

in a half, most TD, most rushing TD, totak 

offense, most punt return yards, most com-

bined offense, and most combined points. 

 Mishawaka’s Sam Schrader won the 

Phil N Eskew Mental Attitude Award. 

Top: Cathedral takes the field  Bottom: Mishawaka runs 

through plays prior to the 4A game 
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5A 
Lawrence Central  39 

Fort Wayne Snider  14 
  

 After 4 repeat champions in 

the lower classes, the 5A title game 

would guarantee a different cham-

pion than the  previous season. Not 

only was there a different cham-

pion then the prior year, but Law-

rence Central came away with it’s 

first ever football championship.  

 In a battle of unbeatens, it 

was the Bears that would have the 

better of the matchup and drew first 

blood with a Drake Christian to 

Tyja Thompson 49 yard TD pass. 

Nash Griffin drilled the PAT for the 

early lead. Midway through the 

2nd, Christian would rush for a 3 

yard TD run, Griffin’s kick was 

good making the score 14-0 Bears. 

Snider would not go into the lockerroom 

with a goose egg though after Brandon Phels 

found Alec Reuille in the end zone for a 2 

yard TD strike, The Spitnale kick was good 

to make the score 14-7. 

 The Bears would stike again in the 3rd 

with touchdown runs for 2 and 64 yards by 

Alex Rodriguez and Isaiah Townsend  respe-

civly, and the Panthers would roar back with 

a Tyrell Swain 7 yard run. The Bears would 

ice the victory in the 4th as Townsend rushed 

for his second score, and Brandon Lee would 

intercept a Phelps pass for a 55 yard pick six. 

 “Our guys had the confidence to 

bounce back after some big plays by Fort 

Wayne.  They are a big physical team and 

real well-coached.  We really overcame a lot, 

including the pressure we put on ourselves 

Top: The Snider Panthers team picture Bottom: Lawrence Central 

from just not getting off to a very good 

start.”  said Bears coach Jayson West on the 

win. 

 The teams set a 5A record for most 

combined offensive yards and Adam Whisler 

of Snider won the Phil N Eskew Mental Atti-

tude Award for 5A. 

  



Interact with us on  
Facebook at  
Mid America  

Broadcasting LLC  
and on  

Twitter @mabsports  
for scores, updates, and sports news! 

Visit Hank’s Visit Hank’s Visit Hank’s 

Recruiting Recruiting Recruiting 

World atWorld atWorld at   

midamericabroadcasting.commidamericabroadcasting.commidamericabroadcasting.com   
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 The weekend saw four 

repeat state champions in the 3 

smallest classes, one first time 

football title winner in 5A and 

a ton of record fell. Next year, 

each of the state champions, 

except for Lawrence Central 

will play up a class, so if they 

repeat, it will be at a higher 

level with Cathedral moving to 

5A, Chatard to 4A, Luers to 

3A, and Lafayette Central 

Catholic to 2A under the IH-

SAA’s “tradition factor.” Some 

of the runner’s up will be com-

peting at a higher class next 

year as well. This means, of 

course, we may seem largely 

the same class of characters at 

a higher level. It will be inter-

esting to see how this effects 

the participants. 

 Next year’s tournament 

will also see the 5A runner up Snider move 

to the newly created class 6A and the 5A 

champions, Lawrence Central is slated to go 

to 6A as well. Another change, although not 

with the tournament, is the move of the 

Bears to the MIC. 

 The finals will look different next year, 

but what will not change is that the growing 

talent in Indiana high school football will con-

tinue to draw interest in this “basketball” state.  
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Boys 

 

1. Andrean  

2. Lake Central  

3. Chesterton  

4. Munster  

5. Merrillville  

6. East Chicago  

7. Valpo  

8. Crown Point  

9. Noll  

10. Bowman  

 

Honorable Mention: 

LaPorte, Michigan City, 

Hammond, Wallace, 

West Side, Roosevelt, 

Highland, Marquette, 

and Wheeler.  
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The 

14? 
By Rich Sapper 

MAB Monthly  

Staff Writer 
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 For the schools, it brings a solid con-

ference with competition that is generally 

considered one of the top in the nation Much 

of the focus in that area is in football. Al-

though the Big East  (where Rutgers is com-

ing from) is a bowl-eligible conference, they 

are not generally considered power confer-

ence for football. The Rutgers program has 

been resurgent and the move makes all of the 

sense in the world on the gridiron, giving 

them perhaps better competition. 

 Maryland is leaving the Atlantic Coast 

Conference, one where football is often con-

sidered at a higher level with Georgia Tech, 

Miami, Virginia Tech, and Florida State, 

among others, but the Big Ten offers new 

competition and opportunities. 

 On the basketball side of things, the 

move might actually make things a bit more 

 Just before Thanksgiving, the Big Ten 

announced the long anticipated announce-

ment came from the Big Ten that two 

schools would be entering the conference in 

the near future. Maryland will be joining in 

July of 2014 and Rutgers at a date to be de-

termined. 

 The move means that the “Big Ten” is 

now the “Big Fourteen” and helps to solidify 

the conference as one of the mega confer-

ences in the country. There are many opin-

ions on the growth of these conferences and 

whether or not they are good for inter-

collegiate athletics. That argument aside, 

there are certainly some advantages to both 

the schools that are joining and the confer-

ence to have these schools join. 

 For the Big Ten, the obvious advan-

tage is the revenue. While they will get the 

revenue associated with the schools joining, 

perhaps more importantly, it bring the Big 

Ten Network to more of the country and to 

the all important New York television market 

as Rutgers is in the New York metro area. 

That, of course, means more money for the 

conference. 
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competitive for Maryland since they will no 

longer have conference games against Duke 

and North Carolina, but will have to pick up 

schools such as Indiana and Michigan State 

who have been getting back to the level of 

past glories. Likewise, Rutgers will be play-

ing Syracuse, Georgetown, and UCONN less 

often, but will be playing tough competition 

in the Big Ten as well. 

 Many have question the additional 

travel, but Rutgers already traveling to Indi-

ana, Illinois, and Wisconsin now. Obviously, 

Minnesota, Iowa and Nebraska are further, 

but the change is very small. The impact on 

travel is more significant for Maryland, but 

they are traveling to southern Florida which 

is not much closer than several Big Ten 

schools. Of course, nether school will be 

traveling nearly as far as  Boise State will 

from Idaho to the east coast when they join 

the ACC. 

 Another positive for the Big Ten is that 

both Maryland and Rutgers are considered 

high academic institutions with Maryland 

even being referred to as a “public Ivy 

League” school. Both are well regarded in 

the classroom and will add tho the academic 

standing of the conference.  

 They also bring a rich sports history. 

Rutgers is one of the schools to offer inter-

The Maryland Terrapins take the field at a 

 recent bowl game.  
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(top) Rutgers 1882 Football team and (left) High Point 

Solutions Stadium, present day home of the Scarlet 

Knights 

Rutgers campus against Princeton. 

 Some notable Scarlett Knights include 

current NBA commissioner David Stern, soc-

cer star Alexi Lalas, Linebackers Ray Rice of 

the Ravens and Gary Brackett of the Colts. 

Tennessee’s Kenny Britt, the Cub’s David 

collegiate athletics and formed one of the 

first conferences in the country in 1873. 

They also are credited with playing the first 

college football game the a game against 

Princeton in November of 1869, a mere four 

years after the end of the Civil War. Two 

years prior to that, one of the first college 

baseball games in history was also played on 
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DeJesus, The late Jim Valvano who coached 

NC State to an NCAA basketball champion-

ship, the WNBA’s Cappie Poindexter and 

many, many others.  

 Maryland has a rich history as well, 

having won 40 recognized national champi-

onships in 8 sports including 2 in football 

(1951 & 1953), men’s basketball (2002), 

women’s basketball (2006) and severla in 

men’s and women’s lacrosse, men;s soccer, 

competitive cheer and women’s field hockey.  

Some notable athletic alumni include former 

NBA players Len Bias, Steve Francis, Joe 

Smith, Buck Williams. Also former NFl 

players, Boomer Esiason, Frank Wycheck, 

and Frank Reich and current Raider Darrius 

Heyward-Bey and 49er Vernon Davis.  

 For all of the good, there are naysayers 

that say that adding more teams waters down 

the conference and is part of what is wrong 

with college athletics. In a way, they may be 

right. As conferences grow it offers less op-

portunity for tune up games against non-

conference opponents and can sometime kill 

traditional rivalries because there is no 

longer room on the schedule. The economic 

reality though, is that for many schools  join-

ing a mega conference is the way to stay vi-

able and to be able to continue their pro-

grams, especially in non-revenue sports. It 

will also be interesting to see how the change 

will be taken by fans and how it will effect 

recruiting for the new schools and for those 

that are already in the conference.   

 Regardless of an individuals opinion 

on the subject, the fact remains that in a short 

periods of time, the Big Ten will be two 

teams bigger. What effect that will have on 

the landscape of college sports? Only time 

will tell.  
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“The tenth year of marriage 

celebration is the first of the major 

milestone anniversaries.”   Along 

with Sheri & Bob Stritof’s concep-

tion of ten years in marriage, ten 

years in promoting athletes to col-

lege sports has been nothing but suc-

cess, too.  SportsWorx NW Indiana 

has been helping talented high 

school student-athletes in the area for 

10 years; exposure is gained to col-

leges and universities at all sport lev-

els for boys or girls to help them 

learn about the recruiting process.  

With the abundant urge for student-

athletes to play in college, Sports-

Worx has been making athletes 

achieve their dreams.  To celebrate 

its’ 10-year Anniversary, SportsWorx 

NW Indiana is offering 2002 pricing 

for any athlete that enrolls in the re-

mainder of 2012. 

SportsWorx Celebrates Ten Years  
with College Exposure 
By, Trisha Madura, MAB Monthly Writer 



Follow us on Twitter Follow us on Twitter Follow us on Twitter 
@mabsports@mabsports@mabsports…               

Page 31 MAB MONTHLY 

 Mike Madura, President and Sports 

Advisor of SportsWorx NW Indiana, is a 

1983 graduate of Bishop Noll and played 

three sports for the Warriors, including bas-

ketball, baseball, and football.  Having the 

knowledge of many sports gives Madura that 

advantage when working with athletes them-

selves.  True dedication in one’s work comes 

personal experience, as this SportsWorx ad-

visor has.  “I got into this business for a few 

reasons: First, when I was in high school 

there wasn’t a good way to promote yourself 

to colleges unless you knew somebody,” 

Madura expresses.  “Second, I noticed a lot 

of local players were ‘settling’ on colleges, 

when they may have been able to play at a 

higher level; and finally, I noticed many tal-

ented players weren’t playing in college at 

all.” 

The procedure that SportsWorx fol-

lows for these athletes’ exposures in high 

school will lead to their personal success af-

terwards.  SportsWorx creates a custom web 

site conveying the athlete’s picture, stats, 

grades, personal information, awards, activi-

ties, newspaper clippings, and personal links 

to YouTube videos of the players themselves.  

This information is then sent out to coaches 

at colleges and universities within all levels 

on a daily basis, helping college coaches find 

athletes without even leaving their offices.  

Consequently, these coaches can now create 

virtual scouts to search for specific athletes 

they are looking for.  ”I love opening the 

newspaper each day to check on the progress 

of the athletes I am currently working with. I 

have their stories scanned and put on their 

website before the parents even call me usu-

ally,” Madura stated. 

“I get a great thrill hearing from the 

athletes and their parents when they start re-

ceiving interest from the college coaches, 

when they get their offers, and accept offers 

SportsWorx NWI President/ Sports Advisor 

 Mike Madura 

 



 

Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com 

http://www.sportsworxnwin.com/  
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to play their sport(s) in college,” he declares.  

This SportsWorx President takes much pride in 

not only signing up his clients but actually tak-

ing their dreams to the next level.   

When taking the next step in one’s fu-

ture, a major key to their college choice tends 

to be location.  While SportsWorx works with 

colleges across the country, most Region ath-

letes have decided to remain in the Midwest 

via SportsWorx.  “It’s funny; when I first meet 

with the athletes and their parents, many will 

indicate they want to go far away from home 

for college, but when it actually comes down 

to it, most of the athletes I work with tend to 

stay in the Midwest,” Madura revealed about 

his clients.  “I think they ultimately want to 

be closer to friends and family and give their 

parents a chance to see them more often.”   

Although most athletes though Sports-

Worx commit to Midwest schools, some 

branch out to explore the further options for 

colleges and universities.  A few exceptions 

2012 Munster grad Cara Leeney is cur-

rently on the Diving team and East Caro-

line University.  

Highland's Kylie Hirchak will be playing 

softball at St. Joseph's College.  
Former Griffith football player Drew 

Rogowski was Honorable Mention All-

American at St. Xavier University.  
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to the norms have included: Corey Loupee 

(volleyball player of Boone Grove) going to 

Polytechnic in New York, Marcus Hammonds 

(basketball player of Highland) to Texas A&M 

Corpus Cristi, Cara Leeney (diver from Mun-

ster) to East Carolina Univeristy, Nick Pellar 

(basketball player of Munster) to Auburn Uni-

versity, and Marcelus Ross (basketball player 

of Chicago) to Dillard University.  Sports-

Worx has given these competitors the options 

of staying nearby or going beyond the famil-

iar Midwest atmosphere.  Much exposure 

was given by SportsWorx to assist these ath-

letes in finding their new light to shine in. 

Tiffany Madura, a 2011 Munster High 

School graduate, has been a 2 year starter 

on the Vincennes University volleyball 

team and is transferring to Olivet Nazarene 

University to play volleyball starting in 

2013. Tiffany has been VU and the 

NJCAA-II player of the week in 2012 and 

was recently named to the All Region 12 

First Team.  

Former Munster volleyball player Lauren 

Macadlo is playing for the Trinity Chris-

tian College Trolls as a Freshman  

Munster grad Lauren Meneghetti 

played basketball at D-II University of 

Southern Indiana for 4 seasons.  
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SportsWorx has helped some athletes to 

achieve farther than they would have even ex-

pected.  “Obviously Luke Harangody has been 

the biggest name we have worked with. We 

signed Luke up as a freshman at Andrean High 

School; he had so much interest and so many 

offers from colleges during his sophomore 

year that he actually shut his site off at that 

time,” Madura expressed about basketball star 

Luke Harangody.  “We had his information in 

front of Notre Dame coaches during his fresh-

man year.” 

Aside from helping individual athletes 

get exposure to college, SportsWorx has begun 

team packages, in which an entire group can 

 

Former Highland softball pitcher Beth Haley had a standout 4 

years at the University of Nebraska-Omaha. Haley was named 

Conference Pitcher of the Year with a 22-5 record and 1.06 ERA 

her senior year, and was also named Omaha World-Herald All 

Nebraska D-II Player of the Year, and 2nd Team All American.  

Matt Dodaro (Lake Central Grad) had a stellar 4 years at Wabash, 

becoming the All-time RBI leader.  

Hammond Morton grad and Fullback Josh Lynn was a main-

stay in Valparaiso University's backfield since his Freshman 

year.  
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get their talent exposed.  This group rate would not only 

benefit each individual player themselves, but the coach as 

well.  “We created the high school/club/travel packages so 

coaches and club directors could enroll their entire team, 

giving each athlete the chance to enroll with SportsWorx at 

a very inexpensive rate,” revealed the Sports Advisor and 

President of SportsWorx.  “This now enabled the coach, 

head recruiter, or family to be in charge of using the tools 

supplied by SportsWorx.” 

Throughout the past ten years of business and suc-

After a stop at Western Illinois Uni-

versity, former Munster Quarterback 

Joe "Bubba" Gill is playing at St. Xa-

vier Univeristy, and was a 2011 

MFSA All Academic selection.  

Following Carthage College, Griffith grad Matt Denny kicked in the 

Arena Football League and is currently an Assistant Football Coach 

at Illinois College  

Highland's Cassi Siska took the route 

to Kankakee Community College, 

then on to the University of Nebraska 

Omaha for her basketball in college.  
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cess, SportsWorx helped countless athletes fulfill their 

college dreams.  And in honor of such, SportsWorx is 

offering the 2002 pricing for any athlete that signs up 

within the remainder of 2012.   

 Contact Mike Madura, President and Sports 

Advisor, for more information on his ten year anniver-

sary packages.  Ten years of recruiting, exposure, and 

sports has been the celebration that lives on year after 

year.  “The tenth year of marriage celebration is the first 

of the major milestone anniversaries;” This is not only 

true for weddings but for sports recruiting through 

SportsWorx as well.  

Mike Madura, President/Sports Advisor 

SportsWorx NW Indiana 

219-924-8557 Office 

219-742-5901 Cell 

219-924-8565 Fax 

mmadura@sportsworx.com 

www.sportsworxnwin.com (Local NW Indiana Site) 

www.sportsworx.com (Corporate site) 

Brothers and Andrean grads Luke and Ty Harangody were Sports-

Worx NW Indiana's first 2 clients. Injuries limited Ty's playing 

time at Indiana University for football, while Luke had a stand-out 

4 years at Notre Dame, was drafted by the Boston Celtics, and was 

recently playing with the Cleveland Cavaliers of the NBA.  

 

Lake Central grad Allison Aguilera has been a 

key member of the University of Evansville Pur-

ple Aces softball team,  
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 Loaded 

with basket-

ball talent 

and tradition, 

the Indiana 

Basketball 

Hall of Fame proudly an-

nounces their 2013 mens in-

duction class, including two 

Indiana Mr. Basketball win-

ners, two members of Indi-

ana state championship 

teams, a member of an 

NCAA National Champion-

ship squad and two men 

who created one of the top 

sports movies of all-time. 

 James Mas-

ter and Dan Palom-

bizio won Indiana’s 

Mr. Basketball title in 

1980 and 1981, re-

spectively, setting re-

cords along the 

way.  Master, who 

scored 1,592 career 

points at Harding High School, set the Fort 

Wayne city scoring record, while Palombizio 

graduated as Indiana’s 9th all-time leading 

scorer with 2,092 career points and was Indi-

ana’s 2nd ever three-time 1st team all-state 

player (Fuzzy Vandivier). 

 LaVern Benson played in consecutive 

state championship games, as a sophomore on 

Crispus Attucks’ 1956 state champs and a jun-

ior on their 1957 state runner-up squad.  Phil 

Dawkins captained East Chicago Washington 

to their 1960 state championship, leading the 

Senators in scoring during their tournament 

run, including the deciding points in their one-

point semi-final win over Fort Wayne Central 

and a team-high 21 points in the championship 

2013 Men's Inductees 
Announced 

Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame Announces  
52nd Induction Class 

Press Release provided by the Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame 
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victory over Muncie Central. 

 Chuck Franz tied or broke 24 school 

records at Clarksville, including a 51-point 

performance in a 1979 sectional champion-

ship victory over New Albany and was a 

sophomore member of Indiana University’s 

1981 NCAA National Champions. 

 Bob Heady scored over 1,100 points 

at Frankton H.S. as a player before embark-

ing on a 383-win high school head coaching 

career at Griffith, Wawasee, Shenandoah and 

Carmel high schools. He took Shenandoah 

(1981) and Carmel (1993) to one-class state 

finals appearances. 

 Graduates from the 1940s in-

clude Dick Piper from Wabash County’s 

Chester Township H.S., who led his team to 

an undefeated regular season and the 

school’s only regional championship in 1948. 
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The season was highlighted by wins over 

powerhouse programs Kokomo and Marion 

in the one-day regional.  The late Robert 

Rousey of Anderson was the leading scorer 

in the North Central Conference in 1949 and 

captain of the Indiana All-Star team the same 

year before a career at Kansas State Univer-

sity. 

 Carl Meditch outscored the likes of 

Oscar Robertson and Willie Merriweather in 

Page 40 MAB MONTHLY 

1955 to be Indianapolis’ leading scorer and the 

leading scorer in the North Central Confer-

ence.  Alan Nass was an Indiana All-Star lead-

ing Huntingburg to a 40-9 record over his jun-

ior and senior seasons before captaining a 21-5 

Georgia Tech team in 1963. 

 Gene Demaree scored 1,361 points at 

Ripley County’s New Marion H.S., leading the 

school of 65 students to a 23-3 record, its’ first 

ever sectional championship (1961) and scored 

a combined 64 points over two regional 

games.  Bill “Fig” Newton averaged over 23 

points and 19 rebounds per game as a senior at 

Rockville in 1968, averaged over 18 points per 

game at Louisiana State, was an alternate for 

the 1972 U.S. Olympic team and member of 

the 1973 ABA champion Indiana Pacers. 

 Scott Haffner led Noblesville to an un-

defeated regular season in 1984 while averag-

ing 28 points per game, set a University of 

Evansville single-game record with 65 points, 

and was drafted into the NBA.  The late Chad 

Tuckerscored 1,338 career points at Clover-

dale H.S. before becoming Butler University’s 

all-time leading scorer (2,321) and playing 

seven seasons of professional basketball in 

Inductee Dan Palombizio 
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Europe. 

 Indiana natives David 

Anspaugh and Angelo Pizzo have 

each been selected as recipients of 

the St.Vincent Health Silver Medal 

Award.  The honor, which includes 

Hall of Fame induction, is in recog-

nition of contributions to Indiana 

high school basketball other than as 

an Indiana high school player or 

coach.  The duo created the 1986 

film “Hoosiers”; Anspaugh was di-

rector, while Pizzo was the film’s 

screenwriter and producer. 

 The Centennial Award, created 

two years ago to recognize those 

who contributed to Indiana high 

school basketball more than 100 

years ago, goes toJohn Forest 

“Cranie” Crane of Wingate, who 

scored game-winning baskets in 

1913 state finals games against 

Rochester and in the overtime state 

championship game against South 

Bend. 

 The Indiana Basketball Hall of 

Fame’s 52nd annual Mens’ Awards 

Banquet will be held on Wednesday, 

March 20, 2013.  The day’s events 

will include a reception at the Indi-

ana Basketball Hall of Fame mu-

seum that afternoon with a banquet 

that evening at the Primo Banquet 

Hall in Indianapolis.  Tickets will be 

made available in early 2013.  Call 

the Hall at 765-529-1891 or 

visitwww.hoopshall.com for more 

information or 

email info@hoopshall.com. 

http://www.hoopshall.com/
mailto:info@hoopshall.com
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 It seems that penal-

ties and fines in profes-

sional and college sports 

are as common as first 

downs and jump shots. 

Does the punishment al-

ways fit the crime, and in 

fact, are some of these 

things crimes at all? We 

are not making a judgment 

one way or another, but 

asking you the reader to 

consider a few things. 

 Does it make sense 

for the NBA to fine the 

Spurs for sending some 

players home prior to a 

game against the Heat? 

For the NFl to fin Jay Cut-

ler for a underhanded 

throw in a game? For the 

NCAA to sanction schools 

whose players get free T-

Shirts or tattoos when 

they don’t get to have jobs 

Hall-of-Famer Billy Her-

man who played for the 

Cubs, Dodgers, Braves, 

and Pirates and man-

aged the Pirates and 

Red Sox is the grandfa-

ther of out-going Indi-

ana first lady Cheri 

Daniels. 

 

The Lions play on 

Thanksgiving because of 

a move in 1934 by owner 

G.A. Richards as a way 

to promote the team. 

 

Former Eagles and 

Rams CB and sports-

caster Irv Cross was 

born in Hammond.  

 

Former Notre Dame 

players Melissa Lechlit-

ner (South Bend St. Joe) 

and Becca Bruszewski 

(Wheeler) played this 

season for Quebradillas 

in Puerto Rico. Las Pi-

ratas played for the 

league championship 

this season, but fell in 7 

games. 

Does The Punishment Fit The Crime? 
MAB Monthly Staff Report Did you Know? 

and are probably not at the 

school for the little dollar 

value assigned to those 

items?  

 It may be that these 

are things that should be 

punished and that the sports 

are getting out of hand. On 

the other hand, are the fines 

and sanctions over-

regulation of something that 

is supposed to be fun, pro-

vide entertainment, and 

make millions of dollars for 

those handing out the fines?  

 Again, we are not 

looking to answer the ques-

tion here. If you would like 

though, let us know on our 

Facebook page, or better 

yet on the message board. 

The topic is an interesting 

one, despite the fact that it 

is not likely to change no 

matter what. 



Show Broadcast  

Locations: 

 

Broadway & Summitt 

219-226-9999 

 

 

211 South East  

219-663-6551 

 

 

1492 North Main 

219-662-1369 

 

MAB Weekly Starts at 

5:30 p.m. each week! 

Page 43 MAB MONTHLY 

5 Reasons to Advertise with MAB 

1. Support exposure for high school  athletes. 

2. Low advertising rates. 

3. Special packages available. 

4. Your ad will run live and on our archive. 

5. Option of game, web and online mag. 

 

 

Contact Rich Sapper at 219-973-7990  

or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com for more infor-

December Broadcast Schedule 

 

 

 
12-1              6:30         Bowman Academy @ Andrean (BBB) 
 

12-5              5:30         MAB Weekly from Beggars Pizza 
 

12-7              6:30         LaPorte @ Merrillville (GBB) 
 
12-8              6:30         Andrean @ Merrillville (BBB) 
 

12-11            6:30         Michigan City @ Merrillville (GBB) 
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12-14            6:30         Michigan City @ Crown Point (BBB) 
 

12-15            6:30         Hobart @ Andrean (GBB) 
 

12-19            5:30         MAB Weekly from Beggars Pizza 
 

12-21            6:30         Merrillville @ Crown Point (B-G DH BB) 
 

12-26            5:30         MAB Weekly from CP Ponderosa 
 

12-27            6:30         SB Washington Tourney (GBB - TBA) 
 

12-28            6:30         Valparaiso @ Merrillville (B-G DH BB)  
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PALMIIRA 
12111 W. 109th St. St. John 

219-365-4331 
 

DUCK CREEK 
636 N. 700 W. Portage Twp. 

219-759-5870 
 

PHEASANT VALLEY 
3838 W. 141st Ave. Crown Point 

219-663-5000 
 

TURKEY CREEK 
6400 Harrison St. Merrillville 

219-980-5170 
 

FOREST PARK 
Valparaiso 

219-531-7888 
 

RIVER POINTE 
6700 Country Club Rd. Hobart 

219-942-2747 
 

WHITE HAWK 
1001 White Hawk Dr. Crown Point 

219-661-2323 
 

ROBBINHURST 
Portage Twp. 
219-762-9711 

 
INDIAN RIDGE 

6363 Grand Blvd. Hobart 
219-942-6850 

ARERDEEN 
245 Tower Rd. Valpo 

219-462-5050 
 

INNSBROOK 
6701 Taft St. Merrillville 

219-980-9060 
 

WICKER PARK 
2000 Ridge Rd. Highland 

219-838-9809 
 

BRASSIE 
1110 Pearson Rd. Chesterton 

219-921-1192 
 

LOST MARSH 
901 129th St. Hammond 

219-932-GOLF 
 

SCHERWOOD 
600 E. Joliet St. Schererville 

219-865-2554 
 

SOUTH GLEASON PARK 
3400 Jefferson St. Gary 

219-980-1089 
 

SOUTH SHORE 
14400 Lake Shore Dr. Cedar Lake 

219-374-6070 
 

SUMMERTREE 
2323 E. 101st Ave. Crown Point 

219-663-0800 
 

OAK KNOLL 
11200 Whitcomb Crown Point 

219-663-3349 

MAB Golf Guide 

 

Law Office Of 

Paul Barenie 

(219) 864-0188 

27 W. Joliet Street 

Schererville, IN 

 

 
ROGER BROCK                  219-670-0011 
 

HAMMONDSPORTS.COM 
 

COVERING HAMMOND INDIANA SPORTS  
 

BROCKROGER@YAHOO.COM 





 

 

 

 

 

 


